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Introduction

The National Certificate of Education (NCE) Assessment was introduced in 2020 in the context of
the implementation of the Nine-Year Continuous Basic Education (NYCBE) reform. 2021 is the first
year in which the NCE was administered.

The assessment of Marathi focuses on different linguistic competencies:

Reading comprehension (25%)
Writing (25%)

Grammar and use of language (40%)
Translation (10%)

These assessment objectives are as follows:

e Read a range of text with understanding

e Express thoughts and ideas in writing

e Make accurate use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.
e Use a range of appropriate vocabulary

e Use the language appropriately

e Carry out translation

Key Messages

¢ Not many candidates have achieved the required levels when it comes to basic vocabulary,
basic grammar, basic reading and basic writing.
e Candidates are advised to read widely to build up their vocabulary in Marathi.

e In grammar, candidates are still having difficulty with the following:

o Subject-verb agreement (* g7e7 7St gt
o The past tense of irregular verbs (sv/faer, faet)

o Transforming declarative sentences into interrogatives and negatives properly.
o Using sentences in the active/passive voice
o Using conjunctions in sentences.
¢ In Reading Comprehension,
o Many candidates were unable to answer questions requiring literal understanding.
o Questions assessing higher-order reading skills like making inferences, offering personal

responses and guessing the meaning of words in context.
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e In Writing,

o Candidates should pay closer attention to their use of grammar, spelling and
punctuations.

o Weaker candidates have serious difficulties with sentence separation and sentence
construction.

o Narrative essays require candidates to develop a storyline and use varied sentence
structures and a wide-ranging vocabulary to sustain the reader’s interest.

o Descriptive essays require candidates to show a very wide range of vocabulary to create

an atmosphere. Far too often narrative essays were produced instead of descriptive ones.

General Comments

This year passed rate for Marathi was 79.3%. Very few candidates achieved Grade 1 and Grade 2 but
most of them achieved at least Grade 5. This shows that, a great majority of students have acquired
the essential skills in reading and writing. However, there still exists a minority of candidates who
find it difficult to attain even the minimum grade. A significant number of candidates performed well
on the basic and intermediary tasks across the competencies assessed. However, performance in the
higher order skills of extended reading and writing shows that improvement is essential. Concerning
vocabulary, tasks assessing the knowledge and application of basic vocabulary words were well-
performed by most candidates. However, candidates struggled with tasks requiring varied and precise

vocabulary.

In reading comprehension, very few candidates performed well when it came to retrieving explicit
information from a given text and when it came to showing literal understanding. Nevertheless, a few
candidates found it challenging to deal with higher order reading skills showing overall understanding
of a text, predicting the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary items and following the chronology of
events. In addition, it has been noted that only a handful of candidates were able to write compositions

creatively using appropriate grammar, rich and varied vocabulary and complex sentence structures.



Specific Comments

Question 1

Question 1 assesses a range of grammatical structures through multiple-choice items. The
grammatical items tested were to choose the grammatically correct sentence, the correct use of tenses,
prepositions, pronouns, adjectives, tag questions, singular, plural, joining two words using
conjunctions. Very few candidates were able to score full marks for this question. The best items

done were:

Item 2 I ST dlAdel dhel BId.

Item 4 15[ S J&h aTecl?

Item 5 @TeT ST g,

Item 15 feTorRraT gldaT areiead 3¢ #FeU HTlldlell sheh ATUTeT.

Most of the candidates were unable to do items related to future tense, prepositions,
pronoun and joining of two words correctly. The following items were found to be challenging.
Item 2 and 3 where the candidates had to choose the grammatically correct sentence.

Item 7 Candidates had to put comma in two places but very few of them were able to do it correctly.
Item 9 Many candidates were unable to rewrite the sentence in the simple future tense. Some of them

even overlooked the fact that they have to remove <’ in the subject when rephrasing the sentence.

Question 2
The purpose of this question is to assess candidates’ knowledge of common vocabulary.

Most of the candidates were able to do it correctly.

Question 3A
The purpose of this question is to assess candidates’ ability to read a letter and to answer briefly
questions based on it. But it seems candidates have the habit of writing long answers and due to that

instead of answering the question, their focus was on lifting which resulted on their loss of marks.

Question 3B
The purpose of this question is to assess candidates’ ability to read and understand an advertisement
and to answer questions related to it. Here also extensive answers are not required.

But marks were lost due to the habit of giving long answers.



Question 4

This question assesses candidates’ ability to write the correct form of a word given in bracket for a
small extract. Reading skill of literal understanding was required. But most of the candidates found
it difficult to transform the word correctly and lost marks by writing the words wrongly. Thus, very

few of them were able to score full marks for this question.

The following items were found challenging by some candidates: &9, %a,

Question 5

This question also assesses candidates’ ability to give the correct form of some words. A short text
containing grammatical and spelling mistakes was set. The mistakes were already
identified and candidates were required to correct them. But here also very few of them were able to

score full marks.

Question 6A
This question being a cloze test, candidates had to choose the correct word. Here also reading skill
and understanding was required. But it seems the extract was not understood by many. Thus, very

few of them were able to score full marks.

The word ‘gTS’ was not understood by many.

Question 6B
This question was the second part of the cloze test. In this part words were not provided. Thus,
candidates had great difficulty to complete this piece of the story. Almost all blanks were left empty.

Very few candidates attempted it and succeeded in scoring a few marks.

Question 7

This question assesses candidates’ ability to functional writing. In this question candidates were asked
to write a letter of about 50 to 60 words. Some points were given. Candidates had to use these points
to:

e Write a letter creatively

e Make use of accurate grammar

e Use varied sentence structures

e Express themselves by using rich and appropriate vocabulary

e Demonstrate organized and coherent structure in their writing.



Performance on this question was on the whole, below expectations. Being able to write a
letter correctly in Marathi remains a vital skill which needs to be given close attention.
It has been observed that many candidates could have performed better had they been more
ambitious in their writing. Some of them even omitted some points. A few of them did not even tackle
this question. There were repeated spelling and grammatical mistakes which resulted to loss of marks.

Some wrongly constructed sentences are as follows:

o Y SATART ST,

e § 3G HS 3Tl Tgd.

o AU A AGTH g Wral.

o #Y gUNIST ST 30T # JFETAT U Rl AT .
o 3MFEI SIGUT Wrell 30T 9rof fUer.

However, some candidates were able to score a few marks for this question.

Question 8

The purpose of the Extended Reading Comprehension task is to assess comprehension skills in
diverse ways. This was a prototype text. A range of reading comprehension skills were assessed
through items testing literal understanding, ability to follow chronology, overall meaning of a passage
among others.

However, very few candidates were able to score full marks for this question. Difficulties were noted
as many items were left unanswered including item 13 where candidates had to give meaning of

selected words. Most of them did not tackle this item.

Question 9A

This question assesses candidates’ ability to translate a few words in Marathi. However, it was noted
that very few candidates were able to do the translation. Though the words were common ones used
normally in basic writing task, most of them found this question challenging. Thus, top marks were

rare.



Question 9B

This question also assesses candidates’ ability to translate a short text in Marathi. Here also difficulty
was noted. Though in the mark scheme tolerance was given to spelling mistakes, inaccuracy and
omission of words were noted. Full marks were rare for this question. However, a few candidates
were able to score maximum marks for this question. The following sentences were wrongly

translated:

e He caught a big fish — Tl Teh HIST AH Yhsol
e He went home happily — T 3TTeiglel ETST el

e He found a nice place — Teh 31Ol TIS TALTaT

e He started fishing — @l AT Yh3UITel g SAtell

e Kevin went fishing — SISsT HATSTl Tehidell IrAr
e He found a nice place — @ THIHS Th A ............. (missing) feaer

e He caught a big fish — d T& HaT Hr AAr

Question 10
Question 10 assessed candidates’ ability for extended writing. Candidates had to write a composition
of about 150 words. This question normally assesses higher order writing skills, in
Particular candidates’ ability to:
e develop a given storyline creatively
e make use of accurate grammar
e use varied sentence structures
e express themselves using rich and appropriate vocabulary

e demonstrate organized and coherent structure in their writing.

This year’s session, candidates were given to describe an important event at school or to write a story
with the following line: “They looked at each other but they did not talk.”
Performance on this question was, on the whole, below expectations. Being able to write in accurate
Marathi remains a vital skill for candidates. It has been observed that many candidates could have

performed better had they been more ambitious in their writing or had they been given more practice.



Other pertinent issues noted were:
e Lengthy introductions which do not often address the question
e Linguistic issues that candidates struggled with:
o Coherence of tenses
o Subject
o Verb agreement
o Correct use of direct
o Indirect speech
o Spelling and punctuation
o Lack of arich repertoire of vocabulary words

o Appropriate syntax due to mother-tongue/French interference

The following sample of compositions is an illustration of the strengths and weaknesses
encountered in this year’s paper. Each composition is provided with comments to highlight the

strengths and weaknesses of the writing.

Composition 1

#Y AT 3HAch heh HTeAdl. AT TET e 3T, AMadel 3Heleh HeAm Mol Horalr 3. &

feaq &oT U G areldr eMedd A Al 3l o diehd AT, gERT fead #r el

3eleh HIM efiy dishe 0. dd WA R o qURT ¥, & f&aq GU ATST U5 Usell. TUD
My, HY MDA & araldl T W 3.

This composition is very short and barely relevant. There is a lack of focus on the topic. As for the
language, it is very clumsy and uncertain throughout, making it difficult for readers to understand
what the candidate wished to express. Sentence separation is particularly flawed, with hardly any
punctuation at all. In addition, the essay is replete with numerous grammatical and correct spelling

mistakes which means that it can only score very low marks.

Composition 2

AT YehdRT HFAT M3 FINAT T gld. A Fdolel YU el gl

TS Al FA et groded gid. T ToH T Usgafd el g wArael. 3 Heol
I g, AGE IR U Seheldl Bl

car feael 3 | A e,



This composition first of all, is shorter than composition 1. In grammar, the incoherence of tenses is

glaring in this piece of work. In addition, this essay also is full of grammatical and correct spelling

mistakes which means that it can only score very low marks.

Composition 3

ST 30T Ferel, & ald, Gud ol AT gld. d A SIS g gld. ST FHRrelell U
9H FHLdl.

W T INSASTIYYT o UhAREAT el ARId. o Uil e YOT AN, T

faearediar Afga ga fo6 T arge gidl. Tl T oar AT el giar. ERIEE] g 3frasd

ASEdT FROT [T 3o AT [AFRIR S A Aed Il AT FHRrelell faaelr. car
feaRmargeT aTOgr UhARIT Slefd ATEId. Haell 37T gIcT I T HTOT FAA Jogl Uehd
ATd. W FIUNET FIET FIA Aehel. cled ST HATel MO d Th Ascel Sefel ATQId.

f%mg:@mm.aﬁwmmmmm.@mmw

GE]

This composition though incomplete is far better than composition 1 and 2. Although there are
spelling mistakes it is a relevant and accurate piece of writing. If completed candidate would have
scored very good marks. Yet taking into consideration the length and the quality of work, candidate

was able to score some marks for this composition.

Composition 4

Tl AISAT A3 qafler FARS feaq g, HFuerdehel HIs Jooll, ars 30T Helel

MSHT AR Teha hell. HRIHHA FE VAT db lell FgU Haolel 3Teic 0T Saqy
gld.

AR SgT aloldl S&fier AR & STell. Yigedld SRT aud Hellel Toh Hel fareramrel.
ThT §TS, FQI HATT MO HS AT, 3TN Teh Fele fogal @nfirer 30T carded
I Hel AT Bl




CATAR, Tehl TEVTed UehT FHETd FHeATell Feifier 0T SATH AT FHellell Fifaldelr, “ BR STl

qTATERYT GU AT BT, T FIET FSAT FETT Hel ATl el gd. ATicaR HIST 37foT
BIE Holll TSI e ol 0T HIMS Hel FEOUTA, “3 & Hol H1F FAq?”

AT JATgell, off Helall AT ATl AT, IS chcdlel, T 3MOR%e ST, Mgl
QIfITcTelr 1 fALTOT @9 Hged 1S 30T fob Shaerid fRAeTorarge 3m<r guw 39 qigviR.
AR, safier FARS Y. xS Hellell STH 0T s verd . ot Hor a@=) fohvar

IR IGRCEIKICIE

This composition is far better than the first three. Though there are spelling and grammatical mistakes,
it is a strong, accurate piece of writing. But it lacks complexity and sophistication. Candidate has kept
to the length asked. Thus, this composition scores quite highly. It is obvious that the candidate has
struggled to put details arousing interest. Variety of sentences can be seen. The vocabulary used is
partly correct. This is clearly a candidate who with some more effort can develop descriptive essay
well with proper sequencing of sentences. With fewer mistakes, this composition could have scored

very highly

Composition 5

FHTT ATS TSTel T Fldd. Tell Sof JT SAUATH XA § Vel AS s T Y TU 300G
STET. HTUT e oAl Jany sl § 1S Siqonarsr faamoft qar de.

1S EgT dloldl, 3907 HHGHST Uigreal. AU dighedray dlsel carel JTasy eMasehdr Aol
Qe Ro@el. el TR FIfgel qUT HIEE Selel AR, § Uigel Hell FHicsoll arcel
HROT STe Fell MR,

A argerm FeTe, . IS F Aerd AQr?” d @erd, “Frer aardt faa Argr
TOerdicleT Ay 48 A dhell 7O A AT dlelell AL & Vel Holl G I 3T,
A (A dovard el @ 39 O™ RO aurell. a0 Her difddelr $r 3iwer
faFaoRETST et TR FFell. AR § Vet el Joll &TAT dholl & HATIATATS S0

IMHAT oo, G FaSIT G HT ofcel.



Despite some spelling and grammatical issues in this piece of writing, there is a flow of ideas which
can be noted. This composition may lack sophistication but it is accurate. This also is a candidate

who with a little more effort can aspire more marks.

Composition 6

X it ATEAT A T THRST 3/ AY. & Uh WA FIAshd Q. &7 aVgT ASAT Mt
& HARY IS dhell. HIHA T #3 dloldl T ST, AT AT 7L
AT are grgd gar. I Afeaee STy e 3t 8.

T @l FHA oI Ael. afgedier Helar SfEd RA@rel. dd T HAveA Heeren
T HIVOT fool. Jear e AET AAS Il P e Gell. T T Helledr
<l ATsidedT. Higl fGadiqdl 3elch Helloll hRAHHMHIS TART hell. AT &ATel & oA

TG hel.
AR AT T HRAFHA 9fger. 3egren Hh T 97 ATl A dEor Heee fled
Moy IR, AT AT FHell ThT [T IMUATAR AT,

FRIGH Slel dTTdl TUT. HoT JTAAT 3Meic aIedr. & Ush Adole f¢ad gdr.

Composition 6 is a truly outstanding piece of work at this level. This candidate displays a level of
sophistication that demarcates it from the rest. Firstly, it is worth noting the elaborate development
of the storyline and the way it flows naturally. Where this is really impressive is when it comes to the
rich and varied vocabulary and complexity in sentence types used consistently and in a very natural
way. All in all, it is as much as can be expected from a candidate at this level and this composition

scores very highly.
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CONCLUSION

This report aims at drawing the attention of all stakeholders, especially educators and parents in
connection with the common and frequent errors committed by students. Should Marathi be
reckoned as their ancestral language, then students are expected to have a sound basic knowledge
of the language. Otherwise they will not be able to communicate and express themselves properly.
To achieve this aim, the co-operation of all educators is solicited to take appropriate measures
while teaching the language. In order to enhance the teaching and learning activity, educators are
advised to make judicial wuse of digital technology and materials available.
Candidates should be encouraged to read Marathi books, stories and watch cartoons which are all
available online. Educators are requested to use different teaching strategies which will make the
teaching and learning exercise more interesting instead of restricting themselves to the prescribed
textbooks only. We hope that educators will be motivated further and the future NCE results will be

better, quality wise.
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