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INTRODUCTION

The National Certificate of Education (NCE) assessment in Modern Chinese aims at
being beneficial to learners in different ways. Firstly, it encourages the teaching and
learning of the key competencies and skills in Modern Chinese. It also provides
feedback to learners and stakeholders in general about the overall proficiency level
achieved. By assessing functional literacy through a series of authentic tasks, as well
as assessing more traditional academic tasks, it aims at providing a firm grounding in
Modern Chinese.

The Modern Chinese NCE assessment focusses on the following areas:

1. Reading Comprehension (25%) 2. Writing (25%)
3. Grammar and Use of Modern Chinese 4. Translation (10%)
(40%)

General Comments

It was disappointing to see a drop in performance in Modern Chinese with a pass rate
of 72.7%in 2023 to 57.1% in 2024.the attention of Educators is drawn to this so that
measures are taken to improve performance.

Include a section on KEY MESSAGES

Specific Comments

Question 1

This question assesses knowledge of basic Modern Chinese grammar, spelling and
punctuation. Multiple-choice items, fill-in-the blanks, ticking the right option and open-
ended items were set to elicit the required information from candidates. It carries a
total of 15 marks.

Most candidates could not perform well in this question. Among the total of 84
candidates, only 19% of them scored 10-15 marks. Many candidates were unable to
answer items 11-15 and it seems that a few candidates did not understand the
meaning of these items. For example, for item 11, the candidates were required to

“‘write the sentence in the interrogative form. Some candidates had difficulty to write

“wf” For Item 12, candidates were required to write the sentence in the negative form.
Some candidates were confused with the negative forms “ZR” and “& & ”. As for

ltem 14, some candidates positioned “I& 7 ...... YASE” wrongly. Thus, leading to

loss of marks.



Question 2

This question assesses knowledge of basic vocabulary in Modern Chinese in context.
Many kinds of vocabulary words were tested through multiple-choice items in this
qguestion. The use of noun, adjective, the verb phrase and the proper noun were
assessed this year. It consists of 5 multiple choice questions and carries 5 marks. Only
17% of them scored 4-5 marks. One fourth of candidates did not attempt these
guestions well. The poor performance in this question revealed pupils’ poor knowledge
of Chinese vocabulary. For example, the fourth item “We goto __ to buy vegetables

”

every Sunday.” The correct answer should be “vegetable market”. But some
candidates wrongly gave “cinema” as the answer, maximum marks which shows that

development of basic vocabulary words is much warranted.

Question 3

Question 3 was split into two parts: 3A and 3B.
This question assesses functional reading at a basic level. Candidates were required
to read a short note and an advertisement. They had to show understanding by locating

explicit information from the two given texts.

The first given passage was a notice with simple words. Candidates were required to
answer the questions. It consisted of 5 items and carried 1 mark each. Since the
passage was in conformity with the learners’ interest, the overall performance was

good. 54% of the candidates scored 4-5 marks. However, in item 5, it seems that a few

candidates did not understand the meaning of the question “iX K% #¥ 4 & 4 #5

Bh5 £ ? 7. Hence, they could not answer this question properly and lost marks.

The second given passage was a short advertisement. Candidates were required to
answer the questions. It was seen as more challenging than the first passage. 48% of
the candidates scored 4-5 marks. A few candidates failed to answer the third and
fourth items as they did not understand the meaning of the questions.



Question 4

This question assesses candidates’ knowledge and ability to write Modern Chinese
characters based on the Chinese pinyin provided. A short paragraph was set and
candidates had to complete the text by filling the blanks with the correct answer.

Some candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the short paragraph and
scored maximum marks. However, a majority of candidates could not score highly.

This question carries 5 marks. 30% of the candidates scored between 3 and 5 marks.

The well-done items were:

ltem 1 (zud) EAEAHF,

ltem 2 B XA H4E (hado) FF KH!

ltem 4 (imian) @A & &40 45,
ltem 5 (zhéng wén) ¥ X 5 %,

The following item was found challenging:

ltem 3 (qichuang) &R AR %, Many candidates struggled with spelling of the
word

“% #X”and wrongly gave “ % #X”as answer. Hence, they lost marks.

Question 5

This question assesses candidates’ ability to deal with grammar and writing of Chinese
characters in context. A short paragraph containing five items with grammatical and
Modern Chinese characters mistakes were set and candidates were required to correct
these mistakes. Many candidates did not understand the meaning of the text. Hence, they
could not cope with this question well. This question carries 5 marks. Only about 16% of

the candidates got 3-5marks.



The best-done items were:

ltem 1 RMNFREFATTIRZ EFHEANZIATH (B) .
ltem 3 B 19189 (F) fRIAE,

The following items were found challenging:

ltem 2 FRIEF T L (M ) KEAMNFAAIELFPH . Some candidates did not
understand the meaning of the sentence. Hence, they did not know what to write.

ltem 4 ZIFFHZFAFNHIF (F) AT @E...... » Many candidates did not know
the noun “#X ‘£ ” and did not answer this item.
ltem 5 ] 54 (/) &4F/RFF. Many candidates did not know how to write the

Chinese character “7/&” and wrongly gave “/%"and “X”as answer. Hence, they lost marks.

Question 6

Question 6 was split into two parts: 6A and 6B.

Question 6A

This task is a closed Cloze Text. Candidates were required to complete a text with 5

gaps using one suitable word to be chosen from a given list. It carries 5 marks. The
majority of candidates did not attempt this question well and, there were only 29% of
the candidates who scored between 3 and 5 marks.

The passage set was based on “We were all waiting for the final result of the drama
competition. When the results were announced, | didn't expect our school would win.
As the captain of the drama group, the group members asked me to go on stage to
receive the award. My friends were very happy. The parents were also proud of our
results. We put in a lot of effort for this competition. In the end, we won the competition.”

Many candidates did not attempt this question. Thus, they did not score any mark.

Some candidates lost marks because they could not fill in the words: “& %" . “K
K f1"and “4+ &7 in the appropriate blanks. However, some candidates did not

understand the meaning of “%” and “f+ ",



Question 6B

This task is an open Cloze Text. Candidates were required to complete a text with 5
gaps using one suitable word. No list was given. It carries 5 marks. There were only
17% of the candidates who got 3 to 5 marks.

Some candidates could score the maximum marks because a range of answers was
accepted: They could fill “But/Fortunately” in the Item, “Everybody/Many
people/Friends” in the Item and “that day/that event/that moment/that scene” in the
item. However, candidates who were not able to fill in the blanks properly did so as
they did not understand the meaning of the short text, or struggled to find the

appropriate word which suited the context.

Question 7

This question assesses functional writing. Candidates were required to write 50-60
words on a given task — writing a short letter. They were assessed on their ability to
complete the task properly and their accurate use of Modern Chinese. This question
carries 10 marks.

The following prompts had been given to guide the candidates:

REAAIELEIZG?
A 2455 T EIR?
ERARELZFRG?
FEARE LR ?
RMEEL

FE :

On the whole, there were some candidates produced good pieces of writing in a
satisfactory way. However, there were 68% of the candidates did not attempt this
guestion and did not score any mark. This showed that many candidates have not
mastered the skills for writing functional task.

The following sample of functional writing is an illustration of the strengths and

weaknesses encountered in this year’s paper.



Functional writing 1 (9—10 %)

EEA .
145!

ENEHE, RAAFFET —ANITEAEERETER, BTSSR
—Je T RRITRF A, WIS, RAAERTIET, mMEAXRFELLRESMEX
HOEET,

A1

Baggm A N EA

This functional writing is a good piece of work. All required points are developed in
detail. G/S/P and syntax are very accurate. The vocabulary is accurate and appropriate.
The sentence structures are varied, this demonstrates the candidate’s skill to use

different types of sentences for particular effects. This could only score highly.

Functional writing 2 (6—8 %)

R

4!

BRAIFG? ENEZH—, REBRER. BARCHFRTERILF, 12
%iwﬁﬂﬁamoﬁ IHET, KRPCT HFTIRS K, KIFHEAR KA
TIRT o A,

R

BeymA: 8

The functional writing is relevant to the topic. All points are developed. G/S/P and are
syntax essentially accurate. The vocabulary is accurate. The sentences show some
variety in structure and length. However, on linguistic aspects, one can find a few

mistakes which places it in a 6-8 bard.




Functional writing 3 (3—5 %3)

FEA:
AR4F o

ARKREER, BARKAERT . BLE TR, Ko THENY, AR
H4FT. HEA,

iR 16

ey s A Julin

This functional writing showed some awareness of the intended task. Required points
are addressed but lack of detail can be noted. G/S/P and syntax are accurate enough
but errors are noticeable. The vocabulary is simple. The work lacks some coherence

in the flow of ideas. This implies that it can only score average marks.

Functional writing 4 (1—2 43

AR A

1hAF

AR, BEER. BHERREIF. FIAKREEREE,
R ]

BamA: FiF

This functional writing showed no real sense of audience and purpose. Required points
are addressed briefly. G/S/P and syntax are erratic. The vocabulary is simple and

inaccurate, placing it in a band of 1 to 2 marks.




Question 8

This reading comprehension assesses candidates’ ability to read an extended passage
of a narrative type.
The narrative passage set was about the friendship between two students named

Zhuanghua and Nisha. They were in the same class of G8. Their personalities were
different. But they had many common interests, especially in studies. Their story made
the classmates realise that two people with different personalities could also be good
friends.

Some candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the passage and scored
good marks. As usual, weaker ones had trouble in reading with understanding. There
were also some who were not able to express the key ideas when answering the items.
The following items were found challenging by the candidates.

ltem 3 #E75 AR KA —A T k*G? A1+ 24?2 The expected answer was 7~
H,

ARERFEAT o W3 BRI — AR T Ak, HAKERIEHT o
Some candidates gave the wrong answer as they did not understand the meaning of
the question.

ltem 4 & )T & & A BLIRYE T 3R TR AE — A2 T AR AE 1L 49?2 The expected answer was

BRI E S FER S AT, [ZIFBUIRIET : KA L AR F B4R
% % %, " Many candidates wrongly wrote ‘& A& 7~ A& = A 89 F] 52 — A2 7 sk A
Ak ? ’It seemed that many candidates could not understand the question word %t AR
and hence could not attempt this item.

ltem 8 FKAE 12 I 2 o & A FF BIHE5% £ 457 The expected answer was 4275 4 X
# £ ETZ A M . Some candidates wrongly answered 3L iX A 7K £ 4F 3] T 4.7 04
¥ 4. as they did not understand the meaning of the question.

ltem 10 & &k Bl N A2 &7 2] 7T A+ 4?2 The expected answer was # AN 44
TN 89 AT AR A 4F IR &, Some candidates wrongly wrote [} 5241444
Sk K A A A as the answer, resulting in loss of marks.

Item 12 assesses knowledge of vocabulary in context. A majority of candidates did not

attempt this question.



The best-done items were:

ltem 1 FKAEFedE 75 4R EJLF 28 ? The expected answer was /\<F 4 .

ltem 2 A A+ A FKEFIRIF KR XA BLiL—k3E? The expected answer was
A AAREG A& TR o

ltem 5 /£ —AZAYBHIE, KREFIRIF LI T M+ A ? The expected answer was
MA RS LB &
ltem 6 7K 4 FF45 B F AR A BB & A ? The expected answer was % 8o

ltem 7 A4+ 2955 £ 3K ? The expected answer was B 4 7k £ 52 SJ iR B 2 o

Question 9

Question 9 A assesses candidates’ ability to translate common English words into
Modern Chinese. Candidates were required to translate five words from English into
Chinese. It carries 5 marks. The majority of candidates did not do well in this question.
There were only 19% of the candidates who scored 4 to 5 marks.

The common errors found in scripts were:
shop: 7 J&//&
famous: A &/H %/FE LI K KARFniE

suddenly: X R/Z K

Question 9 B assesses candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English
into Modern Chinese. A good number of candidates were not able to do this question
well. It carries 5 marks. Only 25% of the candidates scored between 4 and 5 marks.

The common errors found in scripts were:

during holidays: 18 #f 49 to see: & delicious: *] 2 /3FrL 6%
B E
delicious: ®T 2 /4F°2 4  Food: & 4% watch movies: & %%

S

seaside: #Eill



Question 10

This question assesses candidates’ ability to produce an extended piece of writing of
about 150 words. They were required to write one composition out of a choice of
narrative or descriptive topics. It assesses higher order writing skills, especially,
candidates’ ability to develop a given storyline creatively and coherently, use accurate
grammar to express themselves, their ability to use varied sentence structures and the
richness and appropriateness of the vocabulary used. This question carries 15 marks.

The narrative topic was:
(—) FERPBREAREFEREGRT, (FERERTHL, 7T

2. ARFE. )

And the descriptive topic was:

(Z) B=AXFT TR AR E:
“BEATREC, £R2S, " GFERMFARBGRIE T, BRRBT A
A, RBE ALK, )
On the whole, candidates’ performance was far below expectations. But there were still
some candidates who produced good pieces of writing in a satisfactory way. Only 18%
of the population got 10-15 marks. A good number of left this question unattempted. It
was alarming to see 73% of the candidates did not score any mark. Many candidates’
compositions were full of grammatical errors. Inappropriate use of case-endings,
wrong words, inappropriate verb-tense usage and sentence writing were noted. This
shows that candidates have not mastered the skill for writing an essay.
The following sample of compositions is an illustration of the strengths and weaknesses

encountered in this year’s paper.
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Composition 1 (Band 1: 13—15 %)

EAZHEA, RARGF, RA=-B W, MARAE. KERELALEETHE
B, RIFMUALT,

KB BAERARE C, SRS, Rl izE 2B EF KRR ALER
2, EELFAEN, BB ELFMLERD, KREARLLEHET, A
KA ANAAGERERFI. REREHFT, FLHET, LEWT A
SR B EHEag Ty, LI IR T, XA ERERZ AR AT
THREELR, K& REFFEREEZ R TS, RT3
“ASRAL, RAEEZXETIHT., "

HP K, REAERNFINERFFE, KREER, BEREKREHFAHT R
B! RAKRLH AR, BAH—IFFH, KOTHELT!

This composition is a good piece of work. The candidate made a noticeable attempt to
narrate what happened when he could not find his mobile phone, he was worried, then
his parents helped him look for it but failed. Then he was late for work and the boss
fired him. He then came back home. And he saw his younger brother was playing his
mobile phone! It was a very interesting story. The grammar and overall Chinese
expression are good. The vocabulary is wide and precise. The sentence structures are
varied. This demonstrates the candidate’s skill to use different types of sentences for

particular effects. Such writing can only deserve to be in Band 1.

11




Composition 2 (Band 2: 10—12 4}

ENEH—, RN EEBBTAEIANE, BARXREXRAH. BXHE
BIEABRK. AEAFEHFHPS, ARILH, ELPBFPLH. RERT L
Po BEBBAK—AFLH, BLEARREC, KR, BIBLFF X
K, WELRARE], HbRi2, BBERRT . SRELE A HRREERZX
B, ZERT,

ALK R F B R B 1 3
4 B R IR

il
5
ol
#
o
P
S
I
*
~
%ﬂ’;\
o
ba
b

This composition is relevant to the theme set. Some variety in sentence structures can
be seen, including the confident use of complex sentences. Reader’s interest is
generally sustained. However, lack of vocabulary and a few errors were noticeable

which places it in Band 2.

Composition 3 (Band 3: 7—9 43)

BRI E A M Tr ARG B 1]

BEOGRARSHPH. B—ACRARG R T K952 KR ERE
W7y A A RAEIER A 3] o RAT AL DR,

BEOFERARSHRE, BRRERFEAHRSAE, ZARERKG S
A

The composition is relevant but has elementary content. The sentences show some
variety in structure and length. However, on linguistic aspects, one can find multiple

errors hindering fluency and understanding.

12




Composition 4 (Band 4: 4—6 4}°)

INEHR, RAMEREZ., RUEAERA, €&, B, B,
P AR, RGBS IE R FIME AL T R, H Kk, AT R
“UAMN—AZR, 7

— T4t )E, 4edast& L “AhAR KRR T . — &L, KKk T, KA
Blh Tl BARRTEE, KRS, FHOULERRT . & 841040
AT @, MR MTAFR? 8480 H 2R ? dm A A4 L4 R
B REE T RAIILLART K —/ a9 IR, MBI ZHXMT . AAL
TR, EELEEATE L, RE, RMN—RFIT,

~ WV
=] 7N o

From this composition, we could see that there is relevant content, the narratives are
very simple, and the descriptions lack detail. Moreover, the story is very simple. Also,
spelling mistakes are noticeable. With thorough revision and fewer mistakes, this essay

could have scored better marks.

Composition 5 (Band 5: 1—3 43)

T2, FRAE Flacq. R EM L R IRz Iy . FREWRE L BIXAN T . H5 2
RK. XAHTTR piao liang . iX&—1%, F AR expensive 45

This composition is incomplete, and it contains numerous grammatical mistakes. The
candidate used both English and Pinyin to replace the words, they did not know in
Chinese. The sentence structures are very simple. The essay in general lacks fluency,

placing it in Band 5.
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