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Introduction

The NCE Assessment assessed the proficiency of candidates in reading, writing,
grammar and the use of Urdu and translation.

The linguistic competencies are divided as follows:

» Reading (25%)

» Writing (25%)

» Grammar and the use of Urdu (40%)
» Translation (10%)

» Candidates are advised to read widely to build up their vocabulary in Urdu.
= Candidates need to be familiar with grammatical terms and rules in Urdu.
» |n grammar, candidates are still facing problems with the following:
o Use of verb in different tenses. (Question 1, Item 6)
o Contrast between transitive and Intransitive verbs. (Question 1,
Item 3)
o Use of conjunctions (Question 1, Iltem 9).

* In Reading Comprehension
o Candidates perform well on literal questions since clear and correct
answers can be found within the text.
» |tis challenging for candidates to answer questions assessing vocabulary
words in context.
* In Writing

o Candidates should be more careful with the use of grammar,
spelling and punctuation.

o Narrative Essays require candidates to have an elaborate content
with wide and precise vocabulary to maintain the reader’s interest
throughout.

o Descriptive Essays require candidates to use accurate and
appropriate vocabulary to create an atmosphere.

= In Translation

o Candidates generally fared well when finding the appropriate
vocabulary for translation

o Applying rules to the translation proved to be challenging to most.



The NCE assessment in Urdu is meant to evaluate the level of competencies acquired
by the candidates. The tasks set assess reading comprehension, writing skills
(Functional & Extended writing), the appropriate use of grammar, word and sentence
formations in Urdu and translation.

It is to be pointed out that in this year’s session, of the NCE assessment, the overall
performance of students was discouraging, a pass rate of 72.7% as compared to 74.6%
in 2023. Nevertheless, the strongest candidates were exceptionally competent in Urdu
language since they excelled in making accurate use of grammar, spelling and
punctuation. They produced polished and eloguent pieces of writing. They were also
able to deal with higher order questions in the reading comprehension.

However, it has been observed that for a number of candidates, the proper use of
common vocabulary remains a challenge. It was noticeable that in the vocabulary
guestion of the Extended Reading task (Question 8, Item 12), performance of students
was disappointing since they could not fulfil the requirements of the task.

As far as writing is concerned, on the whole, candidates wrote narrative essays better
than descriptive essays. Far too often, narrative essays were produced instead of
descriptive ones. Candidates did not possess a range and depth of vocabulary in order
to offer high quality descriptions to create an atmosphere in descriptive essays. For
Functional writing, the strongest candidates had a grasp of the content with accurate
and appropriate vocabulary. The work produced were well organised and coherent.

In general, for translation, candidates performed relatively well with the exception of
some grammatical mistakes. Transliteration of words has been noticed when students
had to translate a small paragraph, (Question 9B) which needs to be discouraged.



Question 1 tests a range of basic grammatical items. It uses multiple choice items and
open-ended questions to assess candidate’s ability to deal with basic but essential
grammatical items in Urdu at this level. In this assessment session, the following points
were assessed:

Use of prepositions, pronouns (Personal, Interrogative, Relative and Possessive), linking
sentences using coordinating conjunctions, the use of tenses (Past, Past Perfect &
Future Tense), re-writing a sentence in the negative form, identifying adverbs, ordinal
numbers, Antonyms and spelling exercise.

The best-done items were those dealing with postpositions (Question 1, Items 1 & 7),
personal and interrogative pronouns (Question 1, Items 2 & 10), sentence in negative
form (Question 1, Item 13) and Quantifiers (Question 1, Iltem 4).

Candidates had greater difficulty with Items testing the correct form of the verb (Question
1, Items 3 & 6), identifying the appropriate adverb (Question 1, Item 12) and spelling
exercise (Question 1, Item 14).

Examiners would like to draw the attention of candidates to the importance of indicating
their answers clearly when making corrections to their answers in the MCQs. Very often,
when crossing out an answer and choosing another one, they do not indicate their
answer clearly enough. Candidates are therefore encouraged to write out their answers
clearly in the space available to them if this happens.

Item 1 This item tests postpositions and their correct usage based on gender and

number agreement in Urdu. ¢/£L% is a proper noun and is often treated as feminine and
™ is also feminine and is singular. The option < correctly indicates possession and

agrees with the feminine noun *.

Therefore, this item is assessing the understanding of possessive postpositions and
their agreement with the nouns they modify.

Item 2 This item tests pronouns and their correct usage in context. The question is
asking someone about the time they will come from the office, so it is directed at the

person being asked. ( is the appropriate choice. Therefore, this exercise assesses the



candidates’ understanding of personal pronoun and their correct application in a given
context.

Item 3 This item tests verb-object agreement. The verb sx,3(bought) needs to agree

with the subject uj‘(l) and the object djb/(car) in terms of gender and number.

Item 4 This item tests quantifiers and contextual understanding. The options represent
different quantities and the correct choice should logically fit the context of the sentence

regarding how many mice are in the shop. g.,g would be the most straightforward and

logical choice, indicating a specific quantity. Thus, the item is primarily assessing the
candidates’ ability to select the appropriate quantifier based on context.

Item 5 This item tests possessive pronouns and their appropriate usage in context. The
word -~ indicates possession, meaning ‘my’ in English. The sentence translates to ‘In

difficult times, my friends come to help me.” The use of «— +* establishes a personal

connection between the person and the friends mentioned. Therefore, this exercise
assesses the candidates’ understanding pf possessive pronouns and their ability to use
them correctly within a sentence.

Item 6 This item tests verb forms and tense agreement. df d/correctly completes the
sentence and maintains proper tense agreement with the subject (& ¢ which is

masculine but in this context, uses the feminine form because dtiw is feminine.

Therefore, this exercise is assessing the candidates’ understanding of verb conjugation,
tense usage and their ability to correctly complete a sentence in Urdu.

Item 7 In this sentence with the correct answer being é, the item is testing

postpositions and their correct usage in Urdu. LZisa postposition used to indicate
relationships such as possession or location. The sentence translates to ‘we went to the

sea’s edge in the evening.’ Here, A.Jl:-'/z_( 4 (the edge of the sea) shows a



relationship between the sea and its edge. < completes the sentence correctly by

indicating the relationship between &+ and 4.)&'/.

Item 8 This item is testing Future Tense verb conjugation.b/ A’-te fits the sentence

contextually by indicating a future action related to »#-. Therefore, this exercise is

assessing the candidates’ understanding of verb forms in the future tense and their
ability to apply the correct conjugation based on the subject and tense.

Item 9 This item assesses the candidates’ understanding of conjunctions and their

ability to use them to connect ideas appropriately in a sentence. ,Lf correctly completes
the sentence by linking the two subjects and conveying the intended meaning.

Item 10 With the correct answer being u"/ the exercise is testing interrogative pronouns
and their correct usage in forming questions in Urdu. The sentence translates to ‘At

which college does Shakir work?’. The word is used to inquire about the specific
college related to Shakir's work.

Item 11 This item assesses the candidates’ understanding of relative pronouns and their

ability to use them to connect clauses in a sentence appropriately. #. correctly

completes the sentence by providing a relationship between the reclining chair and the
information about its age.

Item 12 2~ appropriately completes the sentence by reinforcing the idea that washing

hands is an essential routine before eating. Therefore, this item assesses the
candidates’ understanding of adverbs of frequency and their ability to use them correctly
to convey the regularity of actions in a sentence.

Item 13 This item tests the candidates’ understanding of verb negation in Urdu. This

often involves adding words like u,,‘”’/,a/u to the verb. The negative form of this

sentence would be -(* uj’” L Jl! %—



Thus, this item is assessing the candidates’ ability to understand and apply the rules of
verb negation in Urdu sentences.

Item 14 This exercise is testing the candidates’ understanding of spelling and
orthography in Urdu. The task requires the candidates to identify and correct the spelling

of the word J’]», meaning exercise. The correction demonstrates that the candidates
have knowledge of proper spelling and the ability to correct spelling errors.

Item 15 This item assesses the candidates’ understanding of antonyms in Urdu‘o/ is

the appropriate antonym of J3le, demonstrating that the candidate can identify words
with opposite meanings.



This question assesses knowledge of basic vocabulary items in context.

Item 1  This item tests vocabulary and sentence structure. It checks whether the
candidates understand the meaning of words and their context in a sentence. The

correct answer is (Ul because the sentence mentions needing something to store
clothes and a wardrobe is used for that purpose.

Item 2 This item is testing the ability to understand word meaning and sentence context.

The correct answer is L because the sentence is about celebrating a birthday and
decorating the house with flowers is appropriate in this context. However, some

candidates chose /jJ as the answer because they focused on the word J#’Z possibly
misinterpreting the context of the sentence.

Item 3  This item tests the understanding of adjectives and their appropriate use in a

sentence. The correct answer is «~"(lazy) because the sentence describes a child
who never does his homework, which aligns with being lazy. Other options, such as

LU, bz and I do not fit the context of the sentence.

Item 4  This item assesses the ability to match the context of an activity with the

appropriate location. The correct answer is Jlil because the sentence mentions buying
vegetables and the market is the correct place for this activity. Other options like eJ): [

1 s./‘@ and Jl&:“" do not fit the context.

Item 5  This item is testing the ability to choose the correct verb based on the context

of the sentence. The correct answer is [Js» because the sentence mentions ‘ten miles’

which requires a verb that indicates movement or distance and (s fits appropriately. The



word djW/acts as a clue to the candidates to identify the correct answer, since players
are associated.

Question 3 assessed reading comprehension at a basic level and to locate information
and write brief and accurate answers is essential. This exercise was made up of two
parts, Part A, a Note and Part B, a Poster.

On the whole, this question was well attempted by the majority of candidates as the
guestions were direct and they have successfully identified and retrieved the information
that is relevant to the specific goal of reading or looking for specific ideas.

However, some of the candidates lost marks due to indiscriminate lifting from the text.

Question 3 A, Candidates were able to grasp the basic information given in the note and
answered most of the questions correctly.

Item 2 Many candidates answered this item incorrectly by giving //”"J:u _f;a Y&

PRg

While the correct answer is /b {V u/l:-z/;’ u..”),“‘

For this item, even full lifting is acceptable since we do not have surplus information in
that sentence.

Item 3 Many candidates wrote both the starting and ending times instead of just 10
o’clock, resulting in loss of marks since excess information was provided.

Question 3 B, a poster about a company offering cleaning services was set. The
required information was explicitly stated in the text and most candidates were able to
answer the questions correctly. However, some candidates lifted the whole sentence
which had excess information and consequently they were penalised.

Iltem 1 A proper name should have been given to avoid confusion for the noun /

Answers received for this item were:

Joot A Que A 36- F



Item 5 Little credit was given to candidates who gave excess information like:

_é/u}wmwar/ ul/d/f’lytzbﬂ/bé&ffaé.éwby"”,g/

The correct answer was simply: <3~/ (2

This question assessed word formation in context. A short passage about how to remain
in good health was set, with the words needing transformation given in brackets. This
guestion was successfully attempted by the majority of candidates, which suggests that
the common word formation rules have been generally acquired.

Item 1

The transformation of the noun =4’ to ,«)59 did not pose difficulty to the majority of
candidates.

Item 2

For Item 2, candidates were required to transform the noun Jl into (S)l~ . Most of them
managed to do so while some attempted to change it into plural form.

Item 3

For item 3, most candidates provided the correct answer, d:} but some mistakenly used
the plural form, possibly because they noticed the .

Common mistakes included <l and < 4.

Item 4

Candidates gave answers like u'; and uf". However, not many were able to provide

the correct answer which is dLr"



Item 5

Candidates had to transform the adverb J3# to the noun <3< and the managed to do
So.

Question 5 is the error hunt task and assessed candidates’ ability to deal with grammar
and spelling in context. A short text containing grammatical and spelling mistakes was
set. The mistakes were already identified (through underlining) and candidates were
required to correct them. This question was generally answered, with the exception of
Item 1.

Item 1

This item is testing the correct spelling and grammatical form of the word <~/ (teeth).
Errors candidates made:

e Using the incorrect singular form «~/5 instead of «~I».

e Not recognising that </l is already a plural noun in Urdu (the singular form is

«~ly and it remains the same in plural).

Item 2

This item is testing the correct usage of the possessive pronoun a tJ in relation to the
noun ($ys. Since $ys is a feminine noun, the correct possessive pronoun should be uf,i

A few candidates did not match the possessive pronoun with the gender of (§ys,
resulting in a loss of marks.

Item 3

This item is testing the correct verb form and its agreement with the subject in terms of

number and person. In this sentence, the subject is s (he) which is singular. Therefore,

10



the verb should be in the singular form <. Many candidates successfully attempted this
item.

Item 4

This item is testing the correct verb form in relation to the subject’'s gender and number.
Candidates did well in general.

Item 5

The correct form should be d/instead of &£ because w is a feminine noun and the
possessive pronoun must agree with the gender of the noun. Candidates did quite well

except a few who wrote K.

Question 6 is the cloze text, a higher order reading task which assesses candidates’
overall knowledge of language (Grammar, Syntax and Vocabulary). It is divided into two
parts, both based on same topic. The first part, a closed Cloze Text where the words
were already given and candidates had to choose the appropriate word for each gap
provided. Part B is an open Cloze Text, requiring candidates to use the given context
and draw on their linguistic knowledge to make educated guesses of what word might be
suitable in the given gaps.

Part A

Most candidates answered this section of the question successfully and the majority of
the candidates scored well on this task. Students need to read all the words in the box
and read the text before they start to answer in order to get the correct meaning. They
also need to take into consideration the grammatical form of the words.

The best-done items were:

Item 1 -2
Item 2 (LJ!

ltem 3 (57
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Item 4 sl

Item 5 w’j

In the Item 1, some candidates wrote the word 2+ instead of = .

Part B of this question is the open cloze text. Many candidates still find it difficult to
answer the open cloze text. It is a higher order reading task that calls for the capacity to
infer the word that would be most appropriate to fill the provided gaps using contextual
cues. Candidates should have a strong receptive and productive vocabulary to be able
to handle this type of task. Many struggled with this task mainly due to an inability to
make use of the context for meaning. Others provided answers which clearly
demonstrated a lack of understanding of the passage.

Item 1 This item was successfully attempted as candidates were able to write the correct
answer.

Answers like j and V&‘ were correct while (/” was rejected.

For Item 2, as a continuity, the word gfnj/;/f‘lrwere fit as answers but f A was not
accepted as only one word should be accepted as per the instruction in the question.

Item 3

Most of the candidates were able to write the correct answer ujn :

Item 4

Item 4 also had various appropriate answers and most candidates responded well.

Accepted answers were: LJ7 Lt/ I:Lef/

Item 5

This item had a wide range of answers which were suitable for the context and the
majority of candidates were able to find a plausible word. Generally, well answered gap.
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Question 7 is the basic writing task, with candidates required to write a short text of 50-60
words on a functional task. They are essentially assessed on their ability to write using
accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation and showing good awareness of the
audience and purpose. Given the word limit, candidates were not expected to elaborate
on the given points but simply to address them clearly.

This year, the following task was set:

You went to the hospital for treatment. You write a letter of gratitude to the doctor
between 50 to 60 words containing the following points:

e When did you go to the hospital?
e Why did you go to the hospital?
e How did the doctor treat you?

e How did you find the doctor?

e Thank the doctor for his help.

Most of the candidates addressed the issue in the letter and limited themselves to the
bullet points. Some grammatical, spelling and punctuation mistakes were noted, some
candidates even left this question blank. Nevertheless, many candidates showed
evidence of good grip and command over the target language and wrote good and
accurate letters too.

For example:
N TSV A »,«/éd—dﬁé' - by

e Bhg - e . e U

Candidates should be encouraged to respond to all given bullet points in order to gain
marks.

Weaker candidates found it hard to provide clear organized thoughts on the subject and
in some cases overlooked one or two bullet points.

It is important to note that candidates are not expected to use sophisticated vocabulary
nor complex sentence structures. Candidates are assessed on their ability to complete
the task correctly in clear and simple Urdu with an accurate use of grammar and spelling.

The following samples illustrate the range of answers obtained this year. They are
provided to give Educators an idea of standards and of Examiner’s expectations. Each
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example is provided with comments to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the
writing.

Functional Writing 1

T leolo 2B o,

o 2d et b T 7 2 T S 2 A
Ko VQ%D,! PAAPDIS %{Ta— Y S-Sl UK’U)' ,’g-‘/Cv”‘
M-ﬂ;fé 5/8@/ d/uj-uﬂ ko J'(uf =k L -t QU
2T S s Qb S T

Functional Writing 2

lobo I i,
@#Mwwz.q.wy’m@é-ffdgmw/é
WIS el Ut 6 TG e 36 TEL AL
et o Tor W B Uy 26 T et U

- J
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Functional Writing 3

_,!,Tlg_,:u/”'!/i —J,

é L TS 7oy 4—/:‘-%&'@&;“’ =4O

W zsbe e & TP P el L2 2 S UM
Al LFCE TS GG et LLToEF
-Ur L"//l,l ,,/6 b/%:,i”c: D¢ w/'/

Functional Writing 4

Mlleole B,
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‘ﬂjt{'&ifz'/w"gdty‘c uf’:'/;.-i Y e end ;;T,J/q.,g«l

*

S~

Ji»iéiw;{vgé-tfé &b éiw@ﬂﬂﬁé,_{i_(f
b/b.;TLf..“&Lwd/v":urﬂlfﬂv@fﬂhf:v'-iﬂﬁé”/
-Ur o

These functional writing pieces scored very good marks. From the outset, it is obvious that
these candidates have a clear awareness of audience and purpose. The candidates were
able to develop all required points, bringing a lot of details to the writing. The grammar
and spelling are very accurate and the vocabulary is appropriate. These organised and
coherent pieces of writing deserved a very high mark and are in Band 1.

Functional Writing 5

Fiovr 5 i,
G L & T de st BE e 25 F Oy i
o S T L S Tt Bl et s
S d/g.]
W

g

Functional writing 5 is a good piece of writing. The candidate showed an awareness of
audience and purpose. Most of the points were developed. The linguistic aspects were
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essentially accurate but occasional slips are apparent. As far as the vocabulary is
concerned, it is accurate. This piece of writing is organised but lacks the overall fluency of
a Band 1 script and did not deserve the best marks. Therefore, it scores a Band 2.

Functional Writing 6

P bl T
,?u,[,%T.‘fu/b,:2,[.4,/!,!,1,135/%,7@_,4_,@’%!/4,%1
s U5’tew“‘55£~;«7-Uﬂ&3’Cu/¢ LW TS =
Auws SOt ot L TS sy e
N
& T

ﬂylﬁ

In this piece of writing most of the points have been addressed. The linguistic aspects are
accurate enough but errors are noticeable. The vocabulary is almost accurate but simple.
Some coherence is noted in the flow of ideas. This writing, despite the effort of being
relevant can only stay in the lower range of Band 3.

Functional Writing 7

LJLP/“’/; L')L«g.
e el Sl ety it G WU
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This writing is relevant, with some attempt at addressing the points briefly but there are
multiple linguistic weaknesses in it. Numerous grammatical mistakes are noticed with

verbs wrongly conjugated. Hence, this writing scores very low marks, thereby staying in
Band 4.

Functional Writing 8

oo B i,
W * iwassickandIwas dying.

ic
SE T

*

This writing is meaningless as the candidate has not answered in target language.
Therefore, it scores a 0 mark and is in Band 5.

18



The extended reading comprehension task assesses comprehension skills in a more
varied way and at different levels than the basic reading. This year, a narrative text was
set. The passage was about a new friendship between Majid and Sara, both students of
grade 8. Candidates generally performed well on questions testing literal understanding.
However, questions requiring the ability to make inference and read between lines proved
to be problematic for some candidates though it was clearly indicated from which
paragraph to find the answers.

It was also noteworthy that questions requiring knowledge of vocabulary in the context
proved to be very challenging to even better candidates. Only candidates from the higher
ability groups could demonstrate their ability of making inferences and explaining the
meaning of words as used in the given context. Some candidates appeared to be
unfamiliar with the requirements of this task.

Candidates are advised to pay close attention to the following:

e Lifting is acceptable if the question does not ask candidates to answer in their
own words.

e Excess information in an answer is not given credit.

e Grammatical and spelling mistakes are not penalised if evidence of
understanding is clearly shown.

The following items are worthy of comment.

ltem1& 2

Whole lift was accepted and was given credit as there was no excess information.
Item 3

For this item, even if the candidate wrote the direct speech exactly as it appears in the
passage, full credit was given.

Iltem 4,5,6,7,8,9(a)
Whole lift was accepted and was given full marks as there was no excess information.
Item 9(b)

For this item, the question was ‘How did Sarah and Majid feel?’

The emphasis was on the word ‘feel’. Therefore, the simple answer was dﬂ u;-@’

However, candidates who lifted indiscriminately by adding dﬁ u,,"” & » d/ul, ended up
losing marks.

Item 10 & 11
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Whole lifting was given full credit and most candidates could answer with satisfactory
answers.

Item 12

This part of question was found to be challenging by many candidates. They were not able
to figure out the meaning of vocabulary in context. This clearly indicates they should read
more and need greater practice with vocabulary in context. Some candidates appeared to
be unfamiliar with the requirements of this task. Some translated the words where a few
wrote sentences with the given words. Quite a few candidates did not understand the
meaning of words. They wrote superfluous and meaningless answers. Spelling mistakes
were not penalised for this item. Educators are requested to encourage candidates to write
accurately, using appropriate G/S/P so that candidates do not lose marks.

Common answers given were:

Jjw,,wéJi»!q-mé/iicl:/'/de—wiJ:MJ
L% w"’;,g-"u‘q-t“//w%iig!

b, 2 b suils L
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Part A of this question assessed candidates’ ability to translate common English words
into Urdu whereas Part B had a short paragraph to be translated from English into Urdu.

Part A

The overall performance was satisfactory. Many candidates demonstrated strong
translation abilities. However, a few candidates either lacked the skills of translation or
ignored this part.

Among the best done items were:

Item 2 Moon A
Item 3 Shop ub/a
Item 5 Suddenly J/Lai

4

Candidates, however struggled with the following items:

Item 1 Horse l,éj d)ﬁ}f

Item 4 Famous w2y Z)

Educators are reminded that spelling mistakes in this item are penalised. Thus, Educators
are advised to lay emphasis on the correct spelling of words in translation exercises at
school.

Part B

This question tested candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English to
Urdu. A considerable number of candidates managed to translate the paragraph. The
most frequent translation errors in this section were that of syntactic and semantic. Few
candidates even left some units or whole paragraph blank. Several candidates
transliterated some words as they could not write their translation in Urdu. A few
candidates even translated the short paragraph in French.

Some common mistakes were:

Holidays wrongly written as u.l,«",ﬁi/é’{' 4%

Delicious was translated as ﬂ;’/j

21



Candidates omitted some words while translating. For instance, the words ‘my’ and
‘also’. However, overall, candidates demonstrated a satisfactory performance in this
translation exercise.

e Students must be trained to apply grammatical rules in translation and to pay
attention to correct spelling of words.

e Students must be reminded that translation of each and every word is marked
and no transliteration is accepted.
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® In this question, candidates were asked to write a composition of about 150 words on
one of the topics given.

» They were required to write one composition out of a choice of a narrative/descriptive
topics.

« Part 2 (narrative) was the favorite choice of the candidates. However, many had also
opted for part 1 (descriptive).

* It was indeed very good and encouraging to see the variety of imaginative writing that
the candidates provided in their essays.

» Some excellent scripts with a good mastery of the Urdu Language were found.

There were beautiful expressions and proverbs found in the compositions of some
candidates. Few examples are:

RSPS9 G P ]
(b 1 2 ﬁ,«lu}’/ Ly“ulid}b/?o)/u,« - Lf/u‘;”)d/dp
-0 u@éﬁurﬁw‘ggmuw - w;wwwuﬁf}ﬁ -

As was noted last year, there is room for improvement in this task. Being able to write a
continuous piece of prose in accurate Urdu remains a skill which has not been mastered
by a vast majority. It is noteworthy that this skill offers candidates the foundation to be able
to continue their upper secondary education successfully.

The following general advice should be helpful to candidates:

« Candidates should identify the key words in the essay titles so as to satisfy the
requirements of the question.

+ Candidates are advised to stay within the word limit and to check their work thoroughly.
* The use of appropriate and varied vocabulary is strongly encouraged.

» Candidates should be precise in the use of grammar, spelling and punctuation.

+ Varied sentence structures should be used in their writing.

» Candidates are recommended to write in a logical and coherent manner. Based on
feedback from Examiners, Educators are strongly advised to address spelling more
directly in class, as many candidates who otherwise expressed themselves quite clearly
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unfortunately struggled to write words as they ought to appear in writing, including basic
words.

The majority of candidates chose the narrative essay over the descriptive one. It might
be because they could have encountered an event like this before and it was easier to
relate to it.

The following samples of essays illustrate the range of answers obtained this year. They

are provided to give Educators an insight of the standards and of examiners’ expectations.
Each essay is provided to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the writing.

NARRATIVE ESSAY

Extended writing 1

E N 5y 9 s Qb QU s L U T 2T
u“[w/;/drcy’uﬂ(d/wwéw e:u“uMJu’“/Z.
o6 AT Bz 5 vy o o o1F i By G
ed d e ooz il +Ju/wﬂubﬁ>£éa-lfﬁ’j3@le
A G T b G 5 1 e STy o ek £
ST ATy P

§wséaresd Lo p i Iimwio
ELL yonaipedh el S0 b Ly v
oo

JIL S et e o yatle/ Qe S L e & Qo
b L Unl, &1 8! U o e O U »’/El{ Z L url
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J,Jd/uié,u*!-gj&gu':‘ufduj”;g-ujfzgé.w“;fd/wﬁu_ﬁf
-biz T u:mﬁf-y'wc :’/Jp gﬁ'/u’ el J&w!-gl‘g ]

A clear example of a complex and sophisticated piece pf writing. This is undoubtedly a
Band 1 essay. The candidate has used an intricate plot and the language is essentially
very accurate throughout. The vocabulary used is impressive. The candidate has made
use of a variety of sentence structures and the coherence in the ideas is noteworthy.

Extended writing 2

o et e FE ST S et
vt f AL AT B G ey S LS
untl
%4Lf/2-JgJULwwéé.u-vi//éu%w-w“wb/;f
ubjbéw/ﬁgw{ﬂfu}t,;»/muwéfuwz{,um/
b e Tl LS B et e e o A
L1l ur e LTniS L Ghie Srpbr S 9 A Sl 2
Shyf e B LYV LG el e e L

Ut
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G- A Liprae AL ol d Pfan Ly T
qwfl(}géa/bjuf-bfwééyu(d/fd’;/f@dtf?
ity

WA e e S WG o P S 2 e s

This is a detailed essay and provides range of vocabulary. The grammatical accuracy is
good and the language used to describe the trends is well-handled. For these reasons,
this essay falls into a Band 1.

Extended writing 3

W& g £ Wl oS 3 £y Yy G BTy MbF s 6 1
Qe el 2 S 7 I L Sy et Lo 5SS o L
vt

L}flub»é/'v-éf & b S Uy f‘pgéé/uj‘ Si€ Uz
LI M S G101 JF et e £ S e ]
u’”,aa?b/uief-iJuﬁu&&f&)afé»ﬂfwéia/
_5,2,/12;/

= S o -LTeb 6 surprise U71-by W o L SwLl 2
Luj‘-éruj‘éﬁ[‘.{.uZ.fz"/&ﬂuw“guf/({i.ﬂm;"uédjb/
D Ik s ug‘!yz —I7 surprise § §I-b ;fw,wdib’d)g
U<l NP surpriseb/o/a-« d/glz,ga Sz ,G:(df ugb&b/uj
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While there is a developed storyline in this response, the language used remains the main
issue. Errors occur when complexity is attempted. The vocabulary is satisfactory and
simple sentences dominate overall. This essay is in Band 2.

Extended writing 4
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The sentence structure is somewhat repetitive. More descriptive details about emotions
and actions could make the narrative more engaging. There are grammatical errors that
need correction for better fluency. The conclusion feels rushed and could be expanded for
a stronger impact. This essay is placed in a Band 3.

Extended writing 5
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This essay lacks clarity at the start, making it hard to understand. Events change too
quickly and feelings are not explained well. There are grammar mistakes and the ending
is too fast. Therefore, this essay can only be placed in Band 4.

Extended writing 6
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This response is significantly irrelevant and below the word limit. Hence it cannot score
highly, placing it in a Band 5.

Extended writing 7
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Question was copied, therefore it falls in a Band 6.
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DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY

Extended writing 8
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This essay is a very good piece of work at this level, with mastery of grammar, spelling
and punctuation. It fulfils the objectives of this question which is to produce a piece of work
using creativity and imagination while making use of appropriate and varied vocabulary.
A variety of sentence structures has been used consistently and in a very natural way.
This essay scores very highly for these reasons and is in Band 1.

Extended writing 9
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This response lacks sophistication. While there is an attempt at complexity, the
descriptions sound more like a series of events. The language has some accurate
vocabulary but punctuation and spelling mistakes are frequent. Hence, this response
scores well, but cannot be awarded the best marks. Therefore, this essay falls into a
Band 2.

Extended writing 10
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The candidate has tried to write some relevant content but the descriptions lack detail.
As far as grammar, spelling and syntax are concerned, errors are frequent. The essay
comprises simple sentence structures and basic vocabulary which are not always

accurate, making it a Band 5 essay.
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