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Introduction:
The Primary School Achievement Certificate (PSAC) Assessment for Arabic focuses on different linguistic
competencies:

1. Reading Comprehension (40%)

2. Writing (30%)

3. Grammar and Vocabulary (30%)

General Comments:

Candidates’ performance was quite satisfactory. The overall pass rate is 72.5% which is slightly higher than
that of 2020-2021 which was 72.26%. Nevertheless, performance in questions assessing fundamental skills
in writing has not improved much even for candidates who performed well. As regards to reading
comprehension, candidates performed quite well when they had to show literal understanding. On the other
hand, higher order reading skills such as making inferences and offering a personal response to the text were
found to be more problematic by a significant number of candidates. Writing continues to be the most
challenging task for the majority of the candidates. Mistakes related to syntax, grammar, orthography and

use of accurate and appropriate vocabulary are recurrent.



Comments on specific questions:

Question 14 (5 Marks) [5 Items]

Assessment Objective:

This question assesses candidates’ knowledge of common vocabulary. Task is related to the labeling of

pictures.

Comments:

Most candidates attempted this question successfully, although many of them did not score full marks.

A few candidates wrote some or all of the words in English / French / Creole / Urdu.

Some candidates transliterated English / French / Creole nouns into Arabic, for example: (_sS) / Sila)

Some candidates could not discriminate between the phonemes of some alphabets, for example:

(S/JA - J/ J— & / C)’ and consequently were penalized for spelling mistakes.

Some candidates could not distinguish between (8) and (<), for example: (<223l / 8L gas).

Some candidates wrote the diacritical marks on the words, which are not required. Mistakes were
noticed and consequently that lead to a different meaning which is not appropriate to the picture given.

For example: (QST), or they wrote the alphabet () instead of Tanween, for example: (Qi.dé\i).

Very few candidates left the whole exercise unanswered.

The following is a list of the correct and wrong answers found:

Correct Answers Wrong Answers Item

Olsx [ 28 Gses [ Qhsbs [ ogla [ s [ A3 [ S 1
Gt | o f 5 ff Bllezes
o [ o [ glams [ puad) lmel [ A [ dun [ s | sia [ By [ il fine | 2
yae [ o [ g [y
[od |3 | B8 [ @S ] i ] laé o et [ k[ w3

[csie Sl [ el [ agpiia [ i [ 8968

s/ b/ s [ 53l Aadls [ ol [ a6/ 53l [ can | 4
Gl [ AP [ s [aye [ Jyia [ sl [ 4ad5 [ iSa 5

Aglla [ b [ b [ Ledla




Recommendations:

— Given that Arabic has some alphabets with pronunciations and forms which are close, Educators are
requested to train candidates to articulate the alphabets properly and to write them in their respective
forms depending on their location in words.

— Educators are requested to work on common vocabulary words used in daily life with their candidates.

— Educators are advised to remind candidates about the consequences of wrong diacritical marks and that

these are not required in Arabic.

Question 1B (5 Marks) [5 Items]

Assessment Objective:
This question assesses reading comprehension ability at a basic level. This is done through a task which

requires candidates to match a sentence to its corresponding picture.

Comments:

— The majority of candidates attempted this question successfully.

— Some candidates matched two pictures to one sentence and vice versa.

— A few candidates did not draw their matching line properly (Incomplete line).

— A few candidates matched the first four sentences correctly and the last one was left unattended.

— Some candidates numbered the sentences and their pictures instead of matching.

Recommendations:
— Educators are requested to practise more exercises with candidates.
— Educators are advised to remind candidates to pay attention to given instructions; that is to match the

sentences to their corresponding pictures. An example is provided as further guidance to candidates.



Question 2A (10 Marks) [10 Items]

Assessment Objective:

This question tests knowledge and recognition of proper grammatical structures through multiple-choice

items.

Comments:

Most candidates attempted this question, but very few of them scored full marks.

A few candidates encircled more than one answer or left it blank.

A few candidates ticked / underlined / copied / crossed the answer instead of encircling.
The best done items were 1, 4, 6 and 7.

Items 2, 5 and 10 were found more challenging.

The question assessed the following grammatical topics:

e Item 1: Proper use of Demonstrative Pronoun.

e [tem 2: Proper use of Preposition. Common wrong answer found: (L;-).

e [tem 3: Use of Comparative Noun.

e [tem 4: Agreement between Detached Pronoun and its antecedent or between Detached Pronoun and
the Predicate.

e Item 5: Declension of Noun; the Genitive case due to preposition. Common wrong answer found:
(o),

e [tem 6: Agreement between Nominal Subject and Predicate.

e Item 7: Proper use of Interrogative Particle.

e [tem 8: Agreement between Verb and Subject in a Verbal Sentence.

e Item 9: Proper use of Conjunctions.

e [tem 10: Proper use of Verb Tense. Common wrong answer found: (uf_ij—:ﬂ); this may be due to the

fact that the candidates did not pay attention to the word (g»foi) indicating the Past.

Recommendations:

Educators are advised to ensure that the weaknesses mentioned are given special attention.

Candidates need to make use of the grammar they have learnt while writing sentences and composition.
Educators are advised to focus on the functional aspect of grammar as this will help candidates to tackle
exercises with applied grammar efficiently.

Educators are further advised to prepare numerous grammatical exercises testing a variety of
grammatical rules so as candidates can get enough practice before the examination.

Educators are requested to remind candidates to work according to instruction of the exercise, that is to
encircle the correct answer, to avoid leaving MCQ questions blank.

Candidates should be reminded to use the grammatical clues provided in the sentence before opting for

the answer.



Question 2B (5 Marks) [5 Items]

Assessment Objective:
This question assesses candidates’ ability to deal with vocabulary in context, through multiple—choice items.

Comments:

Most candidates attempted this question, but very few of them scored full marks.
Items 2 and 5 were found more challenging.

Item 1: Common mistake found: ((a\-caj\).

Item 2: Common mistake found: (dA:j). It seems that some candidates misunderstood the word (i),
Item 3: Common wrong answer found: ( ?mb'

Item 4: Common wrong answer found: () s&aw).

Item 5: Common wrong answer found: (Jaiell).

Recommendations:

Educators are advised to focus on basic functional vocabulary common to one’s daily life across a
variety of domains.

Educators are requested to provide more support on the use of vocabulary in context and particularly in
compound and complex sentences.

Candidates need to use vocabulary learnt in exercises of sentence writing. Once they have mastered the
use of appropriate vocabularies, this will definitely improve their overall performance; as W.B. Elley
(1980) has rightly said: "Vocabulary is the best single indicator of intellectual ability and an accurate
predictor of success at school".

Educators are encouraged to use the following strategies while teaching vocabulary:

1) Go beyond reciting the definition or translation of the new word.

2) Use visual elements to introduce concrete nouns (objects, animals, fruits, etc) and try to go
beyond flashcards and illustrations. Try to use real objects whenever possible, or even sounds,
smells, and tastes.

3) As for abstract nouns, use synonyms, definitions, substitutions, or simply place the candidates
within a given context, for example: to teach the difference between “early” and “late”, remind
candidates what time class begins, then state that those who arrive before this time are “early”
while those that arrive after this time are “late”.

4) Ask candidates to create a non-linguistic representation of the word (a picture, or symbolic
representation).

5) Engage the candidates in activities to deepen their knowledge of the new word such as matching
(opposites, synonyms, a word with its definition, a picture to a word) or filling in the blanks with
and without options.

6) Review the vocabulary periodically through games and riddles.
1



Question 3 (10 marks) [10 Items]

Assessment Objective:
This question assesses reading comprehension at an intermediate level, in particular the ability to locate
information from a text. Different types of informative texts may be used to elicit comprehension (e.g a

short text, a poster, an advertisement, a letter, a postcard, invitation cards, etc...)

Comments:

— Most candidates tackled this question, but they failed to score full marks due to indiscriminate lifting,
i.e. lifting containing excessive information.

— Some candidates did not show proper understanding of the interrogative particles used in the questions.

—  The text was written using the 1% person pronoun, while the questions were asked using the 3™ person
pronoun; it was noted that some candidates could not answer using the 3" person pronoun. However,
they were not penalized.

— Though most items were generally well answered by candidates, the following items were slightly less
well done:

e Item 1: Some candidates could not distinguish between the sender of the letter and the recipient.
e Item 6: it was observed that some candidates did not know how to answer properly a question having

(?. o Calad \.JL«). They were required to give two answers, but some of them gave only one answer.

e Item 8: It was required to answer the question with a specific time. Few candidates wrote:
(sladl) 8/ elons).
e Item 9: Common mistake noted: ( galer ) 5).

Recommendations:

— Candidates are strongly advised to have enough practice to work out reading comprehension passages on
their own without the explanation of the Educator so that they do not find it challenging to answer
questions for an unexplained comprehension passage on the day of the assessment.

— It is worth reminding Educators that examination techniques are useful in this question. It is important
for candidates to provide brief and accurate answers. Resorting to lifting of entire chunks of text is
unlikely to be rewarding to candidates.

—  While working out comprehension passage, candidates need to grasp the whole idea behind the passage
and not necessarily understand the meaning of each and every word. Therefore, to develop the reading
skill of candidates, Educators are encouraged to avoid excessive translation or explanation of every
single word or sentence independently.

— Educators are requested to give further practice on questions requiring location of specific information
such as date, time, place, name (sender / recipient), causes, actions, etc. while ensuring that the students

master all these terms in Arabic.



Question 44 and 4B (15 marks) [15 Items]

Assessment Objective:

This question assesses candidates’ ability in reading comprehension through their understanding of an
extended passage (narrative, informative or descriptive). A range of reading comprehension skills is
assessed in this question — locating explicit information, guessing the meaning of unfamiliar words from the
context, recognizing relationships between persons, actions and events, following the sequence of events,
inference, identifying central themes and ideas and providing a personal response to the text. This is done

through multiple choice (4A — 5 marks) and open ended questions (4B — 10 marks).

Comments:
Question 4A (5 marks) [5 Items]
- Most candidates attempted this question, but performance was average.

- A few candidates ticked / underlined / copied / crossed the answer instead of encircling.

Question 4B (10 marks) [10 Items]

— The performance of the candidates in this question reflected the performance in previous sessions. The
questions requiring literal understanding of explicitly stated information were well-tackled by most.
However, questions requiring higher order reading skills proved to be challenging to the majority. Only
candidates from the higher ability groups could demonstrate their ability of making inferences and
reading between the lines.

— Very few candidates attempted this question successfully and scored full marks.

— Some candidates tackled Question 4A and they left 4B unanswered.

— Some candidates attempted Item 7 only with numbers being written randomly.

— Many candidates lifted sentences from the passage indiscriminately which resulted in the loss of marks.

— The following was observed:

e Item 1: Some candidates answered by (5)1)>) only.

Item 2: It was noted that some candidates misunderstood the interrogative particle (=) and mistook

it for (JAW), thus, they answered with an object instead of a subject. Some candidates answered by
(82)5ll) instead of (Alsl).

e Item 3: Some candidates gave incomplete answers by simply writing (4=3))) or (4¢2S) only.

e [tem 4: Many candidates gave wrong answers.
e [tem 5: The majority answered this question well

e [tem 6: Even if a range of plausible answers were provided, there were also many irrelevant answers.



Recommendations:

Candidates are advised to pay attention to the words used in the questions, to give concise answers and

avoid indiscriminate lifting.

Candidates should be given more practice in dealing with questions requiring the use of common sense

and reasoning.

Candidates should be encouraged to analyse and make appropriate inferences as required by the

particular context.

Candidates should make it a habit to grasp the meaning / gist of the passage as a whole rather than

focusing on each and every word’s translation or meaning which is not necessarily what is required from

them.

Candidates are advised to practice reading stories in Arabic.

Educators are requested to train pupils to answer questions related to comprehension passage on their

own and interpret meaning in the context.

Educators are encouraged to give further practice on answering questions related to description of

character, feelings and emotions.

Educators are advised to work out more exercises related to jumbled paragraph so that candidates may

arrange ideas properly and coherently.

Educators are advised to help the candidates to develop and improve their skills in drawing conclusions

and making inferences. Here are some suggestions which may help:

1) Pictures may be used for the development of appropriate vocabulary about feelings and emotions.
Before tackling a comprehension passage, candidates should be allowed to observe the picture and
ask them what they can learn from the pictures. Have candidates bring in a picture from a magazine
or newspaper showing different facial expressions. Discuss each picture, talking about how the
person might be feeling. Have candidates give supporting reasons for their opinion, such as, "I think
he is angry because his face is tense."

2) Ask inferential questions while reading aloud.

3) Allow candidates to practise creating inferences as well as identifying them by issuing an inference
challenge, for example:

o Ask the candidates to create a character who is very intelligent without saying he or she is
intelligent.

o Ask the candidates to write about an old car without saying that it is old.

o Ask the candidates to write about a place which is scary without saying that it is a scary place.

4) Educators may use a short excerpt or passage appropriate for the grade level and take out words,
inserting blanks in their places. The pupils will have to use clues in the passage to determine an
appropriate word to fill in the blank space. This will also develop their higher order thinking and

reading skills simultaneously.



Question 5A (4 marks) [2 Items]

Assessment Objective:
This question assesses writing at the sentence level. Knowledge of syntax is assessed through re-arranging

jumbled words.

Comments:

Most candidates tackled the question successfully and confidently and scored full marks.

— Some candidates failed to arrange the words in order though there was a wide range of alternative
answers.

— A few candidates arranged only some words properly resulting in loss of marks.

— Some candidates missed one key word while arranging the words to which credit could not be given.

— The most common mistakes noted:

e Item 1: The Subjunctive Particle (Qi) and its verb ({3l were disjointed.
e [tem 2: (a) The Relative Pronoun (Lgﬂ\) did not follow its referred noun (‘L:\eij\).

(b) Use of Preposition (‘_si) before verb.

(c) Use of two verbs consecutively (_was Giuny [ iz juas)

Recommendations:
— Educators need to ensure that their pupils have enough practice in this type of exercise so that they may
develop the proper ability to tackle this question.

— Candidates are advised to pay attention to each and every word so that they do not miss a word.

Question 5B (6 marks) [3 Items]

Assessment Objective:
This question also assesses writing at the sentence level. Knowledge of syntax is assessed by a sentence

completion task (6 marks).

Comments:

— Most candidates attempted the question. But many failed to score full marks due to grammatical,
syntactical and orthographical mistakes.

— Some candidates left the whole question or part of it unattended.

— Several candidates showed that there was an influence of their mother-tongue (Negative Transfer) which

hindered their ability to write correctly.



— Many candidates had a difficulty in making use of the correct verb form and syntax.

— A small number of candidates merely recopied the given clause, for example:

Alal) Sy o Jd cdlalall Sy of U

— Some of the common mistakes observed:

e [tem 1: Misuse of preposition.

e Item 2: Use of Imperfect Tense with (11]) and writing Nominal Sentence as its dependent clause.

e Item 3: Use of the perfect Tense after the conjunction (?:) preceded by an Imperfect Verb.

— Here are some examples of the good and poor answers:

Correct Sentences

) Laad il S of g

S L

Jogs 2l sl oSy of Ja
el Al (e JLd] g W
oY) gl daall

b 2 ¢ etdinall e JLd) aay W

Jand

ISV eabaall ) i (53 ot
« yskadll

sl calail 5 Gedy e

Recommendations:

Sentences having

grammatical / orthographical

mistakes

- L) Alilal (<5 o Ja8

Gl 8 clas])
O Liaday (Al Sy of U

- .58l

Sentences having syntactical
mistakes (Incorrect order of

words / Important word
missing)

A A Al Al oSy of Ja

Gl of Al (S5 of Ja

~chal)

- el agy

!l Jarsg
o (g3) B oy et
ol oS (alal & o3 o]

— Candidates are reminded that a correct sentence is one which conveys a complete thought free from
grammatical, syntactical and orthographical errors.

Candidates must have intensive practice to write sentences having dependent and independent clauses

using a variety of conjunctions such as: (> / J / Ny / fj / j / JPREN / ?:’ / — / 9 and
subordinating conjunctions such as:

(cor ¥ [ Wil / Ll [ W/ Lt [ Wi [ V3 o) [ N oams [ O sy [ O U [ o 2
Educators are requested to advise candidates to avoid writing diacritical marks.
Educators are advised to look for innovative and creative teaching strategies to improve candidates'

writing skill.



Question 6 (10 marks) [10 Items]

Assessment Objective:

This question also assesses reading with understanding through a Cloze Text and candidates have to fill in

the blanks with the given words.

Comments:

This question was attempted by most candidates, but only few managed to score full marks.
Some candidates have used the appropriate word but with spelling / copying mistakes.
Some candidates did not even try to fill in the blanks.

On the whole, the most common mistakes noted were the misplacing of the words:

i [ Jadl [ Gilay

Recommendations:

To strengthen command over cloze test questions, candidates are advised to extend their range of reading
materials as this will help them to build up their vocabulary. They also need to practise such question
frequently.

Candidates should be encouraged to read more stories or books in Arabic other than the prescribed

textbooks as this will help them to understand texts and mainly the overall context on their own.

Candidates are also advised to take the following steps into consideration while tackling a cloze test:

1) Read the passage provided thoroughly and carefully to form an idea about the topic. Read slowly and
gain an understanding of the text. Once the theme of the text is somewhat clear, your job becomes
easier. You can then go on to think of the appropriate words that suit the situation being described
and proceed to filling in the blanks.

2) Link the sentences together. Remember that it is a passage with sentences that are connected to each
other logically. Do not make the mistake of treating each sentence like an individual one and filling
in the blanks accordingly.

3) Look at the blanks carefully and assess the kind of words you have to fill in. Which part of speech
would it be? Would it be a noun, a verb or a particle?

4) Eliminate Options. You may come across a blank which seems to have more than one correct option.
Just check out the options listed and remove the ones which are most definitely wrong or out of
context.

5) Read after filling in the blanks. Read the entire passage and check if it sounds logically and
grammatically correct with the words selected.



Question 7A (5 marks) [5 Items]
Assessment Objective:
This question assesses candidates’ knowledge of grammar and spelling in context. Sentences containing

grammatical and spelling mistakes are set and candidates have to correct these mistakes.

Comments:
— Most of the candidates attempted the question, but few scored full marks.
— Some candidates simply rewrote the underlined word as it is.
— The question assessed the following:
e [tem 1: Relative Pronoun

e [tem 2: Agreement between Attached Pronoun and its antecedent.

e Item 3: The Genitive (ALY ); particularly the omission of the Definite Article in (alas).

e [tem 4: Imperative; agreement between verb and subject.

@

e Item 5: Declension of Noun; Accusative case due to ().

— The following is a list of the correct and wrong answers:

Correct Answers Wrong Answers Item
il ol /ol S 1
LSS obls [ oS [ L&l | 2
Gat omall [ @i [Ae [ all [ sl 3
I [ e [ A A Te 4
Y A [ ad AN sl s
Recommendations:

Dictation will help pupils to overcome such mistakes.

In addition to exercises pertaining to Grammar and orthography in the Arabic textbooks, Educators are

advised to prepare more exercises testing a variety of grammatical and spelling rules.

— Pupils are advised to jot down the words which they find difficult to spell and practise them on a regular
basis.

— The following methods may help Educators to deal with this kind of test:

1) Rhymes and songs may be used to teach grammatical and orthographic rules.
2) Making a list of commonly misspelled words.
3) Turning out words which are difficult to spell into pictures.
4) Playing word games.
Question 7B (5 marks) [5 Items]



Assessment Objective:

This question assesses knowledge and application of word transformation rules in Arabic. Sentences are set

and candidates have to complete the gaps by carrying out the correct transformation of the given words.

Comments:

Most candidates attempted the question, but many of them failed to score full marks due to grammatical

or orthographical mistakes in their answers.

Some pupils were not given full credit because they wrote the correct word form, but with wrong

diacritical marks.

Some candidates just copied the words given without making the required transformation.

The question assessed the following transformation:

Item 1: Verb to Gerund.

Item 2: Singular to Plural.

Item 3: Gerund to Imperfect Subjunctive.

Item 4: Common Noun to Noun of Place.

Item 5: Verb to Active Participle.

Here are some examples of the good and poor answers found:

Correct Answers Answers having Grammatical Wrong Answers Item
/ Spelling mistakes
ac luse Bacle [ aeludl [ aclua [ Bacluddl [ 2ol [ Crele [ delil) [ 2elas 1
Pl P& [ Dl [ plae [ o O [ 4 | a8 |2
Caly [ cadl [ cal cund [ aad | 3
(J) e [ (J) e e [ s SRS
Al / D / Ll / AU o/l / 2L, EIRYREINY

Recommendations:

Many candidates failed to write the correct spelling of the words. Hence, Educators are advised to lay

emphasis on correct spelling from an early stage.

Educators are advised to provide pupils with the different derivatives while teaching vocabulary and

pupils must be requested to use the different derivatives in sentences writing.



Question 8 (10 marks) [5 Items]

Assessment Objective:

This question assesses candidates’ ability to use simple cohesive devices (like adverbs of time, manner or

place) or conjunctions to write sentences. The task is based on pictures and given words. The different

sentences must be linked together with the given words to make up a coherent short story.

Comments:

Most candidates attempted the question, but few candidates managed to score full marks.

Most candidates understood the context of the story as illustrated by the pictures.

Some candidates either did not use the pair of words given or wrote correct sentences but omitting one of
the words given. This resulted in loss of marks.

Some candidates simply copied the pair of words as given or they merely swapped the words order.
Some candidates used the given words as proper nouns and this led to loss of marks.

Some candidates used the given words in different sentences and this resulted in loss of marks.

Many candidates wrote independent sentences on each picture, not paying attention to the importance of
having a short and coherent story.

Some candidates wrote meaningful and correct sentences but they were found incoherent to the picture.
Some candidates copied the given words with spelling mistakes.

Some candidates replaced the given word (M) by its synonym (‘_BLAB:!) and this resulted in loss of
marks.

Many candidates could not write proper sentences by using the adjective (le)

Among the most common mistakes observed:

e Use of Imperfect Tense with the expression (a 9 U_n\b).

e Interpretation of the verb (Az.a) as (akad): (4S)5a) 2a La\:s:\)

e Interpretation of the word (Jla) as (Jb): (Byadll jla cual / Ljﬁ oalaa Ll ).

e Gender agreement (7)) &£, a5 u;a\b/ Byl casn 5)«;\1\ oda).

e Agreement between Pronoun and its antecedent (M\ Can gl JA-Mi &= Jaal oalad s };J\)
e Wrong prepositions with phrasal verbs () g0 / ‘ﬁ 2a),

e  Addition of preposition (5yaill jac xia Ll ‘.ﬁ)

e Declension of noun (jh sl ).



The following is a list of some good and poor answers:

Criteria Correct and meaningful Sentences Item
‘9;.11.4\ By Seaf &JJ a9 <l 1
EXCELLENT
e Given words used el el Ja )3\ Ay a5 S 2
e Meaningful i
e Coherent to image Bl e aggl) Seal LEL Cilgie any| 3
e Appropriate Vocabulary
e Correct syntax S gall Calaadd Byl Jakal) daian Glal| 4
e No grammatical / spelling mistake
Byl il ) s hla sall S| 5
Criteria Meaningful Sentences with mistakes Item
Sadll Y g am 3|1
AVERAGE
e Given words used A ‘._f)” a5 K 2
e Meaningful
e Incoherent to image Byl Y AR tlaf| 3
e Correct syntax
e Grammatical / spelling mistake E\AJIL as|gall (4l gt amag| 4
e Given word replaced by an
equivalent word Byl A g Jui e 2l dad A S IR GO
Criteria Incorrect Sentences Item
&0 el 1
POOR
e Given words not used P
T E oo f o US| 2
e Not Arabic Vocabulary
e Not meaningful 45\‘933\‘9 Gl gl a2d 3
e Incoherent to image
e Incorrect syntax Laia aS)dl) Al LT | 4
e Grammatical / spelling mistakes
e Simply copying words given Syl gls = Caban Gl R 5




Recommendations:
— Educators are advised to encourage students to write short paragraphs.
— Candidates are reminded of the following principles:
1) Words given may be used in any order.
2) Verbs given may be conjugated using any appropriate tense.
3) Nouns given can be used in the singular, dual or plural forms.
4) All the given words must be used.
5) Only one sentence must be written based on the picture and the given words must be used within the
same sentence.
6) Abstain from simply adding a preposition between the two given words.
7) Using given words as proper nouns is not acceptable.
8) Addition or omission of any important word such as a preposition in the sentence structure where it
is expected / not expected is a syntactical mistake.

9) Avoid writing diacritical marks.



Question 9 (10 marks)

Assessment Objective:

This question assesses candidates’ ability to write creatively and imaginatively a coherent and structured

piece of continuous prose by using correct grammar, spelling and punctuation accurately and by using

vocabularies appropriate to the situation and topic. This is done through a guided composition (canvas).

Comments:

Many candidates attempted the question. However, only a handful of candidates fulfilled the criteria and
scored full marks.

Some candidates still dwell on lengthy introductions which often do not address the question.

In some cases, rehearsed pieces of writing were produced which could not be given due credit due to
lack of relevance.

Many candidates could not score full marks due to irrelevance and little or no development of the
storyline.

Many compositions did not stick to the recommended word limit.

Many candidates merely copied the given bullet points as they are or they simply added one or two
conjunctions or prepositions.

Some candidates elaborated on the given first three bullet points only.

Only a few candidates were able to use a variety of sentence structures consistently including complex
ones.

Many candidates were not given full credit despite having written a well developed coherent story
including complex sentence structures with accurate vocabulary; this is due to the fact that there were
major grammatical mistakes in their writing.

While the topic was within the reach of candidates, some linguistic challenges could be noted. Many
candidates had trouble finding the appropriate vocabulary to use in the storyline. For the less able
candidates, grammar continues to be a hurdle: the coherence of tenses (mixing present and past tense
inappropriately), subject-verb agreement, conjugating verbs properly, gender form, gender/number
agreement, and using the appropriate syntax.

Grammatical mistakes were quite frequent. The common grammatical mistakes observed were related to
agreement, wrong prepositions, inappropriate phrasal verbs, misuse of pronouns, Genitive, auxiliary
verbs and the use of the Imperfect Tense in a narrative essay.

One of the most common syntactical mistakes found in many scripts is the omission of the preposition

“Baa” after the verb (M\)
Among the most common spelling mistakes noted:

e Omission of one Laam while the word (<)) is definite: (_<all).

e Omission of the three dots over the letter Sheen in the word (s »&).

YA



e Some Candidates could not differentiate the sounds (3 / #);
they wrote (<3la [ Ja3) as (<ld / &),

e Some Candidates could not differentiate the sounds (& [ z / z);
they wrote (J33) as (Jaa [ dav).

— Many candidates ignored the Subject in the instruction (?eﬂaﬁ \51«6) and consequently they did not
involve them in the story and wrote about the action taken by a third party.

— Lexical and orthographical mistakes were also noted
— The following sample of compositions is an illustration of the strengths and weaknesses encountered in

this year’s paper:

e Composition 1

& i dall el agd L@l e ani 58 Cald Calall ) Baialy deal cand ag @il
kil s
aaal diiny (a8 "Galll 4l il ae dagll cingay gl e s Caa Loy ]

[44 words] coall 2K B day ela a8 g ‘;_y ‘;«4‘)—;@‘

This composition can be classified as very poor due to the fact that it is irrelevant, meaningless and some
sentences are not recognizable in Arabic.

e Composition 2

Balill Gala Jeadll o al o yaa Blias alear acin diliaaly U bl cudd) g
oy els L Jhyall Jall Hlul disg . oalll ) diaaly of L udlll Sy ey 2 pall
&l e (I palll ae apdll Jaoll cady dpaall ) eyl dlsy el Gyl
[49 words] BUl calea S Aol

This composition can be classified as poor because it is barely relevant, with very little development of the
story. As for the language, it is clumsy and uncertain throughout with inaccurate vocabulary, making it
difficult for readers to understand what the candidate wished to express. In addition, it is full of grammatical

and spelling mistakes.
\a



e Composition 3

s oall Ay elaaly WL LEC Jakll Bye Luiall pall des L duadll 3 pal Jsdo slad
Adadl) Joai) L 2€A) alll Jan g 1 by . all 3l JE L5l duSdl ) Aoy

[58 words] L) S ) palll Ay ayall sl Qs cdg L ae il dadla

e Composition 4

Gkl LS Eiliidl Ul il clowy d8)de Geadis Dhed sall OIS ¢ bl ) o b
(s dealdl) dole by dupaal ) aads dapre Gedlall Gad & L lal) pdy ekl
aal duail Sla Lagall pal ay deadll gal Ja3 alad Beadl o Gogall aleall Gaap
B Al g Ayl 3S5e b palll ad LAapadll 8 Ak al) ela OLB ae e juy ddayal)

[65 words] N vew Gl ) Caray ccalg

e Composition 5

(s Al ) Euads Apeall e Ul Slany Luedie Jall O ¢ cald) Ganedl) gy
LY Galll ) eslady caan Gl aledll Ty duadll 8 Nl Jao L poall Ll G

. gl qu Jaag
55al aladdl Jeadl (Gl aay e pun rag alaall Lugal) Galll Tl Tag Lol Gals

[61 words] -yl SOl Y 3sly palll ehyy Jaydl) (g - il duay (il aas L oyl

These three compositions (3,4 and 5) can be classified as average since the stories are basic. Candidates
have made use of simple vocabulary with some degree of accuracy. The ideas are organised and expressed

mostly in simple sentences. However, there is a lack of fluency and the mistakes are noticeable.



e Composition 6

b S L L eland) b dyhe Guadlly Dan sall OIS . gl e e YY) bl ass asal
SN lady Allal) el s Jad o e Aapad) Gedle el Gl aang L eladll IS L Lual)
SN Alil aladl JBE & Jaadl) palll JBa slad L Juadl) & WS & Goall R B LAl
2al za pall S L la Lyl Jeay Dol dasg g daydll Jla b aleall duai) il ¢l
Dkl @lag oyl 36 ) palll 380y 2ol adiad) ) aes] Syl 330 Ll e
e & Alaall e leall AT &L sea] Culal) asd sy Leaiey L GUaY] Ala b deal

[99 words] LAl

-

e Composition 7

Aglall clecdl 8 B5)i0 Geedlly Sea sall OIS ald) deaal) oy b

Aesad) S cuads TS i

Gra palll o culyy Jeadl) & Cipla B L Lab B 30 Bypeme pal ) I Gliay Levie
Gl e Jsad LU ) cuad YL palll auly Slaaly UL D sl Aaiasy Gigealal
adi ol b dxiagy galll Japll pakd Alaall Jesg DL 8 aayg L Akyall LU Jeails
alaall 238 L jsgie (el padli o el oY (Jdapall S L aladll Cpalally dlagaal) 3 il
Sl Ay, call

[91 words] AL Sallgy gl coped Ssa K bl K
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e Composition 8

Aliag . dupaall L cuadg dabhall caS) Vidieay buadie sall OIS saign jed (0 paredll ag A
SBral Fyams s Jeaill Jaghally Sl Falll Jas slad LSl e Caulag Jeadl] cilan
e ey Cdpeag daydll e Gliail L il dudag dalaal) 88 Gjuy palll 1) LBac luse
cBall Gusag ddeyn Gy palll G LLES Gad LAl JhAl daa (@l aan day
g il S gy aleal duially 5O aydll ael L €l palll i) (ad

[74 words] cll ) Camay el

These three compositions (6, 7 and 8) can be classified as very good. The storylines are complete and
organised with elaborate details. A beginning of complexity and a variety in sentence structures may be
observed. The language is generally secure and syntax mostly accurate despite a few grammatical and

spelling mistakes.

e Composition 9

Lped alad dpadl e85 aduy dealy jee Aol ae aall Ei€ GEY) o as B
OIS daaill 8 Sy Wy libad Gl ald lliag Lo olall oyl ibead ) Luadd ¢ ilaall
leie zoads Laleall dudn md Japll Laald cas)ls Ly duadll Jans ol 13gul Liasd
i€e ) Ueyud gal dagll G Udyed L dasy OIS ) elagad) dpaall 8 lgacay & .ddains
aila BU Al Lol galll BGN (of) Jllad ) Lee cond L olipal cdllia L L0
saaly yealy 3 acly DBUN <a L Galll o dpaidy Ishag ¢l s a3 Jla sl

[105 words] B0 K, aaml LA (liled Ly 13 (pyg e US g (el anlusg
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e Composition 10

Al Ay Ui L Gies Loy alea oyl OIS " slsd el Gl & Gaslal) 138 5als
W e Sl Le st WS 1S L lliad & cupe al Janslad oy Lo e o o8 IS Gaa
L5 b33 ) aall psud Ml Ll daga ales zlad L LS Gl Gy
Aayall Jlay a8 mary i WA Gyl 8 ey lshay Gl dhyall ey dleals
Gandl (G ) Cus Galed) 35e (I palll cadelly s iade Bis a1 OIS Ll

[83 words] S WS LAy L calgin DA

These two compositions (9 and 10) can be classified as excellent owing to the fact that the story has been

well developed with elaborated relevant details. The language is secure despite a few mistakes. The ideas are

well organized and coherent. They fulfill the objectives of this question which is to produce a piece of work

using creativity and imagination while making use of rich and varied accurate vocabulary. There are

confident and consistent use of complex sentence patterns in a very natural way.

Recommendations:

Candidates must be reminded that their compositions should be a combination of relevance and fluency.
The given story should be detailed and elaborately developed. A variety of sentence structures through
accurate application of grammar, and a rich and varied vocabulary should be included.

Candidates should be strongly reminded that the Perfect Tense must be used in a narrative
composition.
Candidates must ensure that they read extensively to be able to produce language effectively. They need
to practise composition writing regularly to learn to express themselves clearly.
Educators are encouraged to discuss ideas among pupils, provide them vocabulary, linking words and
expressions.

Educators are advised to highlight the different styles of expression in Arabic.

Educators are advised to encourage good, thoughtful and clear writing and penalize poor writing.
Educators are requested to work on the candidates’ mindset by using non-intrusive motivation
techniques that will inspire instead of scaring them.

It would be really helpful if brief writing sessions on a specific subject could be organized frequently.

Yy




Conclusion:

It is important that pupils practise reading with understanding. Their failure to grasp certain important
meanings in what they read seems to be the cause of most difficulties they face. Furthermore, constant
efforts should be made so that they develop their writing skills. Pupils must read extensively, going beyond
the Arabic textbooks. They are kindly reminded that textbooks act only as a key in the implementation of the
Teaching and Learning Syllabus which is based on the National Curriculum Framework (NCF). They serve
principally to supplement and enhance the Educators' input and instructions.

Educators are requested to give due consideration to recommendations made in the various sections of this

report and to devise appropriate means for their application.
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