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Key Messages 

• Candidates should read instructions well. 

• Candidates should not leave questions blank. 

• In Grammar, the following areas should be consolidated: 

 Subject -verb agreement 

 Verb Tenses 

 Prepositions 

• In Reading Comprehension: 

 Indiscriminate lifting should be avoided. 

 Vocabulary in context remains a challenge 

• In Writing: 

 Candidates should pay closer attention to their use of grammar, spelling 

and punctuation. 

 Weaker candidates have serious difficulties in sentence writing. (కరత, కరమ, 

క్రియ) 

 Narrative essays require candidates to develop a storyline and use varied 

sentence structures along with a wide range of vocabulary to sustain the 

readers’ interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Introduction 

The National Certificate of Education (NCE) Assessment in Telugu assesses the proficiency of 

candidates at the end of Nine Year Continuous Basic Education (NYCBE) cycle in: 

1. Reading (25%) 

2. Writing (25%) 

3. Grammar and use of target language (40%) 

4. Translation (10%) 

 

General Comments  

Candidates’ performance in the 2021 NCE Telugu Question paper is quite satisfactory. The 

overall pass rate is 80%. Most of the answers demonstrate good use of language, including 

appropriate use of vocabulary and expressions. Nevertheless, some candidates did encounter 

problems to tackle this paper. Many did not attempt the functional writing and extended 

writing at all. 

 

 

Comments on Specific Questions 

Question 1 (15 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses knowledge of basic Telugu grammar, spelling and punctuation. Multiple-

choice questions, fill in the blanks, underlining the right option and open ended questions are, 

for instance, included.  

Comment: 

Most candidates gave effective responses. The three specific items, proved to be problematic 

to most candidates. 

 Item 10 - most candidates did not grasp the concept of preposition.  

 

 

 



 

Item 13 - candidates were not able to join two sentences into one.  

   Many wrote ‘నా తమమమడిక్ర జ్వరం వచ్చి అతనఽ బడకి్ర లళె్లలేదఽ.’ 

 Item 15 - many candidates were unable to write in negative form.  

   ‘మా గమరువుగ఺రు వస్఺త రు’ – instead of ‘ర఺రు’ many wrote ‘లెఱతత రు’ while some even 

changed the sentence into feminine ‘మా పంతులమమ వసఽత ంద.ి’ 

 

Question 2 (5marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses knowledge of basic vocabulary in context. MCQ items are set. 

Comment: 

 The overall attempt was positive. Only item 2 the word ‘మమరిక్రగ఺’ was found difficult to the 

candidates.  

 

Question 3(అ) (5 marks), (ఆ) (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses functional reading at a basic level. Candidates were required to read a 

letter and a poster to show their understanding by locating explicit information from the given 

text(s).  

Comment: 

Candidates responded positively although some missed the information in items 2 and 4 of 

Question 3 (ఆ): 

 (2) ‘ఎవరు ఇందఽలో ప఺ల్గ ంటారు?’ 

 As the word ‘ప఺ల్గ ంటారు’ is not found in the extract, difficulties were encountered. 

(4) ‘ఈ క్఺రయకిమం ఎన్ని గంటలకు ఆరంభిసఽత ంది?’  

They copied ‘9.00 – 16.00’ which made them lose 1 mark. This was deemed to be indiscriminate 

lifting. i.e. lifting containing excessive information. 

  



 

Question 4 (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses candidates’ knowledge and ability to apply word formation rules in 

Telugu. A short paragraph is set and candidates have to complete the text by effecting the 

required transformations. 

Comment: 

Many candidates did not earn full marks. The following words were the most common 

mistakes. 

(ఆసక్రత):  Instead of ‘ఆసక్రతకరమ నై’, ‘ఆసక్రతలు’, ‘ఆసక్రతమ ైన’ were often given as answers. 

(తెలుసఽక్ొనఽ): Instead of ‘తెలుసఽక్ొంటారు’, ‘తెలుసఽక్ొనాిరు’ was a common incorrect answer. 

 

Question 5 (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses candidates’ ability to deal with grammar and spelling in context. A short 

paragraph containing grammatical and spelling mistakes was set and candidates were required 

to correct these mistakes. 

Comment: 

Many candidates failed to score 5 marks. Some even scored 0 in this question. Some common 

mistakes were noted. 

(లెఱతల నఽ): Instead of ‘లెళ్లడం’, లెఱతల ం was a common incorrect answer.  

(అనే): Instead of ‘అనేక’, ‘చాల’, ‘అనే’ were often given as answers.    

 

Question 6A (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This task is a closed Cloze Text. Candidates are required to complete a text with 5 gaps using 

one suitable word to be chosen from a given list. 

Comment: 

For question 6A, candidates performed well.  

 



 

 

Question 6B (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This task is an open Cloze Text. Candidates are required to complete a text with 5 gaps using 

one suitable word. No list was given. 

Comment: 

Difficulties were encountered for part B to fill in the blanks using their own words. Some left it 

unanswered. This shows that many candidates do not have sufficient linguistic mastery to be 

able to tackle this task successfully. 

  

Question 7 (10 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses functional writing. Candidates are required to write 50-60 words on a 

given task – writing a short letter in this instance. They were assessed on their ability to 

complete the task properly and on their accurate use of Telugu. 

Comment: 

The strongest responses were characterised by fluency and well-presented ideas. Most 

candidates could not score full marks as they failed to address all the given points. Some 

candidates did not attempt the question and a few responses were in English. 

 

Functional Writing 1 

నమస్఺ారం. గత ల఺రం నేనఽ మా కుట ంబంతో సఽయాక్ లో అనే జ్లప఺తం దరిశంచాం. అకాడ చాల 

జ్ంతువులూ పక్షులూ ఉనాియ. క్఺న్న అకాడ ఉని జ్లప఺తం చాల ఆసక్రతకరంగ఺ ఉంది. జ్లప఺తం 

దరిశంచ్చన తర఺వత మ ం ఒక చెట ు  క్రంద భోజ్నం చేళ఺ం. భోజ్నం అయన తర఺వత మ ం నడచిాం. మ ం 

నడుసాత  ఎరని్న జ్ామ పళ్లల  చాళ఺ం. మన నోరు నోరురింది. మ న్ జ్ామ పళ్లల  క్ోసాత  తినాిం. మ ం ఆరు 

గంటలకు ఇంటిక్ర లెఱతల ం. నీవు కూడా ఆ జ్లప఺తం నచఽితుందన్న  నేనఽ ఆశిసఽత నాినఽ. నీ కుట ంబ ల఺ళ్లకు 

నా మమదఽద లు!   

This response scored high marks. It has a clear awareness of audience and purpose. 

All required points are developed in detail. It is organised and coherent. 

G/S/P is very accurate. Only very occasional slips are noticeable.  

  



 

 

Functional Writing 2 

నమస్఺ారం. నీవు కుశలంగ఺ ఉనాివన్న ఆశిసఽత నానఽ. ఇకాడ మ ం క్షేమంగ఺ ఉనాిం. నేనఽ దరిశంచ్చన 

మనోహరమ నై సథలాన్ని గమరించ్చ ఈ ఉతత రం ర఺సఽత నాినఽ. నేనఽ బొ టాన్నకల్ ఉదాయనవనం మరి పో ర్టు లూయ  

మయయజియాన్నక్ర లెఱతల నఽ. నేనఽ దరిశంచ్చన చోట ు లో చాల ఆసక్రతకరమ ైన విషయాలు చాళ఺నఽ. బొ టాన్నకల్ 

ఉదాయనవనంలో నేనఽ చాల అందమ నై చెట ల , పూలు, ఒక చ్చని నద,ిపక్షులు చాళ఺నఽ. మయయజియంలో నేనఽ 

చాల మనోహరమ నై విగిహాలు చాళ఺నఽ. అకాడ మ ం తోటలో భోజ్నం చేస఻ మరి ఫో టోలు. ననేఽ మరి మా 

సనిహితుర఺లకు కూడా ఆ సథలం నచాిం. అందఽక్ే మ ం క్ొతత  ఆసక్రతకరమ నై విషయాలు నరేుిక్ోనాిం. ఆ 

రోజు నాకు హదఽద  లేన్న ఆనందం కలిగింది.  

This response got a mid-range score. The required points are addressed, but lack details. G/S/P is 

accurate enough, but errors are noticeable.  

 

Functional Writing 3 

గత ల఺రం, నేనఽ మరి నా కుట ంబం ఒక మనోహరమ ైన సథలాన్ని దరిశంచం. ఆ అందమ నై సథ లం ేనరు 

క్఺జ్ెలా. అకాడ, చాలా జ్ంతువులు మరి కూడా ఆటలు ఉనాియ. క్఺జ్లెా ప఺క్ ఏండుకంటే, మ ం 

జ్ంతువులు న్నంచ్చ చాల తెలుసఽ. అకాడ ననేఽ చాల విదేశ యాతిికులు చాళ఺నఽ. అకాడ, అందమ నై 

క్ొండలు మరి నదఽలు కూడా చాళ఺నఽ. ననేఽ మర ినా కుట ంబం క్఺జ్ెలా ప఺క్ కు అంట ేచాల ఇషుం.  

This response scored very low marks as it has no real sense of audience and purpose. The 

points are briefly addressed (two last points are not developed). Vocabulary used is often 

inaccurate and simple and there are many frequent mistakes. 

 

Question 8 (15 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses candidates’ ability to read an extended passage. Candidates were 

assessed on their ability to locate explicit information, make inferences, explain the meaning of 

words as used in the given context, identify main ideas and offer personal response. 

 

 

 

 



 

Comment: 

Most candidates attempted this question, but performance was average. The part (అం) was 

commonly left unattended.  

 

Question 9A (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate common English words into Telugu.  

Comment: 

Most candidates found the exercise quite challenging. A few candidates, however, did cope 

well. The following words were found difficult by candidates: 

Watch – ‘గడయిారం’ was often incorrectly answered as ‘గంట’. 

Delicious – ‘రుచ్చకరమ నై’ was wrongly answered as ‘కూరలు’. 

Sometimes – ‘అపుుడపుుడు’ received ‘తర఺వత’, ‘అపుుడు’, ‘ఎపుుడు’ as wrong responses.  

 

Question 9B (5 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English into 

Telugu. 

Comment: 

Few candidates did well in this exercise. Some even omitted numerous words which led to loss 

of marks.  

 

Question 10 (15 marks) 

Assessment Objective: 

This question assesses candidates’ ability to produce an extended piece of writing in 130 -150 

words. They were required to write one composition out of a choice from narrative and 

descriptive topics.  

 

 



 

Comment: 

Only a handful of candidates satisfied the assessment criteria and scored full marks. A few 

unattended responses were noticed.  

Question 10(అ) was attempted by most candidates. The strongest responses were 

characterised by fluency and well-presented ideas which helped them to score full marks.   

Question 10(ఆ) was less popular. Many candidates had trouble finding the appropriate 

vocabulary to use in the essay. Grammatical mistakes were quite frequent. The mistakes 
observed were related to wrong propositions, coherence of tenses and subject-verb 
agreement. 
 

Extended writing 1 

గత సంవతసరం మా బడి ఒక సంగీత దినోతసవం ఏర఺ుట  చసే఻ంది. ఆ రోజు విదాయరుథ లు చాల ఆనందించారు. 

ఆ రోజు మ ం బడిక్ర ే ందలకడన ే లెఱతల రు. తర఺వత మ ం తయారు చేళ఺రు. ఒక రోజు మమందఽ మ ం బడి 

అవరనం అలకరించారు. ఉప఺డాయయలూ విదాయరుథ లూ చాల సంతోషం కలిగింది. ఆ రోజు మ ం చదవలేదఽ. ఆ 

సందర఺ాణ ఒక ప఺టతో ఆరంభించారు. తర఺వత ఎదో తరగతి ే఻లల లు ఒక నాటకం చేళ఺రు. నాటకం తర఺వత 

నేనఽ మా మితుి లతో ఒక నితయం చళే఺రు. మ ం బాగ఺ నితయం చసే఻ంది. క్ొంత సమయం తర఺వత 

ఉప఺డాయయమలు మిఠ఺యలూ ే ంచ్చ ే టాు రు. ఆ మిఠ఺యలు చాల రుచ్చకరమ ైనవి. ఆ దినోతసవం అయన 

తర఺వత రవి అన ేఉప఺డాయయమడు ఒక సఽందరమ ైన ప఺ట ప఺డాడు. ఆ ప఺ట మాకు అంటే చాల ఇషుం. ర఺మ 

చంది అనే గ఺యకుడు మన బడిక్ర వచ్చి మనకు ఆశిరయం కలిగింది. క్఺న్న అతనఽ ప఺ట ప఺డడు. అందఽక్ ే

మ ం చాల దఽుఃఖం కలిగింద.ి ఆ రోజు ఒక చాల మారవలేన్న రోజు. దాన్న మన హిదయం ఉనాిరు. ఆ రోజు 

మన ఆనందాన్నక్ర హదఽద  లేదఽ. మ ం వచేి సంగీత దినోతసవం లేచ్చి ఎదఽరు చాసఽత నాిం. వచేి సంవతసరం 

మ ం ఒక క్ొతత  సందరాం జ్రుపుక్ొంటాం. మ ం దాన్న చాల లెైభవంగ఺ జ్రుపుక్ొంటాం.   

This extended piece of work can be classified as very good as its storyline is complete and 

organised with elaborate details. A beginning of complexity and a variety in sentence structures 

may be observed. The language is generally secure and syntax is mostly accurate despite a few 

grammatical and spelling mistakes.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extended writing 2 

ఒక ఆడిల఺రం నాడు, నేనఽ కలస఻ మ లస఻ మా బాబమమతో అంగడిక్ర లెఱతల ం. మ ం మార఺ల డుతూ లెఱతల డు. 

హఠ఺తుత గ఺ మ ం ఒక క్఺రు ఒక చెట ు  దగగర ఉంది. మ ం ఆ క్఺రునఽ చాడటాన్నక్ర, ల఺ళ్లల  అకాడకి్ర లెఱతల ం. 

అకాడ చాల మనఽశులు ఉనాిరు. దగగరిక్ర చరేు, మ ం ఒక ే దద  (accident) చాళ఺ం. ల఺ళ్లల  ఒకరనిోకరిన్న 

చాళ఺రు క్఺న్న ఏమీ చెపులేదఽ, ల఺ళ్లల  భయం పడాా రు. తర఺వత ఒక ఆయన అంబమలకు చెప఺ుడు. 

క్ొన్నిన్నమిష఺ల తర఺వత, ల఺ళ్లల  ఆసఽపతిిక్ర ల఺ఱతల రు. పంలీసఽల఺ళ్లల  కూడా వచాిరు. క్఺న్న ననేఽ నా 

బాబమమతో ఇంటని్న తిరిగ ిలెఱతల రు. ఇది ఒక మరవలేన్న రోజు.   

This essay is mostly accurate therefore it gets a mid-range score. Errors occur when complexity 

is attempted. It has some interest for the reader. 

 

Extended writing 3 

గత ల఺రం మా బడిలో ఒక ే దద  సందరాం ఉంది. అది ల఺రిశక క్రిడా దినోతసవం ఉంద.ి ననేఽ నా మితుి ర఺లల తో 

ఎన్నమిది గంటలకు బడకి్ర కలస఻ లెఱతల ం. అకాడ లలెుల మ ం తరగతోలో (attendance) క్ోసం లెఱతల ం. 

(Attendance) తర఺వత మ ం మ దైానంలో లెఱతల ం. అకాడ మకు ఒక స఼స్఺ నీళ్లల  ఇచాిరు. మ ం తమ కూరీి 

మిద కూచోనాిం. తర఺వత దనిోతసవం (started). నేనఽ ప఺లోగ లేదఽ. నా మితుి ర఺లు పరుగటెాన్నక్ర 

ప఺ల్గ నాిరు. 

This essay is relevant but has little interest for the reader. The vocabulary used is simple and 

not always accurate. Meaning is not doubtful but errors are quite frequent.  

 

Conclusion 

It is important that candidates practice reading with understanding. Their failure to grasp 

certain important concepts in what they read seems to be the cause of most difficulties they 

face. The development of writing skills is to be favoured in classes. Candidates should read 

extensively, going beyond the textbooks. 


