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Key Messages

A good number of candidates have achieved the required levels when it comes to
basic vocabulary, basic grammar and basic reading.

Candidates are advised to read widely to build up their vocabulary in Arabic.
Candidates should read instructions attentively.

Candidates should divide their time adequately so that they have enough time to tackle
the composition writing task.

Candidates need to familiarize themselves with grammatical terminologies in Arabic.

In grammar, candidates are still struggling with the following:

0 verb-subject agreement

comparative form

transformation of masculine to feminine, from plural to singular and vice versa
ordinal numbers

transforming declarative sentences into negatives properly

transforming verbal sentences into nominal properly

O O 0O O0OOo

In Reading comprehension,

0 candidates fare better on questions requiring literal understanding.

0 candidates struggle with questions assessing higher-order reading skills like
making inferences, reading between the lines and explaining the meaning of words
in context.

In Writing,

0 candidates should pay closer attention to their use of grammar, spelling and punctuation.

0 weaker candidates have serious difficulties with their writing tasks.

0 candidates should select the question they consider to be the best suited to
their knowledge of Arabic.

O narrative essays require candidates to develop a storyline and use varied
sentence structures and a wide-range of vocabulary to sustain the reader’s interest.

0 descriptive essays require candidates to show a very wide range of vocabulary to
create an atmosphere. Far too often narrative essays were produced instead of
descriptive ones.

In Translation,

0 candidates mostly fared well when finding the appropriate vocabulary for translation.

0 applying grammatical rules to the translation proved to be challenging to
many candidates.



General Comments

The NCE Assessment in Arabic is based on learning outcomes spelt out in the National
Curriculum Framework and on the Teaching and Learning syllabus for Arabic produced by the
MIE. The tasks set assess reading comprehension, writing skills, grammar and use of Arabic and
Translation.

The performance of candidates in this year’s examination session saw a slight improvement with
a pass rate of 86.21% compared to last year. Based on the performance, it could be observed that
many candidates have acquired the fundamentals for further learning. Most of the candidates
have displayed the ability to acquire the essential skills in reading, writing and grammar & use of
the language, although a disparity can be seen in levels of achievements.

In reading, whether at an elementary or advanced level, candidates perform well when questions
are related to location of explicit information. However, as noted last year, fewer candidates
struggle with tasks requiring higher order skills such as making inferences, reading between the
lines or giving the meaning of vocabulary words in context.

Concerning vocabulary, tasks assessing the knowledge and application of basic, everyday
vocabulary words were well done by most candidates (Question 2). For a good number of
candidates, however, showing understanding of and using varied and precise vocabulary seem
more challenging. This was patrticularly visible in the vocabulary question of the extended reading
task (Question 8, Item 12), where the performance of candidates was quite disappointing.

As far as grammar is concerned, revision of case endings in the nominative, accusative and
genitive are needed to improve on the correct use of the language. Candidates should pay more
attention to the correct use of basic case endings while applying the quasi and auxiliary verbs to
a nominal sentence. Moreover, more attention should be paid to the difference between human
and non-human plurals when conjugating verbs and in the use of pronouns and improve on the
conjugation of verbs especially with dual, feminine plural.

Writing, as noted last year, despite it's being the most challenging skill for most of our students,
a majority attempted the tasks, be it at a basic level where they have to produce syntactically
correct sentences, positioning verbs, adverbs and adjectives; or at a higher level, where they
have to write composition creatively using correct grammar, rich and varied vocabulary and a
variety of sentence structures.

On the whole, candidates wrote narrative essays better than they did descriptive essays.
Descriptive essays often quickly turned into narratives and many candidates often did not have
the range and depth of vocabulary to offer high quality descriptions.



Comments on Specific Questions

Question 1 — Basic Grammar

Question 1 assesses a range of basic but essential grammatical items through multiple-choice
items and open-ended questions. This year, the grammatical items tested through multiple choice
were the preposition, pronouns (demonstrative, relative and personal), conjunction, comparative
adjective, interrogative particles and ordinal numbers. Items tested through open ended were the
transformation of feminine plural word into singular, masculine form into feminine form,
transformation of affirmative sentence into negative form, verbal sentence to nominal sentence,
broken plural and re-arranging words in order to form meaningful sentence.

The best-done items in part A were:
Item 1 (Preposition)

e ) il

Iltem 2 (Demonstrative Pronoun)
Aliaa sl oda

Item 3 (Conjunction)
RERA PRS- IR L

Item 5 (Interrogative particle)
feliinga 4 sall S

Item 7 (Personal/detached pronoun)
Ciay ye ol Ja JAadld Ly

It is encouraging to see that candidates can do items testing preposition, demonstrative pronoun,
conjunction, interrogative particles and personal/detached pronouns correctly.

The following items were found challenging:

Iltem 4 (Comparative form)
D (e sl Ansnd)

Comparative adjectives follow a specific pattern, in this item candidates were required to identify
the given construct as a comparative sentence in order to choose from the given adjectives.

Iltem 6 (Relative Pronoun)
O ale s a0 sl

This item tested the application of relative pronouns. Some candidates incorrectly selected the
plural masculine form as the answer.

Iltem 8 (Ordinal numbers)
S dand Alala ) uJ

This item tested the ordinal number. Candidates failed to apply the rules concerning numbers 3 to
10. In this item, ‘passengers’ is a masculine word, thus the number needs to be feminine.



Item 9 (Use of tenses: Simple present)

A common wrong answer was (<=L instead of (&+L) where candidates failed to notice the diacritic
marks.

Candidates fared well in the following items in part B:

Item 15 (Re-arranging words in order to form meaningful sentence)
sl i el )
Zloall (B panl) Y
opanll ) G Fluall

The following items posed some difficulty:
Item 10

This item tested the transformation from feminine plural form to singular. A large number of
candidates instead transformed the underlined word into masculine plural as well as singular form.

Item 11
A i)

This item tested the transformation from masculine to feminine form. In the case of many candidates,
instead of using (&!) they have used (<w).

Iltem 12
ba sy Ay N jae (o ey ¥

This was another challenging item where candidates didn’t grasp the key word. A number of
candidates didn’t understand what was meant by the negative sentence in Arabic, leading them to
transform the sentence into nominal or interrogative sentence.

Item 13
Al ) sae Ly 3 Y

The transformation of verbal sentences to nominal sentences is a common task. Despite its
frequency, many candidates still find it challenging when it comes to agreement of the verb. In this
case, the verb follows a plural subject, therefore, it must agree in number and be in plural form. This
distinction in verb agreement is crucial to ensure grammatical accuracy.



Iltem 14 (Broken plural)
<l Jala o)

In this item, many candidates transformed the word (<) into (0sLS) instead of (=3), i.e. they have
used the sound masculine plural form instead of pattern of broken plural.

Examiners would like to highlight that candidates did indicate their answer clearly.

Educators would be well advised to better prepare students for this question which could be multiple
choice items, matching, fill in the blanks, ticking the right option and open-ended items. Moreover,
students need to be acquainted with instructions and grammatical terminologies in Arabic so that
they may better answer the question. Educators are further advised to consult the Teaching and
Learning syllabus to better prepare students on the grammar and sentence structure items found in
this question.

Question 2 — Basic Vocabulary

This question assesses candidates’ knowledge of common basic vocabulary used in common daily
life and their ability to deal with vocabulary in context. The fundamental objective of this question is
to encourage the teaching of common vocabulary items in Arabic. On the whole, this question was
satisfactorily done by most candidates.

The best-done items were:
Iltem 1

Lo LoDl puaatl OV 0 () gl 2
Item 3

o A i) alal s G Y (DS Ba i)
Iltem 4
sy o S il (5,00l B ond) () aas
Iltem 5

e JS e e (5 da )

The following item proved to be challenging:
ltem 2 sl ) el D e Al

Several candidates get confused or some simply have no knowledge about the meaning of the
given words which resulted in them selecting random answers. Hence, they could not choose the
correct answer which was ‘decorated’.

Educators are advised to encourage the practice of vocabulary-based questions in context and
focus on common and day to day vocabulary for instance vocabulary related to topics such as
daily activities, sports, occupations, hobbies, house and home, feelings etc.



Question 3 — Basic Reading Comprehension

Question 3 assesses the ability to read and comprehend at a basic level, focusing specifically on
the skill of location of information. This year, candidates were required to read two short texts;
one centered around a talk on Road Safety, the other featuring a poster of a cleaning company.
On the whole, performance was encouraging with most candidates showing that the basic
reading skill of literal understanding has been acquired even for the low achievers.

Though most items were generally well answered by candidates, the following items were less
well done:

Part A:

Item 5
230l IS 138 2ol Cas

Some candidates lost marks by giving incomplete answer:
") sagds Of 2Nl e Lspas 2D 128"

Part B: Item 5

U | FEFN IS

Many candidates got confused about this item. They gave the phone number (¢1A££eY) instead
of the name of the owner of the company (24 xe 2.4l), This issue has cropped up mostly because
normally the last question in this part used to be that of contact details. Hence, candidates have
answered blindly without paying attention to the question.

It is worth reminding Educators to advise their students to read questions carefully and
understand the wordings before writing their answers.



Question 4 — Word Formation

Question 4 assesses candidates’ knowledge and application of word transformation rules in Arabic
in context. A short text was set with words requiring transformation given within brackets. A small
number of candidates scored full marks in this question, showing that a vast majority still find it
challenging to tackle items assessing word formation rules. Candidates lost marks for
grammatical and spelling mistakes even if they managed to find the correct word formation.

The following items proved to be problematic:

Item 1 Cadl ) (5 s ).. A Glalu S s paall gl o aay

This item tested whether candidates could transform the verbal noun (¢ s>_) into the Present tense
in accusative form (z>_»). Certain candidates were able to put the verb in the correct tense but
scored no marks because of wrong diacritic mark (&=_»).

In addition, some others wrote (¢_s>_l) which was also unacceptable because there has been no
real change in the word formation by just making the word in its definite form.

Item 2 QUL (aaa)l) ... Alial) cals
In this item candidates were required to transform the verbal noun into either its past participle
form (~~2) or to use it as predicate for the quasi verb (*~2). Unfortunately, candidates who were
able to identify the required transformation were penalized due to grammatical mistakes such as
(Ln239) OF (32234) OF (Hen34).

ltem 5 Al ()., s 2o Laifi Y1 Gila 41

In this item, candidates were required to transform the verb into the noun of place («¥s). Instead,
candidates transformed the word into verbal noun (<) which does not correspond to the
context.

Educators are reminded that despite the fact that candidates have to apply transformational rules
to words in context, those words should be grammatically correct and free from spelling mistakes.
Usually, words which are tested are common and known to students’ immediate environment.



Question 5 — Error Hunt

Question 5 assesses candidates’ ability to deal with grammar and spelling in context. A short text
with grammatical and spelling mistakes which had been underlined was set and those mistakes
had to be corrected.

This question was satisfactorily done by most candidates. It was encouraging to see that
candidates managed to identify most of the mistakes and correct them.

Nevertheless, it was noted that items 1, 3 and 5 posed difficulties to a number of candidates in
this task.

ltem 1 (Jil sl oS Lexie
This item assessed whether candidates clearly understood the auxiliary verbs.

Only about half of the number of candidates managed to do so, suggesting that many have not yet
mastered the correct use of Kana and its equivalents or are still unsure about how to write a
masculine word ending with double fatha.

Item 3 Gils JS e g i ph g

In this item, it was required to give the verb in the Present tense masculine plural form (o5 _<=)).
Instead, quite a number of candidates have written (! _»<:) or (\s5_=). This shows confusion when
to drop ‘v’ and when to keep it.

Item 5 "Izt s L K" Lkl ~lay

This item aimed to assess candidates’ knowledge of the imperative form ('s<). Most candidates
struggled to find the correct spelling and provided (s'55), (J5), (355) as answers. A significant
number of candidates failed to use Imperative form properly and gave (J<) as answer.



Question 6 — Cloze Text

This question is a higher order reading task assessing the use of language which requires the
ability to rely on the context to guess the suitable word to fill in the gaps. Thus, to be able to work
out this question, candidates need to have a substantial grasp of receptive and productive
vocabulary.

This year, the passage was set on a drama competition held in school.

In Part A, candidates had to fill in the gaps with appropriate words from the list of given words. A
fair performance, with a vast majority scoring 3 marks or close, was noted in this part of the
guestion.

Educators are advised to draw the attention of the candidates to the fact that there is one extra
word given.

The best-done items were:

Item 1 Caa Uia e O Care Ladie: Cuaad
ltem 2 Bokall Jal of sl il
Iltem 3 olam | IS LEaal cu

ltem 5 doa yuaddl 2lae Y Lagial oad

Some candidates found this item challenging:

Iltem 4 Lialay (5,808 Laad Ll (1S

Candidates filled the gap using («2) while the correct answer was (4su). Had they read the
sentence properly, they would have noticed that this fails to correctly convey the intended meaning
of the sentence.

Part B is a higher order reading task which assesses candidates’ overall knowledge of language
(grammar, syntax and vocabulary). It requires candidates to use the given context and draw on their
linguistic knowledge to make educated guesses of what word might be suitable in the given gaps.
Several candidates struggled to find the missing words. Others did not have the required vocabulary
to provide plausible answers to the gaps provided. Some provided answers which did not do justice
to the overall context of the passage. The overall performance on this part was average this year.

Item 1 B8 Sl graa laa g el s/ Y Al e Aalsall oda (8 el Sl (S5 6l

This item was generally well attempted, however, some candidates lost marks due to incorrect
conjunctions such as (ue/s/=).

Iltem 2 (e s A Yo/

Though this item was accessible to candidates, firstly some of them were penalized for orthograph
errors (cSY) and secondly, a common incorrect response noted was (0Y).

10



ltem 3 Akl ol (b alat paen WU LI sabeall Minalfslinallfcy 5 nlall i

A number of options were acceptable here, unfortunately, candidates came up with wrong answers
which were inappropriate due to them being in the singular form. Those common wrong answers
were (Jas/ s/l 5 /) S [aal 5 US).

Item 4 GBAl elaet S dea (e (IS ol 138 G agd Con S8 g Lagan 2 S5

The majority of candidates got this answer correct. Those who gave wrong answers were those
who have not taken the whole sentence into consideration and have written (J4).

Item 5 Sl € fa gfannlf 5 il /Lol o) 138 i G andaions Y

This item was found to be confusing for certain candidates as only a suitable masculine word could
be used. This is so because of the demonstrative pronoun '3 used in the sentence.

11



Question 7 — Functional Writing

Question 7 is the basic writing task, with candidates required to write a short text of 50 -75 words
on a functional task. They are essentially assessed on their ability to write using accurate G/S/P
and showing good awareness of the audience and purpose. Given the word limit, candidates
were not expected to elaborate on the given points but simply to address them clearly.

In this session, candidates were asked to write about a visit to the hospital. They had to write a
letter to the doctor thanking him for his treatment. The purpose and situation proved to be
challenging for some candidates. They lacked the appropriate vocabulary to address the prompts
given.

A successful answer had to address the following prompts:

¢ When did you go to the hospital?

e Why did you go to the hospital?

e What did the doctor do to help you?
e What did you like about the doctor?

e Tell the doctor “Thank you” for his treatment and services.

For Bullet point 1, candidates were asked about when they went to the hospital. This was
achieved by many candidates. They mentioned a specific day or time when they went to the
hospital.

For Bullet point 2, candidates asked about the reasons for which they went to the hospital. Some
wrote because of fever, others said because of headache, while some others wrote because they
were having pain in their belly.

For Bullet point 3, candidates had to mention what the doctor did to help them. Among the ideas
developed were, he consulted them and prescribed medicines. Some others said that he advised
them to sleep, not to watch television and to eat healthy food.

For Bullet point 4, candidates were asked about what they liked about the doctor. Some wrote they
like him because he was handsome, others said they love him because he was kind and generous.

For Bullet point 5, candidates were supposed to thank the doctor. For this one most candidates
have lifted the sentence as it is and they have been awarded their mark as it was correct.

To obtain better results, candidates should be encouraged to write precise answers and to cover all
communication points. In addition to this, candidates should respond to these bullet points using the
correct tense required.

The overall performance on this question was average. Many candidates tried to write something
while few chose not to attempt the question at all. However, a handful of candidates produced very
good pieces of writing which was encouraging.
It is worth highlighting that candidates are not expected to use sophisticated vocabulary nor
complex sentence structures. Candidates are assessed on their ability to complete the task

properly in clear and simple Arabic with an accurate use of grammar and spelling.
12



The linguistic challenges that remain are:
e The coherence of tenses
e Subject-verb agreement
e Spelling and punctuation
e The use of attached pronouns, verbs and adjectives
e Application of the definite article with ‘idhafa phrases’
e The use of incorrect prepositions after verbs
e Applying the feminine adjective to refer to non-human plural

It has been observed that several candidates used lengthy introductions of learnt cliches of
greetings and wishes at the expense of the main topic. This should be discouraged.

The following samples illustrate the range of answers obtained this year. They are provided to
give educators an idea of standards and of examiners’ expectations. Each example is provided

with comments to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the writing.

Functional Writing 1

cudall 8 Culall e cal dlae by Gupdall (28| a8 5an dadald ¢y ddiTeall & Cuad
Adleaad g aadlal | S

Qe g Sl

daila

It is clear from this writing that it is irrelevant and meaningless. The candidate has just copied the
bullet points and that too in an unrecognizable Arabic. There is neither clear awareness of
audience nor purpose nor development of ideas. This piece of writing could not score any marks
and remains in Band 5.

13




Functional Writing 2

e zon oY adiual) ) caad bl o Sl Al ) sda Sl (ST 4Ky ) des 5 aSale 23U
Aaludl ae O s 1SS ) el Cagal aalai s s dall aeliy

Qe g Sl

AN

This writing is relevant, with some attempt at addressing the points briefly. However, there are
numerous linguistic weaknesses in it. There are countless grammatical mistakes with verbs
wrongly conjugated most of the time. The linguistic weakness means that this writing can only
score very low marks and stays in Band 4.

Functional Writing 3

e bl g

a5 (eiaall ) caad Ul Slad ol Sl Al 5l o3 (ST U fellly (oS S g A A )5 aSile 2DL)
(oalall dxanll

Jan e S U Jas ddane g ) K4Sl 5 juadll JSW el B iy 8 gl all el L

oeSAYly Sady

dana

In this piece of writing most of the points have been addressed. The linguistic aspects are
accurate enough but errors are noticeable. The vocabulary is almost accurate but simple. Some
coherence is noted in the flow of ideas. This writing, despite the effort of being relevant can only
stay in the mid- table range in Band 3.

14




Functional Writing 4

o o uall s

Arill delud) 8 el ) cind Ladie ¢ oaalall & sl ol e o @il e i celile Al (e oD
a8 "0l 1" il Cadall el oSl el oSy ol ) (8 Al el i€ 20l o @) Y
a&cﬂ]uﬁ\ ‘eg\&ﬁéﬁ\&czaﬂ\ﬁjs@um MJ‘M ‘La\&"_t;“.c ‘t.ﬂh..\u}\‘):\f\sg_\;\b\

DS 5 elilaadd y clatal Sy e | S & SEY Al )l

Qe g Sl

[ Y

o

Functional writing 4 is a good piece of writing. The candidate showed an awareness of audience and
purpose. Most of the points were addressed. The linguistic aspects were essentially accurate but
occasional slips are apparent. As far as the vocabulary is concerned, it is accurate. This piece of
writing is organized but lacks the overall fluency of a Band 1 script and did not deserve the best
marks.

Functional writing 5

el canh by elilaaal s aladlad @SSV el Canda b ALl o2a (ST danall i 8 )5S o
Leie s 8 Jaduf o€ 0¥ adiaal) ) asall 138 cuad | jedall ey acalal) (YY) a8 il
tall Al e caall g

2aall g 8 i s g pall Jilay A g ok i g asd Ll iS¢ Bl ) dilia g Ladie
A Gl i ol el acludy S3g mdia Canda g gt Y ellee caal i€ cpda by ol le e i€ d

e yeny sk 45 cblasily el S a 18" g o s

oAyl Sady

This functional writing scored very highly. From the outset, it is obvious that the candidate has a clear
awareness of audience and purpose. The candidate was able to develop all required points, bringing a
lot of details to the writing. The grammar and spelling are very accurate and the vocabulary is
appropriate. This organized and coherent piece of writing deserved a very high mark and is in Band 1.

15



Question 8 — Extended Reading Comprehension

This exercise evaluates the learners’ ability to read and understand a passage in Arabic. The
guestions encompass various aspects of reading comprehension, such as direct understanding,
inferential understanding, and grasping the contextual vocabulary.

The passage was about a girl named Aisha and a quiet boy named Rayyan who were not friends.
They later became close friends due to pair work in the class. Cases where candidates failed to
understand the passage completely were rare. On the whole, the performance was good. As
usual, questions requiring literal understanding of explicitly stated information were well-tackled
by most. However, a good number of candidates struggled with questions requiring higher order
reading skills. Only candidates from the higher ability groups could demonstrate their ability of
making inferences, reading between the lines and explaining the meaning of words as used in
the given context.

It is encouraging to note down that many candidates were able to spot the answers since they
were clearly indicated in the questions from which paragraph.

Candidates are reminded of the following:

e Lifting is acceptable if the question does not ask candidates to answer in their own words,
but must not contain excess information.

e Excess information in an otherwise correct answer is not given credit.

e Grammatical and spelling mistakes are not penalized if evidence of understanding is
clearly shown.

The following items are worthy of comment:

Item 2 S o & Ldile Goam Al 13
Expected answer(s): uam oe Olilise Lagi¥/lgie calida 45
Common wrong answer(s) included:
al e Al Y R LSS 1A gl oS Al o Gilide 2ali gl oY Il gl e dlile aaai o1 /S5 Al gl oS
In this task, it is important for candidates to pick up only specific information, excess information will
not be given credit.

Item 4 S0k ae Sl sl (oS Gl dtile e aledll Con S
Expected answer(s): ok o 58S el alatin L3l
Common wrong answer(s) included:
Claal ) GiSs of dsile e Gaa aleall (8158 AT Gavia e clial 1) ST o aadaind Ja" slgalas dile callid /(S5 Al ol of
e 38 Ll alein il s a0l e
Indiscriminate lifting containing excess information cannot be given credit.

Item 7 ol ddile caal 13

Expected answer(s): s S eludl ol (e s [ agine Al g 45Y / S5 Al Y

Common wrong answer(s) included:

Casen Gfada Aille 5 (o) granal s 5 3

This is not a plausible answer; therefore, credit could not be given. 16



ltem 9(b)  Slagie slaal) jau leve ddle 5 () jud aS
Expected answer(s): iéile s gl oa Megiiaal 38 e ddile 5ol o)
Common wrong answer(s) included:
L Uiy (S5 egiliaal 23S e Aile 5 gy o s
This item was found to be challenging by many candidates who copied indiscriminately due to
misunderstanding of the passage content.

ltem 10  SG8laall go cBaal) agh 13 (Bl 5 0 pa
Expected answer(s): <Y} ol | sagd / . Osfra U o Qladaion (pilide Guadd Gl slual) agd olbY) 550 ae
Gazen Cpiitea U o) Of Olaghion Cpilisdl (padl) o) ) segd [ Lage il

Common wrong answer(s) included:

sl 2l

Many candidates had difficulty in giving the precise answer.

ltem 11 el 8 bl i 1
Expected answer(s): .o S slaal (ol xie (V5 / 05,8 slaal Gl ) maal 4l 8
Common wrong answer(s) included:
Aol e Lu o Lialad diadll 038y g 1€ claal ) xie (Y
The lift above was not given credit.

Item 12

Many candidates found it challenging because they were not able to figure out the meaning of the
vocabulary in context. However, candidates tried hard to explain the first and second word but failed
to give the correct answer for the third word (cx:iliss). This part seemed ambiguous to candidates.

17



Question 9 — Translation
Part A

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate common English words into
Arabic. The overall performance was satisfactory on this question.

Among the best-done items were:

Item 1 horse
ltem 3 shop
ltem 5 suddenly

Candidates, however, struggled with the following items:

Item 2 moon

Among the wrong answers were (> / Jd). Candidates should be made aware that there is a
difference between _<& and J>a,

Item 4 famous

This item was poorly done. Although being a common adjective, candidates couldn’t figure out its
translation. An answer that was not given credit is < _-,

The attention of educators is drawn to the fact that spelling mistakes are penalised, for instance
wrong spelling of words 4isd / ) ssdia [ Sl / (a4,

Part B

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English into Arabic.
The performance was average on this question although the text was within the range of all the
candidates.

ltem 1 | go to my grandmother’s house during holidays.

A significant number of candidates struggled to accurately translate the idhafa structure
(possessive). The answers Sx <l [ saall cudl / cudl Jas were not given credit. While many others
missed out the word holidays while translating.

Item 2 She is happy to see me.

Candidates failed to give the correct answer due to wrong grammatical agreement. Among the
incorrect translations were —alis [ i 5,

Item 3 We cook delicious food.

In this item, candidates did not pay heed to the noun-adjective agreement. Thus, translating
‘delicious food’ as 143 skl was not given any credit.

Item 4 We watch movies.
Several candidates omitted this item completely while others mistakenly translated ‘watch’ as / 2
«_». Moreover, many did not translate ‘movies’ in the plural form or simply wrongly translated it as

(05<8).

Iltem 5 We go to the seaside.
This item was rather well done by most candidates.
Educators are advised to train students to apply grammatical rules and to pay attention to correct

spelling of words in translation tasks. This will also help them with their writing skills.
18



Question 10 — Extended Writing

Question 10 assessed candidates’ ability to write a coherent piece of continuous prose of around
150 words. This question normally assesses higher order writing skills. They were required to
write one composition out of a choice of a narrative or a descriptive topic.

This year, candidates were given the choice to either describe a place which they like to visit or
to write a narrative essay which comprised the following sentence “I was worried and upset
because | could not see it.”

Compared to last year, there is improvement in this task this year. Being able to write a continuous
piece of prose in accurate Arabic remains a skill which has not been mastered by a vast majority.
It is noteworthy that this skill offers candidates the foundation to be able to continue their upper
secondary education successfully.

Performance on this question was, on the whole, average. Some candidates did not attempt the
guestion while many others tried to write something relevant this time. A small number of
candidates, including those from the higher ability groups lacked ambition and they seemed
content with writing the minimum required. In addition, they lacked the use of varied vocabulary,
accurate grammar and spelling and a lack of variety of sentence structures.

The following general advice should be helpful to candidates:

e Candidates should identify the key words in the essay titles so as to satisfy the
requirements of the question.

e Candidates are advised to stay within the word limit and to check their work thoroughly.
e The use of appropriate and varied vocabulary is strongly encouraged.

e Candidates should be precise in the use of grammar, spelling and punctuation.

e Varied sentence structures should be used in their writing.

e Candidates are recommended to write in a logical and coherent manner.

Based on feedback from Examiners, Educators are strongly advised to address spelling more
directly in class, as many candidates who otherwise expressed themselves quite clearly
unfortunately struggled to write words as they ought to appear in writing, including basic words.

Educators are urged to ensure their candidates understand the significance of dots on and under

letters as these are crucial in conveying meaning.

This year there is an increase in the number of candidates who opted for descriptive essay as the
title seemed easier than the narrative one. Unfortunately, many ended it up as narrative.

The following sample of essays illustrates the range of answers obtained this year. They are provided
to give Educators an insight of the standards and of examiners’ expectations. Each essay is
provided with comments to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the writing.
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Descriptive Writing

The descriptive essay, a place you like to visit, was attempted by a number of candidates. They
were not able to develop their essay well and create the required atmosphere. They had a lot of
narrative inserted in their essays. They generally gave a narrative account of what they did in this
place instead of focusing on a description of the place. They relied more heavily on narrating what
they like rather than describing the place.

The following responses illustrate examiners’ expectations in descriptive essays.

Essay 1
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This essay has little relevant content. The descriptions are unclear. There are many serious
errors which make meaning unclear too. The candidate used simple vocabulary with many
inaccuracies and

made use of mostly simple sentences. There is little interest for the reader. This writing can
only score very low marks and remains in Band 5.

Essay 2
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In this essay, the description lacks details. Concerning grammar, spelling and syntax, the
meaning is not in doubt, but errors are quite frequent. Basic vocabulary has been used and it is
not always accurate. Consequently, this essay remains in Band 4.
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Essay 3
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In essay 3, the candidate has tried to write some relevant content but the descriptions lack detail.
As far as grammar, spelling and syntax are concerned, errors are frequent. The essay comprises
simple sentence structures and simple vocabulary which is not always accurate. This essay stays
in Band 3.
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Narrative Writing

On the whole, performance in the narrative task was good enough. This year, candidates were
asked to write a story which includes the line “I was worried and upset because | could not
see it.” and this was the most popular option among candidates.

Candidates who attempted the narrative essay were able to insert the sentence given to them in
their essay, but some wrote they could not find a person instead of a thing. In this case,
candidates have not been penalized. Very few candidates were able to produce detailed
storylines, using very accurate G/S/P and wide vocabulary. They were able to use varied
sentence types to sustain the reader’s interest throughout. However, the weaker candidates
struggled with developing a plot and used very insecure language throughout.

The following candidate responses illustrate examiners’ expectations in narrative essays.

Essay 1
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This essay is barely relevant and there is a lack of focus on the topic. As for the language, it is
very clumsy and uncertain throughout, making it difficult for readers to understand what the
candidate wished to express. Sentence separation is particularly flawed, with hardly any
punctuation at all. In addition, the essay is replete with grammatical and spelling mistakes which
means that it can only score low marks.
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Essay 2
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This essay is relevant although there has been little attempt at developing the storyline. However,
on linguistic aspects, it is problematic. The vocabulary is elementary. In grammar, the incoherence
of tenses is glaring as is the poor control over agreement and punctuation. Therefore, while
deserving some marks for being relevant, this work can only stay in Band 4, particularly due to
the insecurity shown in the use of language.
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Essay 3
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While there is a developed storyline in this response, the language used remains the main issue.
Errors occur when complexity is attempted. The vocabulary is satisfactory and simple sentences
dominate overall. For this reason, this response gets a mid-range score and can only stay in Band
3.
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Essay 4
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Essay 4 scores quite highly. It can be seen that the storyline has been elaborately developed. The
use of a variety of sentence types can be seen. The vocabulary used is mainly correct. This is
clearly a candidate who can develop narratives with proper sequencing of sentences with ease
and as such deserves a high mark. Yet, the grammatical mistakes cannot be overlooked. With
fewer mistakes, this essay could have scored very highly. Therefore, it remains in Band 2
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Essay 5
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This essay is a very good piece of work at this level, with mastery of grammar, spelling and
punctuation. It fulfills the objectives of this question which is to produce a piece of work using
creativity and imagination while making use of appropriate and varied vocabulary. A variety of
sentence structures has been used consistently and in a very natural way. This essay scores
very highly for these reasons and is in Band 1.
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