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Introduction

The PSAC Tamil Examination paper 2020/2021 consists of 9 questions. The Tamil assessment was
focused on the following areas:

1.  Reading Comprehension (40%)
2. Writing (30%)
3. Grammar and Vocabulary (30%)

Question 1A

This question was based on the testing of candidates’ knowledge on common vocabulary. The task
was related to the labelling of pictures which consists of 5 marks. In general, students have been able
to give the correct answers and in certain cases there have been spelling mistakes. However, it has
been noted that many students had difficulties in writing the words correctly. There were a lot of
spelling mistakes. It is expected that basic vocabulary is mastered by the students. Some errors
committed by students are as follows:

LL6D6TT, LIgne6dT, SlemL, SLILT6V, UL G, HMeLFHMG, LML, HIT6L, LO6MLY, LDEMLD
SRS, LOILD, &L_6V

Question 1B

This question has as objective to assess reading comprehension ability at a basic level. This was done
through a task which requires candidates to match a sentence to the corresponding picture. This task
consists of 5 marks. Most of the students have been able to attempt this task by scoring the maximum
marks. Some students have not completed the question; only four answers were given. Students
should be taught to understand the whole meaning of sentences. Here are some points that could be
taken into considerations to improve performance:

- OFTpE®aTL LITISS T(pS5IS 60

- QETpE®arL UTIisE aITFSSH®

- ULZ®S aIedIhgl HSNaHTar G\FTadamev e1(1psd ©)Fui%eD

- Gerpaeert UL ZCHTH Q)enTssa

- Qurmgswres GeTaamang CsiB0\sBBSILI LIL_SFIFHGL LSSSF T(IpS5IS

- auruQwmHL LulHF) BL_5i%560

- devpwres GFrademaws C&TRSSH IS5 F(HS5F OC\FuiZeD

- QFredeert QUTBSSIWTT GipCar® CUTBEFILI CLF BAIZSNIID TIPS ®MSSILD

Question 2A



Knowledge and recognition of proper grammatical structures were tested through multiple-choice
items. Many students were not able to make the difference in the case markers and some students
have done some mistakes due to lack of proper reading. Grammatical items such as case markers,
verbal participle, adjectival participle, and suffix were tested in the paper. Some errors committed by
students are as follows:

- They have used past tense for HI(H&H & 6UMILD
- They have used the case marker & in front of the word 61&Ifl60
- They were still confused with @TemevTILIEHL LDMHMILD GLILIFemL

Below are some ideas which could be adopted to address the grammatical errors that are being
committed by students:

- GaaliGaprear G L1y aruiGwmHL LllpF) C\Fuiged

- aflzaigwrar Gpao L 19g CSTL fHamar aTFsEEGw LunF)

- ULBIS®GTL UTigSSs OFTLJjSea®ar aurFgse0

- ULES®GTL UTISSS OFTL JH@ET T(1pSIs5e)

- @ GFred GETen(h) LW Glpadsend GSTL fsHamer aupd aTFHSiss GC\Fuig, GIITMHGT 2 ewry
US55 GV,

- @) UTEFIESET Q) (BSSGLW LIL ESmars GsTes® LulpTF) ojehsse0

The following strategies can be taken into consideration to remedy this situation:

- aflergsmisaner 9aflss Ceusnr(pd, ol aflard @ pevpenwuyd oS au@pLd LpewmenwuyLd L6 )
Qwssars mmpsmer aflarssord. Geupmpens o (bLy, QL Lb, QewewsblFme, &mevLd,
aNenerQuidsd, Quuwigent_, alewmli Quwg, o1 af@% YFweiperpLi uPpP fleTrsser
eNgasLiLL Rererest. oreweuiser Caupmiento o pLsafar Clurmears FHlwns aflars@ailedenev
eTeipiLh efleneTQWwaFSHEGHLD CLwiblrFssgsGL Qe ulled 2 arter Coupin oL g Glgerars
Ogafeurs yBlwaieeew 6TaTniLd HBWLILIGS DS

Question 2B

This question was related to vocabulary in context. It consists of 5 marks. Many students have not
been able to attempt this question. They didn’t understand the following words: gl@é;&;rru'_l,

2 ML heHg, CGmpeomenysafilest QLIUIJEH6T. Hence, much emphasis must be laid on

context-based vocabulary. Pictures can be shown to students to facilitate recognition of same in terms
of vocabulary. They should be encouraged to use the vocabulary in different contexts.

Question 3

This question was on reading comprehension at an intermediate level and the students had to locate
information from the comprehension passage which was based on a poster. This question consists of
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10 marks. We are happy to note that many students scored the maximum marks in this question. But
still the students should be taught to identify basic information in a text. The students should also be
encouraged to attempt all the questions. Reading books should be provided to the students so that
they can develop their basic reading skills. The meaning of the following words must be understood
by the students so that they answer the questions properly:

Grg;g,?, Grgig;smm?, Grg,/?, eTasTaer? Wiy’ QP w aflerTCUWISST STLILIL HOTOTET. ETTED
wrewrougsar 61w Gs%? arr@zngs? Gra'm]mal?, wrfLw?, wresg?, wrg wri? wpsdw  u®Caimy
allerrLiGUwisefer GuTpevar HMBST Berentd LwSHGW. Goeyd LoressTauiser 61(ps Gouesiig w
R(B ZdLIL: Qaleuens ailerT $oLiLL (HeTersred @)% Curain allarTasearLs LD LoTenTel 5% @b @

Norgsd 7 Gouesst(hLd.

Questions 4A and 4B

Candidates’ ability in reading comprehension was assessed through their understanding of an
extended passage. A range of reading skills were assessed in this question - locating explicit
information, guessing the meaning of unfamiliar words from the context, recognizing relationships
between persons, actions and events, following the sequence of events, inference, identifying central
themes and ideas and providing a personal response to the text. This will be done through multiple
choice 4A which was on 5 marks and open ended questions, 4B which were on 10 marks. Many
students have tried to do Question 4 A but have not attempted Question 4B. This type of exercise
should be done on a frequent basis so that the students are familiar and at ease with this type of
narrative text. Basic questions leading to complex ones should be given to them. The students should
be guided on how to answer questions. The sequential trend in any passage should be explained to
the students so that they can use this technique while reading and answering questions. It has been
noted that for question 4B item 4, where two answers were expected, only one answer was given by
the students. There have been an attempt on the part of the students to write the answers in their own
words. However, there are errors in the sentences. For example:

9 BATGT FSHGBLD OV FWIw Mo eTG)esTGIDT) BN miser CHL L (LpLg wrg)

TOGTGID M6D euiseT Fear LImL 19 uiesT F51%) 60 F)(1HLYGETTHSET.

FRIFOlenws Hess1(h) LNGLILISTHSTSH 9 (HeTeT FHHLD OVFUIWLITLOD B (HL_[T%E@5%SGLI LNGTeTTe
Glaesm M6IT.

STUDSTIIS6T F(HL_jFef_ b allerrsar GCsL S mrisar.

STUDSTIIHGT BBLIsaT @f " BHsGHL Cumul oNFTissmisar.

Question 5A

This question was based on re-arranging jumbled word to form proper syntax. It consists of 4 marks.
Most of the students have tried to give the correct sentences but still the order of words were not
good. Many types of sentence structure should be taught to the students. Emphasis should be laid on
order of words while explaining comprehension passage or while writing sentence structures. This
would also help them to write sentences and essays correctly. Errors in sentence writing that were
committed are as follows:



- BreT Smpgl et Kreowg uullbFsemaer eTipsHCmer.

Question 5B

This question assesses writing at sentence level. Knowledge of syntax was assessed through a
sentence completion task. It consists of 6 marks. Many students attempted to complete the sentences
but it was observed that there have been a lot of grammatical and spelling mistakes in the sentences.
It has also been noted that students don’t know how to use link words. Though link words had been
given in the sentences they added other link words again and the meaning of the sentences that were
written was not good. It is important to consolidate grammatical knowledge. The order of words in a
sentence should be taught to the students. Some examples of good sentences are as follows:

- YYLoLoT Fenind GGG LID@ Ijeus 2 ewrey FrLlGRDY.

- Caewmisg en ulls DL 5551, Jsae, Syaar BDEs prar alllpr @)bSF DI
Some good answers are as follows:

QYOO FeW D5 GLOCLITS BTG FTIDTGIH®OTS F(1payFH Cmerr.

9LOLDIT Feo L& GLOCLING F1b ewFHemw Geul HRDTT.

LOLDIT Feo 105G LD CLingy yLiur CeuemeulladBBg S (B aupsTd.

Casewenis@ @ L% Henl_S551; STT60, T 1DFab @)GTLIDTS @)(5SHF D TET.
Couovamis@d @@ UflE: HeowL_s551;, YsaTie, aaielw CuBCnri GUBeaLCWT® 3jeueneTLi
UTgTL I GTT IS @T.

of " (D& sFemau eplgw LD G, BIT OITaYFHGHSF Frad 6Cl&TH %R Cmer.

QL% sgemal eplgw LD, BIaT Fruiey @)@pasasulled 2 1" sT@pRGner.

of " (Bs ssemeu eplgws LIm &, Brer eresr BrCwr® aflenarwr®H % Gmerr.

Question 6

Reading with understanding is assessed through a Cloze Text and candidates have to fill in the blanks
with the given words. In some cases, the students faced difficulty in choosing the appropriate words
as their understanding of the text was poor. The average students have made an attempt to do the
question correctly whereas some have used the same words in different places and some of them
haven’t filled in the blank spaces.

Question 7A

This question was based on assessing candidates’ knowledge of grammar and spelling in context.
Sentences containing grammatical and spelling mistakes were given and candidates had to correct
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these mistakes. 5 marks were given for this task. The high achievers have completed this task with
full marks. We have observed that many students are not confident enough to deal with this type of
task. Some mistakes which have been noted are as follows:

wpg1ewsuiled, Guesttd, Guflw, CurRCpmid

Question 7B:

This question assesses knowledge and application of word transformation rules in the language.
Sentences were set and candidates had to complete the gaps by carrying out the correct transformation
of the given words. This task was on 5 marks. Every year this type of exercise appear in the
examination paper but still, given their performance, it is felt that students are not acquainted with
this type of exercise. Students do not know how to use grammar appropriately. It is to be noted that
grammar is the main element in any language. Answers for Items 2 and 5 were not well written;
different variations were given and they were not correct. The adjectival participle and the adverbial
participle should be well explained to the students regularly either through inductive method or
deductive method. The same can be consolidated through the use of teaching aids.

Question 8:

This question was set to assess candidates’ ability to use simple cohesive devices or conjunctions to
write sentences. The task was based on pictures and given words. The different sentences must be
linked together with the given words to make up a coherent short story and it consists of 10 marks.
Students have written good sentences in certain cases showing their good mastery of the language but
others have written the sentences wrongly with spelling and grammatical mistakes. Students must be
taught to write grammatically correct sentences using appropriate vocabulary. Some sentences that
were wrongly written as follows:

- Uy utuged ECi afl @

- umly unreugGsr® &G aflp&mrd.

- QAps Cprs@ed urly opsar 2 sall ClFuiSpg.

- 2ps Cpus@ed @@ LW oy 2 56i CFUISDIsT.

- @QmiSuled LT g YLpHET BT FomiFH DL

Some good sentences are as follows:

o 9535 CrrgHed @ pvweuar LML 19&@ 2 Fai CFuIF e

o QmFulled LT 1) BOWISIHSG BTY FomIF DL

® o praT LUTL 1Y L &@GL Cumul psHwiomes ClLTEEL Semar 6ursi@HE .
* 595 Gprsgis@L UG Aar soLlleBrs s of_0$G3 SpLHLFDID.
o  wunmaud umr’ly spsefer Ge FnissH GG aflp&H .

® b BraT LML LY el _&@GL Cumul FTLLTL HSFHAT aUTBIGHS DT,

o oGum umauh! ey @ s0CGwr® Grs G ailwpps .



Question 9:

The ability to write a coherent piece of continuous prose was assessed in this question. This was done
through a guided composition (canvas). It carries10 marks. The high achievers and average students
have worked well. Some of them have not written as per the instruction given and had written a long
essay with irrelevant description at the beginning of the composition. This practice should not be
entertained. Many students have not written this exercise. Pupils must be encouraged at class level
to do this type of task.

General observations

This paper was a scoring one as it caters for mixed abilities. It is felt that students must be exposed
to the types of exercises that appear in the paper so that they may attempt the paper with more
confidence. Students did not know how to write basic words that were taught to them in lower Grades
especially in Question 1A. They have not been able to use the vocabulary and relevant grammatical
items in the construction of sentences. Some students’ writings were illegible and some of them were
not able to recognize the difference in the alphabets. It has been noted that students struggling to learn
the language make little effort to work out the paper. In certain cases only the multiple - choice
question were answered and the open - ended questions were not attempted. It has also been observed
that some students make effort to write in the paper but still they lack the required competence to
score good grades. With the effects of Covid -19 Pandemic much consideration should be given to
all the students so that they learn the language properly. Revision works and Learning packs should
be prepared so that the students feel at ease with the language and they make an effort to learn it.

Samples of Essay PSAC 2020/ 2021

sﬁ@mgl

@& ysear Gpenio. @& @p Latal alBpemp prar. Gleuuied pRTDIUIS STUIS DS
Brais  QuGpred sLpasegsgL Cur@Gpmd. Bresr wWaseyd WHRPHFFwTL
@ BEFCpar. HL_psenguiled prsisaer Wer FTLIGSCprw. FPlg Crrssis@L LD
BIeiLd  Fpieuise@ps sLewbfled  alewarwm®HCpmd. @ Fnieuat 2 Fai%Gs
FSSHB OIS, BIAT &HLBL allewearwuTHFCper. sl Fuiled prmsar il (Hh%EGs
FwLOySCoad. BrBISaT LOSa D HIHERW T @)5s5%H CmaLb.

s Qe 2

@& Fefla@penin. Lerafl aflBpemp Brer. Oeuuiled STUISDEH. SYPFEILD F6oT
GOLLSFILD SHLHE®Is5E CUISDIISEr SL_pseaguilled yeuiser FaLiL)®H% D Tisaer.
n& dAps@id a1 SO @@ et afh SL.GEDTiser. e CrrsgsGL LD
BAEISeT SL0bAe0 allenewr®hSHCnrd. aflewarur®wCLrg @ Fmicuet 2 Faisss
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FSSHIB DA, YFTTeO HLLIT HLcdlew Cumul Fmieuenis@ CuiFmmi. L9na@ Fmieuet
@) Cermry @)L 1d Curul FrsSwrd. prsiFer alewarwT®)HCnrLb.

&L Hevr 3

@&m Faflla@pen. Oeuulled BRIDISSE FTUISDG. UeTell QB (LPEOD BTGT. BTG
sLpFdI%GL CurFGperr. sL_paeguiled Amiauiser sL_cvBbfed aflewarwm(h& mrisar.
v Cprss15GL L9DG BT @ mbLpLd FTLILIBRFCmesr. HieClgainl @b Fmices
2 5NE&H% FSHFDIc. Ybs CHISH® BIeT Iaiaisd 25 CFIHCmer. oeussr
BIEI% @ BTN FoDIBDIGH. eUG LOFa LD D& HEF W TS

5L@my4

@& FallE&penin. Geuulled sTUISDS. LaTafl B (LD BAGT. BAGT HL_DHenTuied
CunsGpar. sLpseguiled L WS FHeT QBIEDIIEHT. L LEHF6T FHL 606D
BBESIFDTIHET. LDTETUTHT STOLIBS AewarThHDIIHT, @RIh FMIUST 2 FoY%SHs
$3&15B 6. L@ BT LS BHHIFHOCner. Brer Fnjeust o gall CFuiIFCmer. b
Fpw Fpid) YpFIG@H LT UTAFDIE. YOO LO(HBEEHMILL®WSE CLTHDIeT.
wreneulled YOO  Lo(hBSGIUNTeWEHGL  CuIFpasr. sl Suled BIeT BL HF
ofL 93533 FBLOLIF Coerr.

&L G D

@am Fefla@penw. Qg wetall alBpedp BraT. Geuuiled BSEDTUIE FTUFDS).
et Queedw stHm of&5&ng. prer yasGu  sLpsoISGL CurfGner.
9miIGs BT @ wISPer S 2 PPIFCpar. FLpsIUlled WEFET LT
Q@BERwriser Fmieuiser sLcvpfled aflewerwTHEDIiS6r. HieOyearn @@ Fmieuest
2 5053 H3HF DI 2 FCesT BIGT YUIFS 250 CFUISDG. HeL_ Fulled Fm)euest
6TV S & GO Fo )| G)D TGUT.

5L@mg6

@am  FellEHpenin. utars®Hed  FHewwrer Oeuled STUIEDG. HLILITOLD
BIEIS@HLD SL_paenguiled CurHGCmad. LSS Lewfla@ BIBIFT FLDHaIulled Licv

LDESHET @) (hSHDTIFH6T. BAEIGeT LIpEISaT FTLLEGSCoaw. LIn@ Fnieuiser &L_eObHe0

7



aflewerumTHH B iFHeT. Hig0Tearn 9euiser @l I 2 ails s $3HHDTIS6T. LD

Loewsl% & 9 uiHeT FINIeIT LewTedled () (S FDIGT. IT LOFHFF el _F)maeT.
sl eog 1

Q@erm Fesfla&ipeon. Latall QG)LPeOD BAGT. QUANISDHD @AWT LIGTLINTSS DS
BIILD 6TT GHLOLIPLD SL_pEeogulled Q) BpaHCnID. ey Lwewfls@ Fmiauiser
sLbfled allewearwTHEpIiser. FieOlgasiny e1er oewressiesr LWL () (HEF)D TG
CrIssH$HTO YLILIT YeHTeNIHG 2-F5ai%GHs SSHIFDIG. L9D@G BT 9 eenesT
sestenty  OsTR&HCmesr. ey Brad 16T G@LOLIHLD 2 e1ay 2 cwrH CmaLb.
L Fulled prmIser af HsGs P HLOLIF CoILD.

s Hevg 8

Q@ erm FesE&Fpeniw. CarenL s saew B(LpewD @Q)(BSHDSI. TS FHIWGT LIBS
Cued sTUISDSI. LOESET LIVT SL_DH®I%EGF O\FOFBDTIHET. BI6T 66T [B6wTLITSSeTT(h
Bled Blm &L_68e0 BESI% Cnesr. Amieuiser sL_c0BHe0 allenarwT(h) % mri%ser. Hev LoewTedleD
wewred iR SLOFmaiser. prsiser ereCGewrmpd CFipgl OFed & LHFR WU
Q@ERCoId. Piebluadin @ Fmeuar 2 salE@s $355Fwr6E. Grimisfssmed
BT ouamat 2. gafl CFIPCper. eusiemLw STl  STwWLD LIBFDS.
sMWEHOBES @QrssLd Os1551DDS!. Seua @bl @bl eT6TmI (LB TGT. BI6T
el W GHLOLSSTCITR euencsis Glarest(h) Lo(hsHaLoemars @ Ll GLingGmaerr.
9wIGs o(hFaIaT yeuemend CFrgenat OFwiGmmy. o 1 Ger o(hFaIauT euCearT® @b
Fplwu  eard Gur@Swri. L9D& eud BrSISaflear OLwi erupHPDTG. BHrcwT
LO(BBSISEOET QUTBIS LGSESE OBHHE SwL&GL CursGper. n@ Fmieueienr_w
QupGori euemer 6% I GFGL CUIRDITSET. YUTSET 6TcSE BGID

FDIBDTIFHAT. 6Te8TS G OSayLD LEHHFF) L& Gmeur.

s e 9



Qe Fetla&penio. @b @B LD HI6T. UTTSF0 FFWST Lipg CLTed STUIS DS
BIGILD 6T [BETLIFH@FL &L 1960 q@uiaTs @QBSFHCDIL. YSRTT®  BHABISHET
LD ISGL Curs S L &1 QpsHCnad. LGS LwesflsE BIEIST SL_HEHIeni
oL &HCord. LIn@ prer euerigedw OUTmaTEmar e1(HSHCD6T. 6T6Tey 6L I
BERTLITHGT %@ LTSS &L o L snp&Spriser. APlg Crissis@L LK9DG pImSar
sLabfled Cum alewerwT®HCoaLd. Fie O)lgetn) b FmIcuaT 2 Fails s $55I%)D T
6Ta0T% @ BhSG CsHud. HFTTR BIT aiegi%@ 2 Faf ClFwIFHCner. LiLymLd Bresr
FmIaueys5@ LoewTedled meuEFCmer. o 1 GeT eUes 6Tedh@ BTN FnmIFDTGT. 6T6T
BETILITHOT FNIUISGHF Fev LvsTImIGaT OC&THSHDIIS6T. eueT WHPFF WL
QBEFDIT. BF BTN BIe)/D FDIUEILD BTLITH@HLD (3)(H%HF G L.

SL BT 10

Qe @@ PEISL_Gpevio. Yaried @ @@ Ul allG)pwm Brer. GIWeT pEIDTs
STWUEDSI. BIILD eTaT GHLOLILD L pHEdIHGL Cur&Gomrd. fplg Crrsss@L
On@ prESer $L_pasemimw L FOCnrd. Brmser wisHear & o L smm%HCnLb.
Pov preuiser sLBilew aleerwurTGEpTiser. Hebgam @ Fneusr HCp
A& pret. BT Yeugis@ oo CFiGprer. S Fuiled HpieuesT pevLomul
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