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INTRODUCTION

The National Certificate of Education (NCE) assessment in Modern Chinese aims at
being beneficial to learners in different ways. Firstly, it encourages the teaching and
learning of the key competencies and skills in Modern Chinese. It also provides
feedback to learners and stakeholders in general about the overall proficiency level
achieved. By assessing functional literacy through a series of authentic tasks, as well
as assessing more traditional academic tasks, it aims at providing a firm grounding in
Modern Chinese.

The Modern Chinese NCE assessment focusses on the following areas:

1. Reading Comprehension (25%) 2. Writing (25%)
3. Grammar and Use of Modern Chinese (40%) 4. Translation (10%)

Key Messages

e Most candidates have achieved the required levels when it comes to basic vocabulary,
basic grammar, basic reading and basic writing.

e Candidates are advised to read widely to build up their vocabulary in Chinese.

e In grammar, candidates are still having difficulty with the following:

o Write in negative form (*A and ¥&/%%H)

o The interrogative words (* ZkIkZ K+ =% 7. )

o The usage of the three words “[#)”. “Hfi” and “/5”

e In Reading Comprehension,

o questions assessing higher-order reading skills like making inferences, offering

personal responses and guessing the meaning of words in context
e In Writing,

o Candidates should pay closer attention to grammar, spelling, punctuation and
syntax (sentence structure).

o Weaker candidates have serious difficulties with vocabulary.

o Narrative essays require candidates to develop a storyline and use varied
sentence structures and a wide-ranging vocabulary to sustain the reader’s
interest.

o Descriptive essays require candidates to show a very wide range of vocabulary
to create an atmosphere. Far too often narrative essays were produced instead
of descriptive ones.

General Comments

Approximately 59.4% of the candidates passed the examinations. The attention of
Educators is drawn to the decline in performance so that measures are taken to
improve performance.



Specific Comments

Question 1

This question usually assesses knowledge of basic Modern Chinese grammar, spelling
and punctuation. Multiple-choice items, fill-in-the blanks, ticking the right option and
open-ended items were set to elicit the required information from candidates. It carries
a total of 15 marks.

Most candidates could not perform well in this question. Among the total of 69
candidates, only 36.2% of them scored 10-15 marks. Many candidates were unable to
answer items 11-15 and it seems that a few candidates did not understand the

meaning of these items. For example, for item 11, the candidates were required to

“write the sentence in the affirmative form. The question is “/NAERET+EL, ”

Some candidates did not understand the meaning of the question and gave the wrong

answer. For Item 12, candidates were required to write the sentence in the negative

form. Some candidates were confused with the negative forms “4” and “;%&”. For

Item 13, candidates were required to write the sentence in the interrogative form. Some

candidates were confused and just added “# X" before “+ =% 7”. As for Item

15, some candidates positioned “ELfF” wrongly. Thus, leading to loss of marks.

Question 2

This question normally assesses knowledge of basic vocabulary in Modern Chinese in
context. Many kinds of vocabulary words were tested through multiple-choice items in
this question. The use of noun, adjective, the verb phrase and the proper noun were
assessed this year. Only 26% of them scored 4-5 marks. Half of the candidates did not
attempt these questions well. The poor performance in this question revealed pupils’
poor knowledge of Chinese vocabulary. For example, the 2nd item “There hasa
on the road, and we need to contact the police.” The correct answer should have been
“traffic accident”. But some candidates wrongly gave “postman” and “meeting” as the
answer; For the 5" item “Please use this ____ to dry your hands”. The correct answer
should have been “towel”. However, some candidates wrongly gave “watch” and

“bottle” as the answer.



Question 3

Question 3 was split into two parts: 3A and 3B.
This question usually assesses functional reading at a basic level. Candidates were
required to read an advertisement and a poster. They had to show understanding by

locating explicit information from the two given texts.

Since the passage was in conformity with the learners’ interest, the overall performance

was good. 45% of the candidates scored maximum. However, in item 3, it seems that

a few candidates did not understand the meaning of the question “BE&EJLIT{E ? "

Hence, they could not answer this question properly and lost marks.

The second given passage was a poster. It was seen as more challenging than the first
passage. 33% of the candidates scored maximum marks. A few candidates failed to
answer the second and third items as they did not understand the meaning of the

questions.

Question 4

This question assesses candidates’ knowledge and ability to write Modern Chinese
characters based on the Chinese pinyin provided. A short paragraph was set and
candidates had to complete the text by filling the blanks with the correct answer.

Some candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the task and scored
maximum marks. However, a majority of candidates could not score highly. This

guestion carries 5 marks. Only 25% of the candidates scored between 3 and 5 marks.

The well-done items were:

ltem 3 (da) KEHE.

ltem 5 ( kaixin ) Frilyihiq,
The following items were found challenging:

ltem 1 (mian tido) E&E. Many candidates did not know how to write “5&”.



ltem 2 BIZA] (song) EHLEM—IKEH . Many candidates struggled with

spelling of the word“x%”and wrongly gave “#”as answer.

ltem 4 ZXBAY] (mian tido) i’ﬁ&ﬁ)ﬁo candidates struggled with the spelling of

the word“5E"and wrongly gave “Bt” and “Bf”as answer. Hence, they lost marks.



Question 5

This question usually assesses candidates’ ability to deal with grammar and writing in
context. A short paragraph containing five items with grammatical and Modern Chinese
characters with mistakes were set and candidates were required to correct these mistakes.
Many candidates did not understand the meaning of the text. Hence, they could not cope
with this question well. This question carries 5 marks. Only about 17% of the candidates

scored between 3 and 5 marks.

The best-done items were:

ltem 3/PE{R (1R ) X,

ltem 5 HlEs AR ( X ) o S #EXK,

The following items were found challenging:

ltem 1 =8 (M8 ) #X. Some candidates did not understand the meaning of the
sentence. Hence, they did not know what to write.

ltem 2 HlER A () T. Many candidates did not know the word “¥+” and did not

answer this item.

ltem 4 5 ( 7% ) 1VE. Many candidates did not know how to write the Chinese

character “Ji0” and wrongly gave “B&"and “{/5”as answer. Hence, they lost marks.



Question 6

Question 6 was split into two parts: 6A and 6B.

Question 6A

This task is a closed Cloze Text. Candidates were required to complete a text with 5

blanks using one suitable word to be chosen from a given list. It carries 5 marks. The
majority of candidates did not attempt this question well and, there were only 30% of

the candidates who scored between 3 and 5 marks.

The passage set was based on “On Monday morning, when Zhang Wenyuan woke up,
he heard the sound of rain. He looked out of the window and saw dark clouds filling
the sky. Worried that he might get soaked on his way to school, he quickly grabbed an

umbrella. Once he was ready, Zhang Wenyuan set off for school.”

Many candidates did not attempt this question. Thus, they did not score any mark.

Some candidates lost marks because they could not fill in the words: “#WiE” . “1R
[Ri#h”and “H A" in the appropriate blanks. However, some candidates did not

understand the meaning of “#;E” and “H A" .

Question 6B
This task is an open Cloze Text. Candidates were required to complete a text with 5

blanks using one suitable word. It carries 5 marks. There only 15% of the candidates

managed to score 3 to 5 marks.

Some candidate scored maximum marks because a range of answers was accepted.
They could fill “classroom/school” in Item 1, “speak/talk/say” in Item 2 and “several
minutes /one minute/one hour/after a while” in Item 5. However, candidates who were
not able to fill in the blanks properly did so as they did not understand the meaning of

the short text, or struggled to find the appropriate word which suited the context.



Question 7

This question usually assesses functional writing. Candidates were required to write
50-60 words on the given task — writing a short letter. They were assessed on their
ability to complete the task properly and their accurate use of Modern Chinese. This

guestion carries 10 marks.

The following prompts had been given to guide the candidates:
- EHESHLEEET?
AHSEMILEIT?
AHRILAFFIR?
HE FESMERS ?
ABREMBREBEMHLIEDN?
FEN
On the whole, there were some candidates who produced good pieces of writing.
However, 63% of the candidates did not attempt this question and did not score any
mark. This showed that many candidates have not mastered the skills of writing

functional task.

The following sample of functional writing is an illustration of the strengths and

weaknesses encountered in this year’s paper.



Functional writing 1 (9—10 %)

RER/NE
fR4F |

TTA+TESREMER  BRBBICKSNENEHS | AR EHRK
K. EHETFRRAFE. NEFVNMET SR, BBRIEAN] LI —HEIEI]BE
%,

fR—EEFRKMH | FIR !

SRR - T

This functional writing is a good piece of work. All required points are developed in
detail. G/S/P and syntax are very accurate. The vocabulary is accurate and appropriate.
The sentence structures are varied and the candidates demonstrates the ability of
writing to use different types of sentences for particular effects. This piece of work could

only score highly.




Functional writing 2 (6—8 7))

RERVNE

HEBRRSNBEN TS EHS. REEZA+ES | ZHXRE
ZTEH=. £HSER E/N\REAFRK. FAE F/Jemimesk, BX
ERSFED. BEFRXW , 2ERNAZEN. BINEHZ LN

fRESAA R : FKIE

The functional writing is relevant to the topic. All points are developed. G/S/P and
syntax are essentially accurate. The vocabulary is accurate. The sentences show
some variety. However, on linguistic aspects, one can find a few mistakes which places
it in a 6-8 band.




Functional writing 3 (3—5 %)

RA=RINRAN :

freF. HRER , HFMWEARRLtAtH. £ASERR. LF+ R
ATHFRARR. MEESNEHZ.

HEEIRERR.

fRESAAR - &X

This functional writing shows some awareness of the intended task. Required points
are addressed but lack of detail can be noted. G/S/P and syntax are accurate enough
but errors are noticeable. The vocabulary is simple. The work lacks some coherence

in the flow of ideas. This implies that it can only score average marks.
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Functional writing 4 (1—2 43

RENDD

ik

BHAEBSZ 03 A 03 B E21T. BRMAERSHERNIZ. HENRRK
MEBRSR., HMEBR15: 00 F8. ERESODHIZ 165ZK S

fREISFARRR : 1595

This functional writing shows no real sense of audience and purpose. Required points
are addressed briefly. G/S/P and syntax are erratic. The vocabulary is simple and

inaccurate, placing it in a band of 1 to 2 marks.
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Question 8

This question assesses candidates’ ability to read an extended passage of a narrative
or informative type. Candidates are assessed, including inter alia, on their ability to
locate explicit information, make inferences, synthesise information, explain the
meaning of words as used in the given context, follow the chronology of events, identify

main ideas and offer personal response.

The narrative passage set was about a brother and sister who lived together in the
countryside. When the brother was eighteen and the sister was fifteen, their parents
passed away, leaving the two siblings to depend on each other. The brother took on
the responsibility of caring for his sister. The brother was diligent and eager to learn,
while the younger sister was obedient and sensible. When the brother graduated from
high school, he was ranked first in his class and earned a government scholarship to
study abroad. However, he was worried that if he left, there would be no one to look
after his sister. Just when he felt completely stuck, a neighbour stepped in to help. She
agreed to take care of the sister, easing the brother’'s worries and allowing him to
pursue his studies abroad.

Some candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the passage and scored
good marks. As usual, weaker ones showed difficulties in reading with understanding.
There were also some who were not able to express the key ideas when answering

the items.

The following items were found challenging by the candidates.

ltem 2 B Z2HF NS S , thEZ2F AT A2 The expected answer was (i
KB/EEGE., (i) xFMBAR,

Some candidates gave the wrong answer as they did not understand the meaning of
the question or they gave only 1 answer instead of 2 answers.

ltem 5 Z2XxFEHREWZHAG , MEBEER THLIF/ER? The expected

answer was

tESHFEVEBATINEE—B KRB THEBFMNEEE. ” Many
candidates wrongly wrote ‘BA] B R F|Z4% |, e EFGFRALER H XK. it
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seemed that many candidates could not understand the question 3F;H Band hence
could not attempt this item.

ltem 7 NfTAPRIEBELL)EZF L TFT T2 The expected answer was N 1 %

M ik, Some candidates wrongly answered RAE XL EZFIEHL T T, as
they did not understand the meaning of the question.

ltem 9 I —IR L R D AR © The expected answerwas (i) FIEENH
NRONEE. REYEE , thEXASIEERITT , B8FX. MER
EES , AreadEl=Z2s |, theXit EEHEFEEM.

(i) HIZNMMRESR/NL Z. RL/)N  B2mth=Hik. f7THRE
¥.

Some candidates wrongly wrote (i) PTEFIskkFLEEZ N ; (i) BEH

th NBBA L., as the answer, resulting in loss of marks.

Item 10 assesses knowledge of vocabulary in context. A majority of candidates did not

attempt this question. ( ii ) A~B (From Paragraph 1) : The expected answer was
A fY. Some candidates wrongly answered F2&/MB. (ii) &> (From
Paragraph 2) : The expected answer was FFily/fR%<. Some candidates wrongly
answered FF3¢/E . (iv) ZPR (From Paragraph 3) : The expected answer

was 222X, Some candidates wrongly answered BBJEl/FX%7. Hence, they lost marks.

The best-done items were:

ltem 1 P EBFNFNFEEM)L ? The expected answer was £ . /£ %, /FIE
MEIFEEZ T, SIEMFHTEEZH,

ltem 3 £ BE =M+ 4 ? The expected answer was RIS EIEEITI.
/LRI R EE A EEEITT,

tem 4 HIEXREBEZEALTEINLH 2 BEBELMNPNEZRE. The expected answer was
(i) k. (i) fTHET.
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ltem 6 AT APJEE/LLEERBFIE ? The expected answer was [ BB $Hi(Mth
HERN , E=RBREsl. /fTEHEMBEEN  Z2E ARSI,

ltem 8 fT B B R ZH W 1A ? The expected answer was " LLfg — & £ [B] & FR o
REY. "/MLUE—E =B E R A WY,
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Question 9

Question 9 A assesses candidates’ ability to translate common English words into
Modern Chinese. Candidates were required to translate five words from English into
Chinese. It carries 5 marks. The majority of candidates did not do well in this question.
There were only 12% of the candidates who scored 4 to 5 marks.

The common errors found in scripts were:

banana: & slowly: [E[2ith to sleep: BE/HEDT

Question 9 B assesses candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English
into Modern Chinese. A good number of candidates were not able to do this question
well. It carries 5 marks. 35% of the candidates scored between 4 and 5 marks. Many
candidates lost marks due to incorrect spelling:

The common errors found in scripts were:

yesterday: BFR market: 137 were buying: 3K

different: A~ [E]H4 vegetables: Hi3x/H 3 fruits: 7K 5R

returned home: [A]ZX
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Question 10

This question assesses candidates’ ability to produce an extended piece of writing of

about 150 words. They were required to write one composition out of a choice of
narrative or descriptive topics. It assesses higher order writing skills, especially,
candidates’ ability to develop a given storyline creatively and coherently, use accurate
grammar to express themselves, their ability to use varied sentence structures and the
richness and appropriateness of the vocabulary used. This question carries 15 marks.

The descriptive topic was:

(—) BNX : BREAERUEIN— NS, (BERER 71T

o WEITHL. ARSE. )
And the narrative topic was:

(=) BUBX : BAL MITGFRE—1TMHUE
“BIRFAARBARNNE , RS 7

On the whole, candidates’ performance was far below expectations. But there were still
some candidates who produced good pieces of writing in a satisfactory way. Only 20%
of the population got 10-15 marks. A good number of candidates left this question
unattempted. It was alarming to see 60% of the candidates did not score any mark.
Many candidates’ compositions were full of grammatical errors. Inappropriate use of
case-endings, wrong words, inappropriate verb-tense usage and sentence writing

were noted. This shows that candidates have not mastered the skill of writing an essay.

The following sample of compositions is an illustration of the strengths and weaknesses

encountered in this year’s paper.
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Composition 1 (Band 1: 13—15 43

FELEAYE , ReEm#% , EREZBAERNBENZN |

HTFSXEEHX , BAALNE. ABHNER AR , 81
AEREFFEREE

BNEEDBEAGFTIRENTE , ETHFATHI—1TZEH. —
RATE—IE , AEEMNDE CELGX. BN —LENS—LBE KR
Bt K¥ET !

BAILEDNE L. BNER , FURE 7 RS, ER2WETH

MR, REEXR , AN XBHERRBAER , NINAYS , AT KR
ENRTE .

This composition is a good piece of work. The candidate made a noticeable attempt to
aptly describe the scenery of the seaside and the feelings of his family when they
arrived at the beach. Itis a good piece of work with descriptive elements. The grammar
and overall Chinese expression are good. The vocabulary is wide and precise. The
sentence structures are varied. This demonstrates the candidate’s skill to use different
types of sentences for particular effects. Such writing can only deserve to be in Band
1.
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Composition 2 (Band 2: 10—12 43

—X , BARTHKR , FROCFINTRN.

BX , EHEE , MEW , —&izik. thi)E2HERIAEL.

B, KK, i EFZR0E | thiIZEAERNFR. i
A8 BERBA LUt 6. 2RMMATUEMRIE | thilz=E
%o I5RE. REFT 7, XXMM ZRHE |, wil8EX
A FTLARRRR M.

B ISR R RAEE | thiRE54

This composition is relevant to the theme set. Some variety in sentence structures can
be seen, including the confident use of complex sentences. The reader’s interest is
generally sustained. However, lack of vocabulary and a few errors were noticeable

which places it in Band 2.
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Composition 3 (Band 3: 7—9 73")

H+ZS5WEH , B8 A AR, ZHNERAKR , ZHFFHNAR.

BEBRNTRER , HIBMRBNEHS. HFEE  RETEH.
AEMERS  RTFSBIEMAR KL RRE. HMNEEBLER
MRAFMARIREE ? &R R, HFEEBR.

HAeplx  HEINHMFARRET |, & JH. FERFHARE
ARBOEE |, RS iR, IR0, BEES. EKil2E
HMERIZ. HEENS T _EH=.

The composition is relevant but has elementary content. The sentences show some
variety in structure and length. However, on linguistic aspects, one can find multiple

errors hindering fluency and understanding.
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Composition 4 (Band 4: 4—6 73)

KREE—EXBL.

B—IBmERX. FEREKMRIE , BE&FOARES KT
&, RS2 RS FiLMO]  ROIEEXE ? "thi]ZFRR
EAE 7. ilNEFEKRE , SHMEIL,

A EX 7 ice cream AFEXEE. XENRERIKX.

From this composition, it can been seen that although there is relevant content, the
descriptions are very simple and, lack detail. Moreover, the story is very simple. Also,
spelling mistakes are noticeable. With thorough revision and fewer mistakes, this essay

could have scored better marks.
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Composition 5 (Band 5: 1—3 73")

WAL RMFIDEL I — NI . B, WHIK. Wra] 744 NS5
AR o IR WO NP .

This composition is incomplete, and it contains numerous grammatical mistakes. The
candidate used both English and Pinyin to replace the words, they did not know in
Chinese. The sentence structures are very simple. The essay in general lacks fluency,

placing it in Band 5.

Recommendations

The following recommendations can improve the teaching of Modern Chinese as a

foreign language to Mauritian students in secondary schools:

1. Educators are advised to create a better learning environment in classrooms by
making use of blended-learning methodology and interactive strategies.

2. The use of other languages like English, French and Kreol Morisien should be
avoided as far as possible while teaching Chinese.

3. More emphasis should be laid on vocabulary, grammar, and the application in
sentence writing.

4. Students should be motivated to develop their listening and speaking skills by

communicating in the Chinese language.
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