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Introduction

The National Certificate of Education (NCE) assessment assessed the proficiency of
candidates in reading, writing, grammar & use of Telugu and translation. The different
linguistic competencies are divided as follows:

» Reading (25%)

» Writing (25%)

» Grammar and Use of Telugu (40%)
* Translation (10%)

A particular feature of the assessment is that each competency is assessed at different
levels, ensuring greater fairness by giving candidates a better chance to show their
achievement levels.

Key messages
» Candidates are advised to read widely to build up their vocabulary in Telugu.

» Candidates should read instructions attentively.
» Candidates need to be acquainted with grammatical terms in Telugu.
* In Grammar, candidates are still struggling with the following:
v' Verb-Subject Agreement, Subject-Predicate Agreement, Noun-
Adjective Agreement
v Relative pronoun and its agreement in the relative clause
v Exclamatory sentences and their punctuation
v' Transforming declarative sentences into interrogatives and negatives
properly
v' Correct use of the subjunctive mood.
* In Reading comprehension,
v’ candidates fare better on questions requiring literal understanding
v’ candidates struggle with questions assessing higher-order reading skills
like making inferences, offering personal responses and guessing the
meaning of words in context.

* In Writing,
v/ candidates should pay closer attention to their use of grammar,
spelling and punctuation.
v' Narrative essays require candidates to develop a storyline and
use varied sentence structures and a wide range of vocabulary to
sustain the reader’s interest.

v" Descriptive essays require candidates to show a very wide
range of vocabulary to create an atmosphere. Far too often
narrative essays were produced instead of descriptive ones.



* In Translation,
v' candidates generally fared well when finding the appropriate
vocabulary for translation
v applying grammatical rules to the translation took proved to be
challenging to most.

General Comments

In general did better as compared to 2023,with an overall pass rate of 79.6%, as
opposed to 78.4% in 2023. This shows that response to the paper was better and a
great majority of students have acquired the essential skills in reading and writing.
However, there still exists a minority of candidates who find it difficult to attain even
the minimum grade. The paper caters for all abilities; high flyers, mixed abilities and
slow learners. But still some candidates faced some difficulties to tackle the paper.

A significant number of candidates performed well on the basic and intermediary tasks
across the competencies assessed. However, performance in the higher order skills
of extended reading and writing showed a positive response. Concerning vocabulary,
tasks assessing the knowledge and application of basic vocabulary words were well-
performed by most candidates. However, candidates struggled with tasks requiring
varied and precise vocabulary.

And also, concerning the higher order skills of extended reading and writing, a slight
improvement has been noticed. Nevertheless, there was some outstanding
performance also where the answers demonstrate good use of language, including
complexity, sophistication, appropriate vocabulary and expression.



Comments on Specific Questions

Question 1

Question 1 assesses a range of basic grammatical items. It uses multiple-choice items
and open-ended questions to assess candidates’ ability to deal with basic but essential
grammatical items at this level.

Most candidates gave effective responses.

The best items done were:

ltem 2:

E300 268 0P80, esD 23S0 Gol.

Item 4:
€3 (770 olSo %5‘;}0@).

Item 5:

SR 3 BT g8 3% Qo) BOA Hyd.

ltem 6:

e 38PHS” §) Sheo &amow.

ltem 7:
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Iltem 11:

Y TR o JYpaye.
ltem 12:

809 @oricss 53?)536@3.

Item 13:
éozﬁogs/éozﬁooés 079 YT I7)O.

The following items were found to be challenging:
Item 1:

Many candidates faced difficulty in choosing the right verb accordingly. Many
candidates do not understand the use of " @‘ﬁarsg". They do not know when to

apply this form of verb.



Iltem 3 and Item 8:

Many candidates faced difficulty in choosing the right preposition. Candidates are less
familiar with this exercise. Many candidates chose the answer at random. Most of them
did it wrong.

ltem 10:

Although there are different ways to transform a sentence into negative form in Telugu,
candidates should pay heed to the tense of the verb in order to use the correct negative
form. It seems that candidates were not aware of the meaning of negative in Telugu.

In general students must be well prepared for this question which could be multiple
choice items, matching, fill in the blanks, ticking the right option and open-ended items.
Moreover, students need to get used with instructions and grammatical terms in
Telugu so that they may answer the question well. It is to be noted that all the content
of this question is found in the syllabus. So, the Teaching and Learning syllabus should
be consulted to better prepare students for the NCE assessment.

Question 2

The basic aim of this question is to assess candidates’ knowledge of common basic
vocabulary in Telugu. Overall attempt was more or less positive.

The best items done were:

Iltem 4:

I8 30T Vo ErEroen §9¢rd8 So TS v .

Item 5:

3 Ter e50mmesd DO 85" eB HERABE .

Items 2 and 3 were found challenging by many students. Many candidates found the
distractors confusing possibly because they are not used to these words.

For this question, much practice is needed to develop the vocabulary skills of the
students.



Question 3(&) ()

Question 3 assesses reading comprehension at a basic level, in particular the ability
to locate information. Candidates were required to read and show understanding by
locating explicit information. The performance was encouraging with most candidates
showing that the fundamental reading skill of literal understanding had been acquired.
Most candidates performed well in this question. The answers were very direct to the
point.

The technique of answering questions is an important element in this question. It is
important for candidates to provide brief and accurate answers. Resorting to lifting of
entire chunks of text is unlikely to be rewarding to candidates.

Question 4

This question assesses candidates’ ability to write the correct form of a word given in
bracket for a small extract. Reading skill of literal understanding was required. But
some candidates found it difficult to transform all the words correctly and lost marks
by writing the words wrongly. Thus, few of them were able to score full marks for this

guestion.

The following items were found challenging by some candidates:

ltem 2 Candidates had to transform ‘253°:5° to ‘S,

Item 5 Transformation of ‘2):3°0:0¢9’ into ‘205300’ was also wrongly

attempted by many candidates.

Despite the fact that candidates have to apply transformational rules to words in
context, it remains that those words should be grammatically correct and free from
spelling mistakes. Usually words which are tested are common and known to students’
immediate environment. And also students should be reminded that only one element
of answer is expected.



Question 5

This question also assesses candidates’ ability to give the correct form of some words.
A short text containing grammatical and spelling mistakes was set. The mistakes were
already identified and underlined. Candidates were required to correct them. Overall,
performance was very positive as students were very familiar to the words given.

However, the following items were found challenging by some candidates:
Item 2

Candidates had to correct the word and write ‘e3d0lor’, yet some candidates

failed to write the correct form of the word.

ltem 4
Candidates had to correct and write ‘o3’ yet, some candidates failed to write the

correct form of the word.
In fact, students need practice in the application of grammatical rules in context. This

will also help them in their writing skill.



Question 6A, 6B

This question is a higher order reading task assessing the use of language which
requires the ability to rely on the context to guess the suitable word to fill in the gaps.
Thus, to be able to work out this question, candidates need to have a substantial grasp
of receptive and productive vocabulary. For this question, most candidates performed
well.

Part B also is a higher order reading task which assesses candidates’ overall
knowledge of language (grammar, syntax and vocabulary). It requires candidates to
use the given context and draw on their linguistic knowledge to make educated
guesses of what word might be suitable in the given gaps.

A few candidates encountered difficulties to fill in the blanks using their own words.
Candidates tried their level best to give an answer. A vast range of correct answers
was given and it was accepted which fit suitably in the sentence. A minority left this
part unanswered.

Question 7

Question 7 is the basic writing task, with candidates required to write a short text of 50
-75 words on a functional task. They are essentially assessed on their ability to write
using accurate G/S/P and showing good awareness of the audience and purpose.
Given the word limit, candidates were not expected to elaborate on the given points
but simply to address them clearly. This question is a very scoring part of the paper
where many candidates got full marks. The strongest responses were characterised
by good fluency, well developed ideas with sophistication and complexity. Failure in
addressing all the given points caused candidates to lose marks. Few candidates did
not attempt this question at all.

Examiners look at the following criteria when assessing functional writing:

» Awareness of audience and purpose

* Points addressed correctly

» Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation and accurate syntax

» Accurate and appropriate vocabulary

* Organisation and coherence

The linguistic challenges that remain are:
. The coherence of tenses
. Subject-verb agreement
. Spelling and punctuation
. The use of attached pronouns, verbs and adjectives

. The use of incorrect prepositions after verbs



The following samples of the letter illustrate the range of answers obtained this year.
They are provided to give an idea of standards and of examiners’ expectations. Each
writing is provided with comments to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the
piece of work.

Functional writing 1

RODAD G BT,

éméﬁbémo& ~3SeNIgploM DS AMONENIeIY eﬁ%’@a‘gm.m DB Zg)o@gib
oS, 158 oS0 DEGBy Jaerdd I D SHOS Sy,
D50 5208 oo BNHoBHE Fi7R0. B> TPASIS S0 S
$e000 $63°8). 08 2.8 B0 GPEB IINB B8 GBBo TnF. 0
070 2B 0 MoirdS 00800 3T°K. B Tro oo &8 HA
ST, DB o oort K DA FT. 37¢3 §Ho I% 5Rd)
C,S‘U"?g;ﬁéo TY)BOQ)! T°O 0 cﬁé?gvcssﬁao&!

This functional writing scored very highly. From the outset, it was obvious that the
candidate had a clear awareness of audience and purpose. The candidate was able
to develop all required points bringing a lot of details to the writing. The grammar and
spelling were very accurate and the vocabulary was appropriate. This organised and
coherent piece of writing could only score highly.



Functional writing 2

QDI GEE LT,

T 95070700, B> WIHII @ EMHTN0. KBT Vo Ddof$arSo
e 320 D 30D 53730, 5280l es Ter 33 303D Hgo
35 8085 HGR. TG VoD EFo Bo0Vb.I0 esB0DBS S0 B0
08 B3> G23) D¢ B0Bre0 S B D0 ST, 0 G) S AP
S0 FEMT 200" ¥ WoT°R Jir7)Ko. & Ter a5 5 a%0
S0$e°8 Sy cso.

Functional writing 2 is a good piece of writing. The candidate showed an awareness
of audience and purpose. All the points were developed. The linguistic aspects were
essentially accurate. As far as the vocabulary was concerned, it was accurate. This

piece of writing was organised and deserved high marks.




Functional writing 3

QOO G LT,

35 DB 30D BE I, o 30D BE 39, Jod¥oed I oo’
8065 DGR, B8 GPEE I3 IAVD @0 ). "V Foed§ BdA
DDy B8 DAVS G, S8 GBIk, SIS0 I Se
G5B 3.

This work despite having grammatical and spelling mistakes was a good piece of
writing. The candidate showed an awareness of audience and purpose. All the points
were developed. The linguistic aspects were essentially accurate. As far as the
vocabulary was concerned, it was accurate. This piece of writing was organised and

deserved full marks.
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Functional writing 4

D7), Bo. 78¢5 3857 oo IZHOV olET Gao. ©¥)
5@ DBoBET LFTorT 38N B GBS Ss $ob
DIT°0) BENK0m° Gowd. B HR) e3IBE 3B B>
FANE 50IGE ITE GEB DG D Ao I
G5B B DGy Gochd KoedoBd By HMD @ozed I
ARV Ja)CSo.

This writing has relevant, with some attempt at addressing the points briefly. However,
there were numerous linguistic weaknesses in it. There were countless grammatical
and spelling mistakes with verbs wrongly conjugated most of the time. The linguistic

weaknesses meant that this writing could only score low marks.

Functional writing 5

QDI @E LT,
3260) S0 30083 SF° SEE0AEI0B F° EED) $200. D)
T°BD §708% 500800 SW. d° JFFAN0 BT°D). WO WO

6,326255"(:?@0.

This piece of work was full of errors, besides being brief. It was an incomplete
piece of writing. Yet the candidate scored part of the marks for this question. To
score better candidate, the candidate had to develop the ideas fully, use accurate

grammar, spelling and vocabulary.
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Functional writing 6

QO G LT,

S 23(Bo God. 3> esHVGS 23080 GodTYH. G"EB Fo
ST JHAH JTL?

G0 Fd DEBY 100N B> BN @ogmed (D e
35)co.

This piece of work, like the previous one, many weaknesses. Although points have
been addressed, they lacked had details and errors were noticeable. This work

scored very low marks as well.

Question 8

The main purpose of this Extended Reading Comprehension task is to assess
comprehension skills in a more varied way and at different levels. Candidates were
assessed, inter alia, on their ability to locate explicit information, make inferences,
synthesise information, explain the meaning of words as used in the given context,
follow the chronology of events, identify main ideas and offer personal response.

The majority of candidates successfully answered this question. This year too, all the
items were direct. In most cases, lifting of whole, chunks of texts were done by our
candidates. It is worth highlighting that a majority of candidates was not able to answer
the question that dealt with vocabulary in context.

Candidates are reminded of the following:

« Lifting is acceptable if the question does not ask candidates to answer in their own
words, but must not contain excess information.

* Excess information in an otherwise correct answer is not given credit.

*Grammatical and spelling mistakes are not penalised if evidence of understanding is
clearly shown.

Best items done were:
ltems 1,2,4,5,7,8,9, 10
The following items were found challenging by some candidates:
Items 3, 6, 11 and 12

Some candidates could not locate the answer and answered them wrongly.

12



Question 9

(») Translation of words into Telugu

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate a few words in Telugu. It was
noted that response to this question was better. Many candidates were able to do the
translation, possibly because the words given were basic. Thus, they scored highly.
The best done were:

Horse, shop and famous

However, some candidates struggled with items (iii) suddenly and (iv) moon.

() Translate into Telugu

Candidates were required to translate a small paragraph from English into Telugu.
This year response was better. Many candidates scored high marks for this question.
It was noted that the text was to the level of the candidates. Yet, some omitted
numerous words which led to loss of marks.

Students must be trained to apply grammatical rules and principles in translation. This
will also help them with their writing skills. Students must be reminded that the
translation of each and every word is compulsory. There should not be omission of
words. They must try their level best to translate each and every word given, keeping

to the original meaning.

Question 10

Question 10 assessed candidates’ ability to write a coherent piece of continuous.
Candidates had prose to write a composition of about 130- 150 words. This question
normally assesses higher order writing skills, in particular candidates’ ability to:

e develop a given storyline creatively

e make use of accurate grammar

e use varied sentence structures

e express themselves using rich and appropriate vocabulary

e demonstrate organised and coherent structure in their writing.

13



Candidates were instructed to attempt one essay of approximately 130- 150 words in
Telugu from a choice of two titles. These were descriptive and narrative essay titles
where candidates were asked to either describe their favourite place or to write a story
on the given line: “I did not find it that’s why | was worried”

There were good attempts and also many unattended responses. Performance on this
guestion was below average. A few candidates attempted this question. A noted last
year, a significant number of candidates left the question unattempted.

A few candidates opted for descriptive essays. The narrative one was more popular.
The strongest responses were characterised by fluency and well-presented ideas
which helped them to score full marks. Complexity and large variety of vocabulary
could be seen in some cases. Ideas were well-developed where candidates expressed
themselves beautifully through words. There was a good flow of ideas. Irrelevancy
was very rare among all the essays.

Nevertheless, there were some grammatical mistakes (verbs, case marking, and
proper use of vocabulary) in some cases which led to candidates losing marks.

Educators and candidates are reminded that examiners look for the following criteria

when assessing extended writing:

e Elaboration of content

e Accurate grammar, Spelling, Punctuation and Syntax
e Accurate and wide vocabulary

e Varied sentence structures

e Reader’s interest

Some pertinent issues noted were:
» Lengthy introductions which do not often address the question
Linguistic issues that candidates struggled with:
Coherence of tenses
Subject- verb agreement
Correct use of direct- indirect speech
Spelling and punctuation

Repertoire of vocabulary words

V V V V V V VY

Appropriate syntax due to mother-tongue/French interference

14



The following samples of compositions illustrate the range of answers obtained this
year. They are provided to give an idea of standards and of examiners’ expectations.
Each writing is provided with comments to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of
the piece of work.

Composition 1

K 280 30 08 D Brenozo JdSnETo S8, Dot0B0e3 @) O
Tereoo damyon. o S3838°Q 20 e58) esci.

§'Q) 30050 BTG & Jo Z20%80088. 375 250300 EDAD. ) e
00 0V Jod) 2.8 RSN DS I, S @5&&&8 QoW B uyod. J00%0
HBT°H o Joedd Trro.

This composition is very short and barely relevant. There is a lack of focus on the topic.
As for the language, it is very clumsy and uncertain throughout, making it difficult for
readers to understand what the candidate wished to express. In addition, the essay is
replete with numerous grammatical and correct spelling mistakes which means that it
can only score very low marks.

15



Composition 2

00 28 PHTbo Tw. e55°FS G WoTTE) HFBYPd. T
2PEST EON0D. 36 300 DBod. &8 BT DB T8, 0.8 BIFD
50y00.
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Despite many spelling and grammatical issues in this piece of writing, there is a flow
of ideas which can be noted. This composition may lack sophistication but it is partly
accurate.With some more effort and under proper guidance this candidate could

aspire to more marks.
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Composition 3

350 28 S5KBS° GBI, @088 TPRHTNB.S 2.8 Soorh HOE oePHD. 2.8
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Despite being a well-developed piece of work, the language remains the main issue.
This essay displays a certain level of sophistication that demarcates it from the rest. It
is worth noting the elaborate development of the storyline and the way it flows
naturally. The essay is accurate and the reader’s interest is sustained throughout. But
taking into consideration the grammatical and spelling mistakes full marks cannot be

given to this essay.
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Composition 4
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Despite a few mistakes this piece of writing deserves high marks. It is well presented
with creativity and sophisticatication. Furthermore, it flows naturally with elaboration.
The essay is accurate and the reader’s interest is sustained throughout. But taking
into consideration the grammatical and spelling mistakes, full marks, cannot be given
to this essay, although it lies in band 1.

18




Composition 5

350 B0 e @03 S5 @i S, S0 S Tre @odor &od.
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This piece of work is well presented with creativity and sophisticatication. Furthermore,
it flows naturally with elaboration. The essay is accurate and the reader’s interest is
sustained throughout. But taking into consideration the grammatical and spelling
mistakes full marks cannot be given to this essay.

To do better, the candidate had to use more varied sentence structures, make fewer
G/S/P mistakes and use rich vocabulary.
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Composition 6
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This writing deserves a clear Band 1. The candidate has an elaborate storyline and
the language is essentially very accurate throughout. There is a variety of sentence
structures and the story flows naturally. An essay that satisfies these criteria can

only score highly.
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Composition 7
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This writing is really impressive. It comes with rich and varied vocabulary. There is
complexity consistently and in a very natural way. All in all, it is as much as can be

expected from a candidate at this level and this composition scores very highly.
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CONCLUSION

This report aims at drawing the attention of all stakeholders, especially Educators and
parents in connection with the common and frequent errors committed by students.
Students are expected to have a sound basic knowledge of the Telugu language.
Otherwise, they will not be able to communicate and express themselves properly. To
achieve this aim, the co-operation of both students and educators is solicited in the
teaching and learning process. In order to enhance the teaching and learning activity,
Educators are advised to judicial use of digital technology and materials available.
Candidates should be encouraged to read story books, magazines and watch
cartoons in Telugu. Candidates should also be encouraged to learn through the
student support programme which is available online. The four language skills must
be developed; reading, writing, listening and speaking. Educators are requested to
use different teaching strategies which will make the teaching and learning exercise
more interesting instead of restricting themselves to the prescribed textbooks only.
We hope that Educators will continue the good practice of motivating our students to

improve their performance.
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