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Key Messages

Almost half of the candidates have not achieved the required levels when it comes to
basic vocabulary, basic grammar, basic reading and basic writing.
e Candidates are advised to read widely to build up their vocabulary in Chinese.
e In grammar, candidates are still having difficulty with the following:
o Sentence structure.
o Negative / affirmative forms.
o Use of the interrogative forms.
o Measure words.
o Correction of the wrong words.
e In Reading Comprehension,
o Many candidates have problem to understand the text.
o Questions assessing higher-order reading skills like making inferences,
offering personal responses and guessing the meaning of words in context.
e In Writing,
o Candidates should pay closer attention to their use of grammar, spelling and
punctuation.
o Weaker candidates have serious difficulties on using good vocabulary.
o Candidates could not organize their ideas properly leaving behind grammatical
and spelling mistakes.
o The sentence structures are very simple and lack fluency.

General Comments

The National Certificate of Education (NCE) assessment in Modern Chinese aims at being
beneficial to learners in different ways. Firstly, it encourages the teaching and learning of
the key competencies and skills in Modern Chinese. It also provides feedback to learners
and stakeholders in general about the overall proficiency level achieved. By assessing
functional literacy through a series of authentic tasks, as well as assessing more traditional
academic tasks, it aims at providing a firm grounding in Modern Chinese as students’
progress through the system, whether they wish to continue to the academic stream or

move to the technical/vocational stream.

The main purpose of the NCE Assessment is to measure and certify learning that has taken

place at the end of the Nine-Year Continuous Basic Education (NYCBE) cycle.



The Modern Chinese NCE assessment focuses on the following areas:
1. Reading Comprehension (25%) 2. Writing (25%)
3. Grammar and Use of Target Language (40%) 4. Translation (10%)

The 2021 Modern Chinese NCE Question Paper was based on the prototype paper set by the
Mauritius Examinations Syndicate. It is the first time for the Grade 9 students sat for the

NCE Assessment, as part of the ongoing Nine-Year Continuous Basic Education reform.

On the whole, there were 59.1% of the candidates who passed the examinations, 8 of the
candidates who got grade 1. Nevertheless, there were still 41.9% of the candidates who
were unable to attain a pass mark in the subject. Teachers should give greater consideration

to this, and should investigate into its causes in order to improve performance.

Comments on Specific Questions

Question 1 — Basic Grammar

This question assesses knowledge of basic Modern Chinese grammar, spelling and
punctuation. Multiple-choice items, fill-in-the blanks, ticking the right option and open-
ended items were set to elicit the required information from candidates. It carries a total of
15 marks. The majority of candidates could not cope well in this exercise, Among the 44
candidates, 28 of them scored 0 -7 marks. Many candidates made mistakes in questions 11-

15 as they did not understand the meaning of the questions well.

Item 1 This item tested the use of the verb “N” (to ask ) and was well attempted.

Item 2 This item tested the use of the Preposition. Candidates were expected to know that the
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Preposition “E" (away from) that used between places. This basic grammatical concept in

Chinese was well attempted by some students.

Item 3 tested the use of the measure word. Candidates were expected to know that the measure

=

word “ZX" (used for organization) that matched “EERzE” (hospital). A common wrong answer



was “Y" instead of “ZX" , as some candidates did not understand the meaning of “[&E

=

TG o
Item 4 tested the use of the preposition word “Et” (used to make comparison ). Many

candidates still have difficulties with the use of the preposition of “Lt” , so they wrongly gave

8" . "ER" or "EKER" asan answer.

Item 5 This item tested the use of the adjective “/A” and was well attempted.

Item 6 This item tested the use of the time adverb “_K%]” . Many candidates chose “it”
and “/b”as answer.

Item 7 to 10 These items assessed candidates’ ability to choose the correct grammar
sentence. There were 4 sentences in each group and only one was correct. Some candidates
could not recognize the words so they lost marks.

Item 11 This item required candidates to transform the negative sentence “ &A1
7 into its affirmative form. This remains a very basic task and most candidates managed
to do it correctly. The expected answer was “ &1 NIE,

Item 12 This item required candidates to transform the affirmative sentence “Z3/H =&
PBAVIZZE” into its negative form. This was also a very basic task and most candidates
managed to do it correctly. The expected answer was “Z37 5B =ABMOLE., ”

Item 13 This item required candidates to transform the sentence 4 KAk /AN LR 4R 22
F:” into its interrogative form by use “/E4” . To be able to do so, candidates had to use
the correct syntax, grammar and agent. The expected answer was “#th /& 4 = F 82"

Item 14 This item required candidates to rewrite the sentence “E K. 4Kk, FF4LEA
IRE” by use “TLw....»0s&....” . Again, candidates had to use the correct syntax,
grammar and agent. The expected answer was “Lit B RKEELZ K, FFEEBERER.

Item 15 This item required candidates to transform the declarative sentence “ =& HL >R
#/KIRIE” into its exclamatory sentence by use “H.....0W! 7 This was also a very basic

task and most candidates managed to do it correctly. The expected answer was*E 8 K &4

KEER!



Question 2 — Basic Vocabulary

This question assesses knowledge of basic vocabulary in Modern Chinese in context. Many
kinds of vocabulary were tested through multiple-choice items in this question. The use of
adjective, preposition, adverb, measure word and the verb forms were assessed. Some
candidates attempted these questions with confidence. The poor performance in this
guestion revealed pupils’ poor knowledge of Chinese grammar. It consists of 5 multiple

choice questions and carries 5 marks.

The best done items were:

ltem 1 AREL AR, PONRICEREAX L T,
Item 2 EE M FRME, MMEHRTF T .

ltem 5 ZINA:  “URATAEEMAENL? 7
The following items were found challenging:

Item 3 VBVSRNREMNLE, WHKRAEHE Y. Some candidates wrongly gave
“EiET . “HiR” as they did not understand the meaning of the 2™ part of the
sentence.

Item 4 FFEMFEFE T, (2U1R4H.0 . Some candidates wrongly provided “&Ei2%” or “M%

%77 as answer. It seems that the candidates could not understand the meaning of the

words and they just picked an answer at random. Hence, they could not score good marks.

Question 3 — Basic Reading Comprehension

This question assesses functional reading at a basic level. Candidates were required to read
a short note or short notes / letter / e-mail / poster / message and show understanding by
locating explicit information from the given text(s). Two passages were given for this

question.

The 1st given passage was an e-mail with simple words. Candidates were required to fill-in-
the blanks. Since the passage was in conformity with the learners’ interest, the overall
performance was good. However, in questions 2 & 3, it seems that a few candidates could
not understand the meaning of “H#177” and hence they could not score maximum marks.

It carries 5 marks.



The 2nd given passage was a short note. Candidates were required to answer the questions.
In this kind of task, the importance of brief and accurate answers is essential. Most

candidates lost marks in question 4:  “VEZN LA FFAE? 7 The expected answer was “_F

F S5, " Some candidates wrongly gave “ FF-/LA R FA-PUA” as an answer.

Question 4 — Word Formation
This question assesses candidates’ knowledge and ability to write Modern Chinese
characters based on the Chinese pinyin provided. A short paragraph was set and candidates

had to complete the text by filling the blanks with the correct answer.

Some candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the short paragraph and scored
maximum marks. This question carries 5 marks. There were 18 candidates who got (3-5)

marks.

The well done items were:

Item 1 ATl (méinian) BE—3=H+ _H, WZ A\ S35

Item 3 L2 RENE (héndud) BE, HEAR, ZERIHIESE.

The following items were found challenging:

ltem 2 £ N3 5 (guankan) JETHE#ALAI S 2% . Many candidates
could not differentiate “¥” and “XX” and wrongly gave “XX” as answer, hence they
lost marks. ltem 4 (ting shud) Wrie SR E R ...... Some candidates wrongly gave
“JrJThii” as an answer. Iltem 5.....J8 S EFHHL (Zhishéng ji) £iH. Some candidates
wrongly gave “EANL” or “EHFHE” asananswer.

Question 5 — Error Hunt

This question assesses candidates’ ability to deal with grammar and writing of Chinese
characters in context. A short paragraph containing five items with grammatical and Modern
Chinese characters mistakes were set and candidates were required to correct these mistakes.
Some candidates had difficulties in writing the right Chinese characters, hence they lost marks.

This question carries 5 marks.



There were 15 candidates who got (3-5) marks.

The best done items were:

ltem 1 &1L TR (G —IHRAKIALY.

ltem 2 HLEMHORE T ER B —3F (BED

ltem 3 EAH ({H) <BkfE.....

The following items were found challenging:

ltem 4 T HIESWE (B ) AFRIEXMIES . Some candidates did not understand the
meaning of the sentence, and some did not know how to write “{#” properly, all these
students lost marks.

ltem 5 R REEFR GR) Mift4.....o In fact, this question was simple and easy, but some

candidates wrongly gave “47” and “#%” as answer, hence they lost marks.

Question 6 — Cloze Text

Question 6 was split into two parts: 6A and 6B.

Question 6A
This task is a closed Cloze Text. Candidates were required to complete a text with 5 gaps
using one suitable word to be chosen from a given list. It carries 5 marks. There were only

12 candidates who got (3-5) marks.

The passage set was based on the story of a dog saw a piece of meat on the ground, it
picked the meat immediately and ran to home, as it was afraid of other dogs coming to steal
the meat. When the dog was about to cross a bridge, it saw another one dog was looking at

him in the river, and there was a piece meat in its mouth.

A good number of candidates did not earn full marks in this question. They lost marks

(=

because they could not fill in the words: “%” . “fii” and “#” in the appropriate

blanks. However, many candidates could not understand the meanings of “%3” and

113 {ﬁﬁ » .



Question 6B

This task is an open Cloze text - a higher order reading task which assesses candidates’
overall knowledge of language (grammar, syntax and vocabulary). Candidates were required
to complete a text with 5 gaps using one suitable word. No list was given. Many candidates
found this task challenging. Items 1, 2 and 5, in particular were found difficult by candidates.

It carries 5 marks. There were only 10 candidates who got (3-5) marks.

The passage set was based on the story of 6A. It’s a continuation of 6A.
The best-done items were:

ltem 1. ERAH BB/ ZI/ BRI ERMHEEHC.

ltem 4. A 2R CZENE B RE TR T,

ltem 5. B R A x5 i AT HEL R

The following items proved to be problematic to some candidates.
ltem 2. BARE 5y — HUBEIRER A, BT ELEBRRE L2 71

Some candidates wrongly answered “HJPL” . “A7 0 “H7 .
ltem 3. 25E B 9L SEA BRSNS, ER A/ E O .

Some candidates wrongly answered “@E3%” . “AERT L “PRIRT .

Question 7 — Functional Writing

Question 7 is the basic writing task, with candidates required to write a short text of 50-60
words on a functional task. They are essentially assessed on their ability to write using
accurate G/S/P and complete the task properly to show their accurate use of Modern
Chinese. This question carries 10 marks.

In this session, candidates were asked to write a letter to one of his/her friends telling
him/her an interesting place where you visited. This purpose and situation proved to be
very straightforward for the majority of candidates. A successful answer had to include the
following information:

. TRERIL T ?

. A2 IBA TR =

. PRAETS A T a2

. TR A AR B A 2 B XRS5 2

8



RE :
Performance on this question was, on the whole, below expectations. Some candidates
indeed produced good pieces of writing in a satisfactory way. There were only 18 candidates

who got (5-10) marks. 23 of candidates did not attempt this question and did not score any

mark. This showed that candidates had not mastered the skills for writing functional task.

For bullet point 1, it was necessary to mention the place where you did visit. Many
candidates took the 1% reading comprehension of Question 3 as answer. They wrote about
Seven Coloured Earth at Chamarel. Some wrote about Blue Bay, the Capital Port Louis, the

Z00, a mountain or a new restaurant.

For bullet point 2, candidates were required to write about why the place was interesting.
The most successful candidates were able to describe the places by used good vocabulary.
Such as “HEN”.  “HEFEN” for Chamarel; people can “¥Fi” . “HII” .

“¥if1” at Blue Bay; There were “HUAEH” birds in the zoo.

For bullet 3, candidates had to write about the activities they participated there. Some

candidates wrote “JAMREES” o YREEMMIEN” . N7 . “HEPIRE” .

For bullet 4, candidates were required to write about why their friends liked the place. The
most successful candidates gave the best reasons such as “XRAL3E” « “sh¥ld LA %
PSRRI R Z Y7 RS BARSERE(E B AT O .

The following sample of functional writing is an illustration of the strengths and weaknesses

encountered in this year’s paper.



Example 1:

Functional writing 1 (9—10 marks)

SEE T

WAHRE T . BT RAEEE, BEAFRZTEZH N REE T
Ty T B, EABAENNS ., BB EXAAMTT, B AT BAE NS )
e,

HI

I A # 5

This functional writing is a good piece of work. All required points developed in detail. G/S/P
and syntax very accurate. The vocabulary is accurate and appropriate. The sentence
structures are varied, this demonstrates the candidate’s skill to use different types of

sentences for particular effects.

Example 2:

Functional writing 2 (6—8 marks)

/

SRR TS

e MERTE TR MAMITRAEL, FOERE T — R, WARLEyHR
o WRAFIRENORA T, RO ENE FRAR X o

RETAC: ST

The functional writing is relevant to the topic. All points developed. G/S/P and syntax
essentially accurate. The vocabulary is accurate. The sentences show some variety in

structure and length. However, on linguistic aspects, one can find a few mistakes.

Example 3:

Functional writing 3 (3—5 marks)

~7 55 e e
REWITH VD

fER, ST MRAEB X7 WAESU-CtL. BAHITIRAMEI, R
RS T o REABAEWEIZH, M. AW =ML Bt

PRETAA AL : XXX

10




This functional writing showed some aware. Required points addressed but lack pf detail.
G/S/P and syntax accurate enough but errors are noticeable. The vocabulary is simple, some

coherence in the flow of ideas.

Question 8 — Extended Reading Comprehension

The extended reading comprehension task assesses comprehension skills in a more varied
way and at different levels than the basic reading. Candidates were assessed, inter alia, on
their ability to locate explicit information, make inferences, synthesise information, explain
the meaning of words as used in the given context, follow the chronology of events, identify

main ideas and offer personal response.

Candidates’ ability in reading comprehension was assessed through their understanding of
the extended passage. The narrative passage set was about a twelve years old boy named

Zhanghua, who helped villagers to drive away elephants.

Candidates are reminded of the following:

J Lifting is acceptable if the question does not ask candidates to answer in their own
words, but must not contain excess information.

. Excess information in an otherwise correct answer is not given credit.

J Grammatical and spelling mistakes are not penalised if evidence of understanding is

clearly shown.

There were only 11 of the candidates demonstrated excellent understanding of the passage
and scored maximum marks. As usual, weaker ones had difficulties in reading with
understanding. Thus, they lost marks. A good number of candidates made mistake in
question (=) FTFEIEANBGH LK K? as they could not understand of the
meaning of this question, and they got the same difficulty in question (+=) .

The following items are worthy of comment:

Item 3 F1-7 B N AFE ] L7

Expected answer: —HE R RIEFEAEAMATIA 7 B % AEAATR F B %,

11



However, many candidates did not understand the meaning of the question, they wrongly

gave “MfIFHEHEAM. /N TEMNEEERRIEE. /FTEOAERILLH. /

T RN TR MR EIR G [ ANI#ER A, 7 as answer.

ltem 12 LA R, NHAR TR NKRERIE R ?

Expected answer: BUNTKAZANTIRI ORI F o /BRONTKEZABNTI R F . /KR
AN KN

Again, many candidates misunderstood the question and they wrongly gave “[RNik/Ek
HUIFERS, TLRREI T /ROTKERE MR BT K. 7 as answer.

Iltem 13: Candidates were required to explain the meaning of the given words.

#f (line 5), the expected answer was: {RZ KZfE—2d. Many candidates wrongly gave
AR IRBHAE R B A/ KRR EI K NAE—HE” an answer.

EJH (line 15), the expected answer was: fR1H. Many candidates did not know how to

answer and left it blank.

Question 9 Translation

Question 9 was split into two parts: 9A and 9B.

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate common English words into the target
language. Candidates were required to translate five words from Chinese into English. The
majority of candidates did not do well in this exercise. The common errors found in scripts

were:

Awatch: F A1/ E/F delicious: ELUfFZ/563% Alibrary: G145/

Todance: Bk (Many candidates did not know how to write %)

Question 9 B: (5 marks)

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English into
the target language. Candidates were required to translate a passage from English into
Chinese and a good number of candidates was not able to do this question well. The

common errors found in scripts were:

12



Went fishing... he found... place...

Close... started... after a while... caught...

Question 10 Essay writing

This question assesses candidates’ ability to produce an extended piece of writing of about
150-175 words. They will be required to write one composition out of a choice of a narrative
or descriptive topics. It assesses higher order writing skills, especially, candidates’ ability to
develop a given storyline creatively and coherently, use accurate grammar to express
themselves, their ability to use varied sentence structures and the richness and

appropriateness of the vocabulary used. This question carries 15 marks.

The narrative topic was:

() WGERH—DREARTES . (gL, & AR5
And the descriptive topic was:

(=) B GREFEZR EToA)7

“HA]. WEMEE, B AERA . 7

Performance on this question was, on the whole, far below expectations. But there were
still some candidates producing good pieces of writing in a satisfactory way. There were only
14 candidates who got 8-15 marks. A good number of below average candidates did not
attempt this question and did not score any mark, the majority of their compositions were
full of grammatical errors. Inappropriate use of case-endings, wrong words, inappropriate
verb-tense usage and sentence writing were noted. This showed that candidates had not
mastered the skills for writing an essay.

The following sample of compositions is an illustration of the strengths and weaknesses

encountered in this year’s paper.

13



Examples:

Composition 1 (Band 1: 13—15 marks)

SRBAVARZAT T —F—ENiEsi s, RAITPEEPFEZAMRME, e Nk
BSIT . REFKERIE. LRIBAMRS, naphse. K. BhesssE.
HEFES K. 27 REAEE, A REK, ER 3N B3R BERAE 550 NI
I R I, PR B, SR, RO ER TE -4 E T &
L, FTERILETRMA R T, FATER ML, 15784 R FE2R
Py, (ERIATRMATE: UM, HAG ! R KEHE WA KHER T .

This composition is a good piece of work. The candidate made a noticeable attempt to
narrate the sports meeting. The grammar and overall Chinese expression are good. The
vocabulary is wide and precise. The sentence structures are varied, this demonstrates the

candidate’s skill to use different lengths and types of sentences for particular effects.

Composition 2 (Band 2: 10—12 marks)

WE R AR DR JAL . XA AL B AR YT B H AT A . AL
ZImE el LS.

RRBH AR E . RAURYE, REBEOR, sf2A0H0, X& K. #K
Ml 12k HARTIT AL . B EAERRME . IR0 BE B

JACE AR, ARG B A m SR BN H AR 8RB R AR R o BRATTHRAR B
Zf)

FATHAR WX A AR !

This composition is relevant to the theme set in the examination paper. Sentences show
some variation in length and style, including the confident use of complex sentences.

However, a few errors were noticeable.
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Composition 3 (Band 3: 7—9 marks)

AT EARE A, (HRE—AIRERCA . ATRIRA A AT R XAMEZ AT —
AR Ui o

B, AT EEEEAIET .. FAIAREN T 2B A V. Al
—HE? MATRER, AATRIIRES R K. WAMRE, A AR S,

IAT AR, AR AR AN Y TE . AT AR AR T

The composition is relevant but elementary content. The sentences show some variety in

structure and length. However, on linguistic aspects, one can find a few spelling mistakes.

Composition 4 (Band 4: 4—6 marks)

FERAANH, WELRSINT —NEs. XS, RITEAR. BE, &I
TR, XMy R ERAMREBRN, KRN B AKAIHE LK. B
£, NEAE T, BRI EOVENIE 7. BATEr, BT, JATEB AR
LREIE

From this composition, we could see that there some relevant content, the narratives are
very simple, and the descriptions lack detail. The sentences structures are generally simple.

And a few grammatical and spelling mistakes were identified.

Composition 5 (Band 5: 1—3 marks)

AT ZHEE, BNERGRAERY . R SCAESINES T RRE . JAe T ERE
AR, RE. AR FIRZ N FATERM%EIS

This composition is incomplete, and it contains many grammatical mistakes. The sentence

structures are very simple and lacks fluency.
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