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1. Background

At the end of the Nine-Year Continuous Basic Education (NYCBE) cycle, all students from the
Regular and Extended programmes take the National Certificate of Education (NCE)
Assessment. This assessment is in line with the philosophy defined in the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) Grades 7, 8 and 9 (MIE, 2016)" and the learning outcomes detailed in the
Teaching and Learning Syllabus (MIE, 2017)2.

The assessment will be carried out in the following subjects:

e English

¢ Mathematics
e French

e Science

¢ Information and Communication Technology

e Technology Studies

e Business and Entrepreneurship Education (BEE)

e Social and Modern Studies (SMS)

e Art and Design

¢ An optional core subject (Asian Languages, Arabic and Kreol Morisien, if chosen by the
candidate)

A 7-point grading structure will be used in each subject, as illustrated below:

Numerical Grade Marks

85 and above

75 and above but below 85
65 and above but below 75
55 and above but below 65
45 and above but below 55
35 and above but below 45
Less than 35

N[OOI WINI=~

1 Mauritius Institute of Education, 2016, National Curriculum Framework Nine-Year Continuous Basic Education
Grades 7,8 & 9, Republic of Mauritius
2 Mauritius Institute of Education, 2017, National Curriculum Framework Nine-Year Continuous Basic Education
Grades 7,8 & 9, Republic of Mauritius
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Purpose of the NCE Assessment

The main purpose of the NCE Assessment is to measure and certify learning that has taken
place at the end of the NYCBE cycle. The information gathered from the assessment will be
used for:

Certification

Meeting the minimum requirements on the NCE assessment (see the Award Rules in
the Annual Programme) will lead to the candidate being conferred an NCE certificate
which will be recognised at Level 2 on the National Qualifications Framework.

Promotion to Grade 10

Assessment results from the NCE will guide schools in determining whether students
get promoted to Grade 10.

Orientation

The NCE assessment will provide information to guide students as to whether they
want to continue in the general or in the technical/vocational stream. Within the general
stream, it may guide students in their choice of subjects as from Grade 10.

Admission to academies

Performance in the NCE Assessment will determine whether candidates are admitted
to academies. The following extract from the Education Act indicates the criteria for
admission to academies:

Priority of admission to Grade 10 in an Academy shall be determined on the basis of the
grade aggregate and the relative performance of the eligible pupil in the best 8 core
subjects, including English, French and Mathematics, at the NCE assessment and the
choice of the responsible party.



3.

Guiding principles in Assessment

A number of key principles of assessment guided the development of the NCE
assessment.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Validity

Validity is a central concept in assessment. In simple terms, it refers to the extent
to which an assessment measures what it is supposed to be measuring. Validity
also refers to the extent to which the assessment is providing evidence of
candidates’ achievement levels. An assessment is considered valid if it meets its
purposes. (Edwards et al, 2017)3

Reliability

Reliability, another crucial concept in assessment, refers to producing reliable,
stable and consistent results over time. Ensuring reliability requires clear and
consistent processes for the setting, marking and grading of the NCE assessment.

Impact

The NCE Assessment aims at having positive effects on teaching and learning
with positive washback into the curriculum and into the educational system. An
important consideration during the development of this assessment was the
potential impact that it would have on the life chances of candidates, allowing for
maximum inclusion and retention of students in the system while maintaining
standards.

Fairness

Needs and characteristics of learners were considered in the design of the NCE
assessment so as not to disadvantage any group or individual. Care has been
taken to minimise cultural and gender biases and to accommodate the different
abilities and the social, cultural and linguistic backgrounds of candidates.

3 Edwards, M.C., Slagle, A., Rubright, J.D. and Wirth, R.J., 2018. Fit for purpose and modern validity

theory in clinical outcomes assessment. Quality of Life Research, 27(7), pp.1711-1720



Designing the NCE Modern Chinese Assessment — The key considerations

On top of the fundamental assessment considerations spelt out in the previous section,
the following key questions underpinned the design of the NCE Assessment for
Modern Chinese.

Whatam |
assessing?

Why am | How am |
assessing? assessing?

Who am | Howam |
assessing? reporting?

How is my

assessment

benefitting
learners?

(Source: Cambridge Assessment English, 2018)

4.1 Official guidelines

To ensure that all the candidates are given a fair chance of showing they have
acquired the necessary knowledge, skills and competencies, the paper has been
designed with 50% of items at basic level, 20% at intermediate level and 30% of items
at proficient level.

4.2 What will be assessed and how?
The NCE assessment in Modern Chinese will assess the proficiency of candidates at

the end of the NYCBE cycle in reading, writing, grammar and use of Modern Chinese
and in translation.



Task Mark Allocation

Task 1 - Reading a short note or short
notes, message, letter, poster or a
short informative passage and locating

Reading explicit information.

(25 %)

10 marks

Task 2 - Reading of an extended
passage. Location of explicit and
implicit information, vocabulary in
context, personal response, 15 marks
synthesizing information, identifying
main ideas, follow chronology of
events.

The tables below give a breakdown of the different learning areas, the kinds of tasks
set and the marks allocated.

Task Mark Allocation

Task 1 — Functional Writing: a
short note, e-mail or card 10 marks

Writing (25%) (50-60 words)

Task 2 — Extended Writing.
Narrative or descriptive
composition of around

150-175 words.

15 marks




Grammar and
Use of Target Language
(40%)

Task

Mark Allocation

Task 1 — Spelling,

Punctuation, Grammar 15 marks
(MCQs, Open ended etc...)

Task 2 — Vocabulary (MCQs) 5 marks
Task 3 — Transcription task 5 marks
Task 4 — Proofreading task 5 marks

with mistakes identified.
Task 5 — Cloze Text 10 marks

Translation (10%)

Task

Mark Allocation

Task 1 — Translation of
words. Five words to be

translated from English to the 5 marks
target language.
Task 2 — Translation of a
short paragraph from English 5 marks

to the target language.

4.3 Who will be assessed?

A major consideration in the conception of the paper was to cater for the entire ability
range of the entire student population. This, in effect, meant designing a paper that
would be fair to all students, whether from the extended stream or the mainstream,
while ensuring that Grade 9 standards are maintained.

4.4 How will the assessment be beneficial for learners?

The NCE assessment in Modern Chinese aims at being beneficial to learners in
different ways. Firstly, it will encourage the teaching and learning of the key
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competencies and skills in Modern Chinese. It will also provide feedback to learners
and stakeholders in general about the overall proficiency level achieved. By
assessing functional literacy through a series of authentic tasks, as well as assessing
more traditional academic tasks, it aims at providing a firm grounding in Modern
Chinese as students progress through the system, whether they wish to continue to
the academic stream or move to the technical/vocational stream.

The Paper Description

Question 1: (15 marks)

This question will assess knowledge of basic Modern Chinese grammar, spelling and
punctuation. Multiple-choice items, matching, fill-in-the blanks, ticking the right option
and open ended items may all be set to elicit the required information from candidates.

Question 2: (5 marks)

This question will assess knowledge of basic vocabulary in Modern Chinese in context.
MCQ items will be set.

Question 3: (10 marks)

This question will assess functional reading at a basic level. Candidates will be
required to read a short note or short notes / letter / e-mail / poster / message and
show understanding by locating explicit information from the given text(s).

Question 4: (5 marks)

This question will assess candidates’ knowledge and ability to write Modern Chinese
characters based on the Chinese pinyin provided. A short paragraph will be set and
candidates will have to complete the text by filling the blanks with the correct answer.

Question 5: (5 marks)

This question will assess candidates’ ability to deal with grammar and writing of
Chinese characters in context. A short paragraph containing grammatical and Modern
Chinese characters mistakes will be set and candidates will be required to correct
these mistakes.



Question 6 A: (5 marks)

This task will be a closed Cloze Text. Candidates will be required to complete a text
with 5 gaps using one suitable word to be chosen from a given list.

Question 6 B: (5 marks)

This task will be an open Cloze Text. Candidates will be required to complete a text
with 5 gaps using one suitable word. No list will be given.

Question 7: (10 marks)

This question will assess functional writing. Candidates will be required to write 50-60
words on a given task — writing a short note, e-mail, letter or card. They will be
assessed on their ability to complete the task properly and their accurate use of
Modern Chinese.

Question 8: (15 marks)

This question will assess candidates’ ability to read an extended passage of a narrative
or informative type. Candidates will be assessed, inter alia, on their ability to locate
explicit information, make inferences, synthesise information, explain the meaning of
words as used in the given context, follow the chronology of events, identify main ideas
and offer personal response.

Question 9 A: (5 marks)

This question will assess candidates’ ability to translate common English words into the
target language.

Question 9 B: (5 marks)

This question will assess candidates’ ability to translate a short paragraph from English
into the target language.

Question 10: (15 marks)

This question will assess candidates’ ability to produce an extended piece of writing of
about 150-175 words. They will be required to write one composition out of a choice of
a narrative or descriptive topics.
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Question 2 (5 marks)
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Question 4 (5 marks)
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Question 8 (15 marks)
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Question 9
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Question 9A (5 marks)
(—) &TF 3|3 Fm F Lo

1. Night

2. Teacher :

3. Eat

4. Hungry

5. Large
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Question 9B (5 marks)
(=) BTFIELFRF Lo

Yesterday, a man came to our house to sell flowers. Shasha bought some
beautiful flowers. She gave the flowers to her mother. It was her mother’s
birthday.
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Question 10 (15 marks)
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NCE Specimen Marking Scheme

Modern Chinese

Question 1 (15 marks)
—., #FM, FHA—5H.

1 Mark For Each Correct Answer

1.A

2.C

3.C

4.D

(i) Accept answers which are systematically ticked /
encircled/ underlined/ copied / crossed.

5.B

6.C

(i) Mark wrong if different answers are ticked /
encircled / underlined / copied / crossed. But if two

7.C

systems are systematically used, one of which is the
circle, then consider only the encircled answer

8.A

9.B

10.D

1. & TF 3| 6 FEREZ G,
L% B3RP AL T IE T,
D5 R ERPLAL KL,

12. Bl “#” T3 & F X mLEF 4,
W45 1 ] BAT R 1S
A F i 5 ?




13. 0 “#K” FXEBTHaF,
FEAVET T R
RIRAEEAVEZ T o

14. ) “FH¥*” ZETHaF,
PER R U
YR 5 4R 8 P LK

15. /| “4&” ZBTF3aF,
X F 63 RAFC,
X 2 ) F RARIFL o

Question 2 (5 marks)

= ii&%o 'ﬁ'ﬂ*%o

1 Mark For Each Correct Answer

1T.A (i) Accept answers which are systematically ticked /

2.B encircled / underlined / copied / crossed.

3 A (i) Mark wrong if different answers are ticked /
. encircled / underlined / copied / crossed. But if two

4. A systems are systematically used, one of which is the

5 C circle, then consider only the encircled answer.




Question 3 (10 marks)

PE] 12 22 A%
Note:

» Candidates do not have to answer in full sentences.

« Grammatical and spelling mistakes are not penalised if evidence of
understanding is clearly shown.

(—) MiETaLdigisk, RERT. FH—%. (5marks)

Question 1 mark Remarks | 0 mark
IR 2 b URINE N
BELF: S 5 B X3k B I E g/
3% 5T
TG | —E—25_A+twAa (ZHx) /

20152 A 14 8 (Z#5<)

FATHALG R | TR/ 14/ TFERE/TF2 .5

EARENEE: | BARETER/ KETBE/

R&ET

(=) METFTHALFRYE, REBERHA, FH—5. (5 marks)

Question |1 mark Remarks | 0 mark
2. BN /EFHREEAET N
3. TS, /IAFRT S, /
T J5 Ao S FUAFARTT S
4, ko /T BN IFK. /
AER. (EFT—HF)
5. (BB o / CHORER) B,
FHRBE (LEEE) o /
EHRAE (AR XA,
6. ER, /—HER, /E—HER, /

F 77 B RRE —HFER,




Question 4 (5 marks)

O, AHFERF. FNAEZK—S, EH0S.

(Note: Award 1 mark for each correct answer. If there is mistake,
give 0.)

Question 1 mark

(xidoxin) | v

(m&shang) | & E

(suirén) E R

(yong) A

(jidn) #

Question 5 (5 marks)
A, REBLPRIERRGEANT. ENAET—5, BH05
(Note: Give 1 mark for a correct answer.)

Question | 1mark

X ¢ X )
X ¢ & )
B ¢ m )
A ¢ & )
pa ¢ )




Question 6
Ny BEM,
Question 6A (5 marks)
(=) BEART, FAZE—S, ZH05.

(Note: Give 1 mark for a correct answer.)
%HBEALIRIOBR, CLREAELEZRXMZANRAT. €
BT 17355, REBAEY,
BHBERARLZTNT . BHENINELKRE, E@AAIL
JE o BTVA, AMNsEETRILET AR RN H B EMNTE.

Question 6B (5 marks)
(=) RBELTLEE, LLEELNEE, FNEZR—F, T4HE 05,
(Note: Give 1 mark for a correct answer.)

1 mark

€} EEN w N
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j,;_;k/#a /7{/5,\75




Question 7 (10 marks)
W AT 3485 B —3 50-60 F a1,

Band

Descriptors

Band 1 (9-10 marks)

Clear awareness of audience and
purpose.

All required points developed in
detail

G/S/P and syntax very accurate.
Only very occasional slips
Accurate and appropriate
vocabulary

Organised and coherent

Band 2 (6-8 marks)

Awareness of audience and
purpose.

All points developed

G/S/P and syntax essentially
accurate but occasional slips
Vocabulary accurate

Organised but may lack the
overall fluency of a Band 1 script

Band 3 (3-5 marks)

Some awareness of audience and
purpose

Required points addressed but
may lack detail

G/S/P and syntax accurate
enough but errors are noticeable
Accurate but simple vocabulary
Some coherence in the flow of
ideas

Band 4 (1-2 marks)

No real sense of audience and
purpose.

Points briefly addressed

G/S/P and syntax erratic. Sense
can be made but multiple errors
confuse meaning.

Simple often inaccurate
vocabulary

Disjointed writing

Band 5 (0 marks)

Meaningless

Irrelevant

Not recognisable as Modern
Chinese




Question 8 (15 marks)
AN WL, REREFA,

Note:

 Grammatical and spelling mistakes are not penalised if evidence
of understanding is clearly shown.

Question Accept Marks | Remarks
(—) AE/ERE. /XXEHEEZEETER, 1
(=) CARE S, BA LB R / 1

& A e TSR Ao
(=) 1. L XA E Ao LAY A 4E 4 £ £ 5 1) 49 7 7% 2
2. AR A dkdd, AORA —RF/—RB/ KA K/
F & HE 8RR
() HAWAEEEE. /BAERREE. /BAHE 1
FL B9 RARARNE
(&) B A %5 J5 /WL IR E R T A dd 1
(%) LA TAF/ TN ER A4 dE, 55 55 A& ARIT/ 2
FRA A
() BNEEHRIEE/ Z A TCHEBR/BE—NFHZT. / 1
FMELHATHARSY,
() 231 3
(/) Note : Award 1 mark for each correct answer.
If more than one answer is given, mark the Marks
first one.
RFERLHLALTIEEN TS, ER=A, 3

(1) E/FZHBHEGRTy
(2) F&/%m

(3) K Ao/ k7™
(4) &%/ %30/ B K
(5) Wi/ A &




Question 9
L. &iF

Question 9A (5 marks)
(=) T EERT L. FANAER—L, 405

Note: Give 1 mark for each correct answer.

Question 1 mark
1. Night i, b/ R
2. Teacher 2 )T /2T
3. Eat "z
4. Hungry g9
5. Large X

Question 9B (5 marks)

(=) BTHEIERT L. A 0.5%, —%5%5
Note: The paragraph is divided into 10 marking groups as shown in
the table below. Each marking group carries 72 mark.

1 | Yesterday, PEXR,

2 | aman came to —/NFBAR/E/EF
3 | our house HAEK

4 | to sell flowers. F I,

5 | Shasha bought W ET

6 |some — ik

7 | beautiful flowers. 2.

8 | She gave the flowers to her mother. b e 7Y 1E A
9 | Itwas AR A

10 | her mother’s birthday. S LB R B 2




Question 10 (15 marks)
+\ —’%*‘% 150_175 "?E.t%ﬁio

Composition writing

Band Descriptors

Band 1 (13-15 marks) » Elaborate content

» Highly accurate G/S/P and syntax, only very
occasional slips

« Varied sentence structures used consistently
and for particular effects

* Vocabulary wide and precise

+ Complex, sophisticated piece of writing

* Reader’s interest sustained throughout

Band 2 (10-12 marks) * Accurate G/S/P and syntax, occasional slips

« Some variation in sentence structures

* Vocabulary generally precise but may lack
sophistication

« Strong, accurate piece of writing but may
lack complexity and sophistication

» Reader’s interest generally sustained

Band 3 (7-9 marks) * Mostly accurate G/S/P and syntax. Errors
occur when complexity is attempted

» Instances of sentence variety but simple
sentences dominate overall

» Accurate but simple vocabulary

» Relevant piece of writing. Some interest for
the reader

Band 4 (4-6 marks) * G/S/P and syntax — Meaning not in doubt but
errors are quite frequent

» Sentence structures are generally simple

« Simple vocabulary, not always accurate

* Relevant but little interest for the reader

Band 5 (1-3 marks) * G/S/P and syntax — Many serious errors
which make meaning unclear

* Mostly simple sentences

« Simple vocabulary with many inaccuracies

+ Just relevant — no interest for the reader

Band 6 (0 marks) * lIrrelevant
* Not Modern Chinese
* Meaningless




