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Key Messages

Candidates are advised of the following:

After completing the tasks, all candidates should use the remaining time to proofread
their work for errors that could hinder comprehension, such as spelling, grammar, and
punctuation.

The passage and questions must be properly read before attempting a comprehension.
Candidates should be able to show that they comprehend the requirements and know
where to find the essential information by reading the questions several times until they
thoroughly understand them.

Each question points candidates in the direction of the paragraph containing the

pertinent information they need to base their response.

In Grammar:

Candidates continue to have trouble with the following grammatical usage:

Verb-subject agreement

The use of proper case markers

Irregular verbs in the past tense accurately

Converting a negative statement into an affirmative phrase

The combination of two sentences

In comprehension:

The majority of candidates attempted every question. Incomplete scripts were
extremely rare. The passage was generally accessible to all, with some vocabulary and
expressions stretching stronger candidates. Candidates fare better with questions
requiring literal comprehension. Still, some candidates struggle with more complex

questions that require them to draw conclusions or provide personal responses. The task



where candidates are required to explain the meaning of words in context was poorly

attempted.

In writing:

e C(andidates should be cautious with the use of proper grammar, spelling, and
punctuation in their writing.

e To maintain the reader's attention in their essays, candidates should create a plot and
use a variety of linguistic constructions and vocabulary.

e Ideas must flow from one to the next and relevant material must be rationally arranged
in order to write successfully.

e Poor responses were less concise and put the readers under stress because candidates
alternated between the past and present tenses and displayed an insecure use of
punctuation, which frequently led to poor sentence constructions.

e More opportunities should be created for candidates to interact with the language both

orally and in writing.

General Comments

The 2023 NCE Tamil question paper had an overall passing percentage of 79.7%, which was
achievable for the majority of candidates. A great number of candidates performed well on
basic and intermediate tasks. The overall standard of candidates this year was comparable to
those in past years. The very best candidates achieve a high standard in their use of language,

most particularly with their vocabulary.

The majority of the responses were relevant, and there was little evidence that the task criteria
were misunderstood. Very few candidates gave brief or incomplete responses, indicating that

they generally were able to manage their time appropriately.



However, some candidates still struggle to show that they comprehend and can perform certain
sections of the paper. This was especially evident in the candidates' poor performance on the

word formation, error hunt, and cloze text tasks.

It was evident from the performance that many candidates were familiar with the fundamental
concepts needed for the NCE Exams. The majority of candidates demonstrated that they

can acquire the basic concepts of grammar, writing, and reading.

Comments on Specific questions

Question 1 — Basic Grammar

In Question 1, various basic grammatical principles are assessed. Candidates' knowledge of
basic yet important grammatical rules is assessed using multiple-choice and open-ended
questions. Many candidates made good attempts at this multiple-choice task. However, the
usage of case markers, verbal participles, and adjectival participles proved to be the main

source of difficulty.

Items 1, 2 and 6 were the best achieved. These items were easily understandable by most

candidates.

The following items were found challenging:

Item 3

The majority candidates fared well in this question. However, some struggled to find the correct
answer which may be because they did not know the meaning of the word ‘= 11y .

Item 4

The ability of candidates to use the case marker ‘g9’ was assessed in this item. Even though this
is a typical structure, several candidates were unable to provide the right response. Many
candidates seemed to be unaware that when we have the verb ‘srewr” we should use the case

3 2
marker ‘g’



Items 5 and 8

The appropriate usage of s1g#1b was covered in these items. It has been observed that many
candidates are still unable to distinguish between afener and Quwg erégid. For item 5, very

few candidates could decide on the correct answer which was "gjeweugs".

Candidates were required to select the aflener erd#1h for item 8 which was “glesrmy”. The reason
why most candidates gave incorrect answers to this question is because they are unable

recognize the difference between aflewer and G Liw i s1dFalevengar.

Candidates must receive extensive instruction on how to use erégaflenarsar. Educators would
be well advised to better prepare their students for more effective use of erégalewasar.

Item 6

The incorrect response "wumiliGums" was a popular one, implying that candidates had either
overlooked the word now or misunderstood its meaning. Candidates are urged to become
familiar with popular words that indicate tenses.

Item 7

The majority of candidates performed this item well.

Item 9

This item evaluated how the suffix "o 15" should be used. Most of the candidates answered this
properly.
Item 10
This item tested candidates’ ability to use the appropriate conjunctions. This was a difficult
question for many candidates to figure out. This could be the result of the candidates not
knowing what is the meaning of each conjunction. Candidates still confused between the

conjunctions ‘syerred’ ‘9ygenrred’ and ‘gperTayh’.



Item 11

Candidates were required to transform the provided sentence to singular form for this item. The
two words, ‘ueedser and ‘@ ws&eper have to be transformed. A few candidates could not
score full mark as they could not understand the key word ‘g@@enoufe’. In order to help
students, become acquainted with Tamil grammar terminology, educators are advised to use

them regularly in the classroom.

Item 12

A number of the candidates could not attempt this item correctly. Candidates were not aware
of where to add the word ‘Gunmg’ in the sentence. Some incorrect answers written by

candidates are as follows:

yevaud aflpreys@ aupsri Cung o FHwi eienT eugGeapm.

yevaud aflpreys@ aupsri oA fwi yeueny Cung eugGeaupmms.

Cung eveud alpreys@ aupsTi Qg FIwi T eugGaipm.

Item 13

This item tested candidates’ ability to use the word ‘2 ._Gss’ in the sentence. Also, the majority
understood what should be done, some failed to combine it properly with the verb

‘O L_BSTT .

9EST B (HLOETFHDS e L_BBTH 2 L Gt 2 gafl Clauigmy.

9GaT 2 L Ge H(hLoeFens vl 2 Gail ClFuismi.

a1 2 L_Ger 2 569 OFuig D (HLOTS®S (60 L_BSTH.

Item 14

This was another difficult question where candidates struggled to understand the key term.

Many candidates were unable to comprehend the meaning of the key terms afewarGuwsss



@sm_g. It is imperative that candidates are well familiarized with Tamil Terminology. Some

of the erroneous answers are as follows:

BTSHT QUGHTLYGOW L LG GTTT 96 Hewl_&GHL GLmemy.

SMEST UewTIy W L (H) Ui SeoL_sGHLI CGumretmy.

Item 15

This was a demanding question in which candidates were required to transform the negative
sentence into affirmative. Though many candidates attempted this question, a majority could

not transform the negative verb ‘Geuiwaledensy’ into past tense. Many of the candidates were

not able to complete this task accurately.

Some examples of candidate mistakes in their responses are as follows:

Crmmi 2eugser Car’ L Casemavenwd OFUIEDTIS6N.

Crpmi oeuiser Csr’ L Casemeavenwd ClFuiaumisar.

It would be wise for educators to better prepare their students for these questions. To effectively
answer the topic, students need also be familiar with the instructions and grammatical terms
used in Tamil Language. Educators should also refer to the Teaching and Learning syllabus in
order to properly prepare their students for the grammar and sentence structure questions.

Candidates must be highly conversant about Tamil terminology.

Question 2 — Basic Vocabulary

This question evaluates candidates' contextual vocabulary handling skills as well as their
understanding of common basic language used in everyday life. This question's main goal is to
promote the teaching of popular vocabulary words in Tamil. The lack of language exposure
caused candidates to be confused by the provided distractions and unsure of which answer to

select.



The best-done items were:

Item 4

LoGwst] 6T63TGHT 6TaTm) G)FTeVGV (LpLgujLom? 6TGer 2 L BSHIAIN L ).

For this Item, the word wewnfl influenced candidates to choose ewsss19s776 as the correct

answer.

Item 5
6TGST HMBST AN THW T @)(BSHDTT. LD(BSHI6UeHTF F LI

Many candidates fared well in this question. The alphabet ‘¢’ in the word ‘opggiauengs” was

an indicator to choose the right answer which was ‘@& go153’.

Many candidates struggled with the following items.

Item 1

wenip OLiuiggy). testmeuned GeualGuw Cums (Lpig waledemev. 66T H6iT

Lo BSIAIL L _TaT.

This item proved to be challenging for a number of candidates. The correct answer ‘@enr_’,
was selected by very few candidates, suggesting that most candidates have very little

understanding of the words ‘woppgal’ L _mear and ‘@enr’.

Item 2
Qamiwmliupd Qs G Cumiall’ L g b 9es Gauesst(H)LD.

It's likely that the verb "Qs. @1 Gumiaf L g" made it more challenging for candidates to
fully understand the sentence. As a result, they were unable to select the right response, which

was e1flw. A typical incorrect response was griiie .

Item 3

[ TB1 35 GIT LIcsTE s 6T(HS%H CmLb.




Candidates had to choose the right word for this item, which was aum&uledBrg. However, a

few candidates found this to be a difficult item to accomplish.

Question 3: Basic Reading Comprehension

Question 3A

The basic reading comprehension had high success rates among the majority of candidates due

to the ease of identifying answers within the passage.

Question 3A evaluates intermediate reading comprehension skills by emphasizing the ability
to locate information within a given text. Overall, candidates demonstrated a solid grasp of

literal comprehension, providing accurate responses to most questions.

However, some struggled with Question 3A, part <y, ‘@yeuer o ewd@ aear LysE?’ where
common incorrect responses included ‘youeys@ awwg LPenei@’ Or ‘jeus eTes L

Mg &@Lo’. Cautionary advice was given against excessive reliance on lifting information.

Question 3B

Question 3B required candidates to interpret a conversation between Kumari and Varaden
discussing a birthday gift for their friend Koumouda. While most performed well, penalties
were incurred by some for struggling with higher-order thinking questions. Educators are

encouraged to guide students on responding concisely to such questions.

Items 2 and 3 posed difficulty to some candidates.

Here, candidates had confused between these two questions. Whilst question 2 asked about
‘Gl gt pEISHSGL Gumeumar?’, question 3 was about ‘@udl erliLig BHISHISGL
Gumeumar?’. Some candidates ended up giving same answer for both questions. Many
candidates could not differentiate between ‘eresr’ and ‘erciiig’, thus made the following
indiscriminate lift and were not awarded any mark: ‘greneng @ prer ps18815G L CunGauer.

8



Question 4: Word formation

Question 4 aimed to evaluate candidates' ability in applying word formation rules in Tamil.
Despite transformations being derived from common words, candidates struggled with

grammatical and spelling mistakes. Specific comments on items include:

Item 1
Some students incorrectly added the case marker '@ ' to '@sor, misunderstanding that,

generally in Tamil, the subject does not take case marker except for defective verbs.

Item 2

Incorrect use of case marker ‘@ed’ was observed. Instead of writing ‘Gz’ g&ev’, some

candidates wrote variations like ‘Gar L 18e, Car’ L $815, CsmL L 15 .

Item 4
Candidates failed to understand the transformation for the infinitive of the verb ‘gnmi@’ — srmis
Gauswrms. Some conjugated the verb, while others provided incorrect forms like grmi®ui/

STBIF).

Item 5
Several candidates mistakenly conjugated the verb ‘mewyp’ in the present or future tense instead

of the past tense.

Question 5 -Error Hunt
Candidates excelling in this section demonstrated proficiency in mastering the language
accurately and appropriately. However, instances of poor performance were noted in the

following areas:



Item 1
Responses for the word ‘afluggig@’, varied, with some providing incorrect answers like

augg/ ofugens and others wrote words such as afluggiewas/ afLiggicow.

Item 2
Some candidates failed to use the dative ‘@’ with »®7¢@ epu@®. Instead they used the case

markers ‘2 enr_w’and ‘g e’ thus ending up writing oyeugnien L w/yeuerme.

Item 3
Many candidates struggled with the infinitive form of the verb ‘wyup’, providing incorrect

answers such as <y, 9pss, 2 wpss instead of the correct form ‘y1pg .

Items 4 and 5 were within reach for most candidates.
Teaching pupils to read and understand passages of a similar length and complexity is crucial.
Educators need to explain to their students how to arrive at the correct answers in addition to

providing a thorough explanation of the text.

Question 6 A: Cloze Text

This section tested candidates' ability to comprehend a familiar theme and linguistic content.
As the theme was familiar to candidates, this question didn't pose significant difficulty, and the
majority successfully attempted it. It is essential for students to thoroughly read all words in
the box, understand the text, and consider the grammatical form of the words before

responding.

Question 6 B: Open Cloze Text

Many candidates found the open cloze text challenging as it requires higher-order thinking
skills involving the ability to infer the most appropriate word using contextual cues. Success in

this task relies on a robust vocabulary and many struggled due to an inability to utilize context
10



for meaning. Some provided answers that indicated a lack of understanding of the passage.
Various plausible answers were accepted, and some difficulties can be overcome through

adequate practice.

Specific comments on items include:

Item 1

This item had acceptable answers such as sred/ Gryid. Even if it was straightforward to find

the right word, it was beyond the reach of many.

Item 2

Instead of writing erqpeumui as the correct answer, some conjugated the verb in the past tense

or misspelled it.

Item 3

This item was successfully attempted by candidates.

Item 4

This item had various plausible answers such as srewev, sTeEwaUIe, 9LiGLing. Thus, most

candidates were able to come with a correct answer.

Item 5

Only a few candidates successfully completed this item with the appropriate word oyfleyenn,
possibly due to a lack of understanding of the sentence. Particularly bright students attempted

successfully this question.
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Candidates are advised to carefully consider their responses, ensuring that the provided
suggestions align with the sentence's structure and grammatical consistency. With appropriate

drills and exercises, good improvement can be achieved.

Question 7 - Functional Writing

In Question 7, the ability of candidates to write a 50-60 words text on a functional task was
evaluated. In essence, candidates are judged on their ability to write clearly, concisely, and
with a firm grasp of the target audience and purpose. This year, candidates were required to

write a letter to a friend who is angry with them.

The majority of responses demonstrated a strong sense of purpose and format by being well
organized, including a suitable opening and a brief summary of the letter's content. A suitable
welcome and a closing statement (such as "Sending my regards to your parents" or "I'm eager
to hear from you") were also included in the majority. A few responses featured unrelated

information which impacted the tone overall.

In this question, it is essential that candidates include all four of the bullet points. Attention

should be given to the full requirements of each bullet point.

First bullet point: "Why is your friend angry?" What happened? With varied degrees of
success, the majority of responses addressed both sides of this bullet point. Nearly all gave a
reason for their friend's anger, and many even mentioned a specific day and time. The reason
of being angry was sometimes missed with a surprisingly large minority quoting directly from
the question (‘My friend is angry’) rather than stating a reason for being angry. Stronger
responses set the scene by describing the general context which made the friend angry, e.g. [

took your phone, I talked to the new friend, I scolded you and so on.

12



The second bullet point is, "Your friend is not speaking with you." Do you feel depressed?”.
Most responses included a description of the incident as well as how the author of the letter is
sad. Descriptions ranged from a simple lift from the question (‘I am sad’) to intricate narratives

explaining why the author is sad.

Third bullet point is, “How do you ask for forgiveness?”

The responses were less successful when it came to the request in this bullet point to indicate
how they ask for forgiveness. Many candidates just wrote something ambiguous, like "I ask
for forgiveness," which wasn't enough. This bullet turned out to be challenging. Some

candidates ignored this bullet completely thus, penalizing themselves.

Fourth bullet point is, “What do you do to make her/him talk to you again?”

This point was generally answered well with almost all candidates offering at least one simple
suggestion to patch up with their friend. Many responses offered several sensible ideas such as

“I will buy you a gift, I will bring you shopping, I will come at your place to play”.

The more effective responses typically emphasized on each of the four bullet points and
developed their points using creative and relevant ideas. In some responses, additional
information was required for each of the four bullet points. The bullet points do not always
have to be given equal treatment but it is also true that the answer should not be too unbalanced

because otherwise a bullet point might not be adequately developed.

In general, candidates demonstrated a strong understanding of target audience, and the majority
expressed comfort with the idea of apologizing in writing to a friend. Some candidates,
however, failed to completely address the circumstance and purpose because they failed to

understand key words such as ‘Gsmuih, weresfliny CaLmul, wmiiguyd Guis’.

13



Band 1

| GITLIGTAT QILDGVT

QUGTH LD,

@riGs prer pewmul @)BpsHCoer. mGs bujd &SI Q)BEFMTUI TN BlenarssH Gm e,
LSO BT o arefl b erefliy Csl SCmer oaim prer Ly QOFUIS(hSSS Fnl ).
STV 6Te8I% S b CBIsHe eratren GlFuicug) e1ay) 616815 @G% g Hwalevenev. gyerm b eTer
GueTt TRSSTUL. YGTTCD BFIGT 2 GBIWHET L) 5P (5HFSH Fnl MG/ BTG 2 GG LD LOGTLOTTBS
wareflitiy CsLl &Cpar. e warafllieu apnéCstar® wpiLgud eaief b GLseamul
TG Blen et % Cetr. (e 2 61s @ gh Lifg Osm®LIGLiGT.

QUL &S

2 a1 Gamif)

QFaval

This response received an excellent rating. It is evident right away that the candidate is well
aware of the audience and goal. The candidate was able to elaborate on all necessary aspects

and included relevant details in the essay.

Band 2

I arLarer GlFeal)

QUTGTISSHLD. b BAVLLTU Q)BSHDTUI 6TIm BT BB CMeT. @Q)@Tn FIST 2 6815E Q)5S
F19 55 61(LpSFIF Cpert. e1Gesasipaey 5 61681 5% Camuomti e _@mmul. Gumes eumgLd [Bresr
2 & YPw mrenew Cuertailed e1(lpB Carer. gy germed b Camumul YenL Fmrar BIeT LOFa LD
U BSSLOML ) (5SH Cmett. Bresr @)0)estn(h 9psTLl Brenev 2 arenet O)&THF Cnesr. @)L LT
BraT Qs OCFweser Geuiw wr' GL e B erarefl b wpigud CUF BIGT 2 GTenesT LGy
s TImIS6T 61815 %% Cn 6.

QuiLy s

2 a1 Ggmif

Fwm
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This response revealed a thorough comprehension of the target audience and goal. The
majority of the points were covered. However, this script was not acceptable for band 1 due

to frequent spelling errors.

Band 3

Yy &rLjerer CHFer

Crpmi BesT 2_aTenest 61adT LD BB BT e psCser. b erasrest]_1d CLI&F DG eOenev. BmI%ar o uilf
BERTLITSHGT @) (5B CHTLD TN BT BlenetsF Cnert. b6 FITLS HL_6560 (LpLHSCH . BT eSS
LiaTafudled BreeT 2 6818 G @B Y FHevLpmet LIFT aumml@Ceuett. f eresresti_Lb LomyLitg ujid CLIF B e
2 618 Q@ (h LIsTIL Gl&m®H LIGLiG.

QUL &S

Gzal

This work tries to touch on the points briefly. But several spelling and grammar mistakes
occasionally risk distorting the meaning. There are grammatical errors. Neither the target

audience nor the purpose are clearly defined.

Band 4

UGRTSHHLD < TF),

b e1astent GlFwiSmmui? 5 CamuLd oo _FHwul. 5 BB euateful_d Cus@mmul. 6
eTavtest) LD CUEF IHevene. b HLHEHeTs@ Curs&pmul. prer wevesflLiy) GCaL " Gmrer. 78
e1estest) LD LomiLig uyLd Gris. ojeuaer pevLomul OFuiES m e,

QUL ES

Geauevesr

This is a poor answer. There are a lot of grammatical errors in it. Many grammatical errors

appear frequently, with verbs being wrongly conjugated most of the time. Not every point has

been covered.
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Question 8 - Reading Comprehension

This year most candidates submitted well-organized scripts; relatively few failed to address
all questions. The very best candidates' competency was remarkable. These candidates showed
excellent comprehension skills. In order to avoid giving the same answer to many questions,
candidates are reminded of the importance of carefully reading the passage and each question

at first.
Candidates should be reminded of the following:

* Lifting is allowed as long as the question does not demand that the candidate use their own

words, but it must not contain excessive details.
* [rrelevant details in an answer that is otherwise acceptable are not considered.

* Spelling and grammar mistakes are not penalized if there is a strong indication of

understanding.

« It is important to remind students not to copy entire passage, including the part that contains
the answer. They must choose the appropriate response materials and provide concise, well-

written responses.

Items 1 and 2

There were moments when it appeared like there was no distinction between Questions 1 and
2. Some candidates repeated the same answers for questions 1 and 2. Candidates are reminded

that It is never required to use the same information for more than one response.

A common wrong answer for question 1 was ‘955 7L 1960 (5 FBH60 Q) (BHSSI .
For question 2, two pieces of evidence were required however, a minority of candidates gave only
one piece of evidence thus losing 1 mark.

Item 5

This question proved to be quite challenging for some candidates and this could possibly be

because some candidates did not understand the words ‘@ rgsLd 2 arareueTr’.

When copying from the passage, care should be taken that this is done accurately. Examples
of inaccurate copying led, for example, to ‘B71L® wEsefar oeuerTed LITTES Loy waleeev,
whereby the key word ‘au@pgsses was missing.
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Item 6

In Question 6, candidates were asked about why father did not listen to Selvi’s advice. This

was another instance where a few candidates struggled to comprehend the question properly.

Common wrong answers were ‘Gl#eall $&T1 $(hgens LTI _Ld Fmp I (HLDLNGTT6T 9 eueT
FPlwess CaL sallcveme.”’

Item 7
The expected answer to this question was ‘et GuwiyybGLimgy weoip Hi

CrLilgsevrd/ geuiser @ bisCs555m5% a1 L Galest(h)Ld

TG M) T DIGSTTGIT.’

Yet, credit wasn't given for the additional lift ‘G al oyrseisGLd e 0dFisEpsEGLD S6T
F(hSmG TS E GorTeT.’

Item 9

The majority of the candidates could give the correct answer which was ‘L& pd@wimul.

Item 10

This question was answered well, the vast majority selecting, correctly, ‘51" Qewerepisar .

Item 11

In answering Question 11, candidates were asked to write about the change that had taken place
in the village. In order to do this, they had to write the key words &omog@e &s Hi
Sen_gsa/ Bi Fésed @evewew Which characterized the village's transformation. A few
answers indicate that the word ‘wompmis’ was difficult to comprehend.

Item 12

Most candidates found this to be a difficult item. A lot of candidates decide not to attempt this
task. The majority of candidates struggled to understand the given words, resulting just a few

of them could write the corresponding synonyms. Rather than only writing synonyms, some
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candidates have attempted to make sentences. Educators are urged to put in more effort into

increasing candidates' vocabularies.

Question 9 - Translation

The translation task generally aligned with the candidates' level, but some lacked the skills to
translate effectively. Though the candidates could have translated this task correctly, some of
them lacked the necessary skills. While some candidates struggled with the translation, others
were able to do so properly. In the first section, common words were accurately translated into
Tamil, showcasing good translation abilities among many candidates. However, translating the

word 'fear' proved challenging for some students.

In the second section, missing words and sentences were prevalent, with words like 'on time',
'attentively', 'succeed in the examinations' omitted by many. Candidates faced difficulties
related to vocabulary, concord, the use of appropriate verb tenses, and case markers. Some

difficulties can be overcome with adequate practice.

Question 10 - Extended writing

The composition writing exercise is the last task on the paper. Among the two questions—one
narrative and one descriptive—candidates had to select one. This exercise evaluates higher
order writing skills, like the ability to creatively and effectively develop a given plot, to express
ideas using proper grammar and syntax, to employ a variety of sentence structures, and to use

a large and varied vocabulary.

Most of the responses this year seemed to be at least as good as last year in terms of overall

quality. The majority of candidates fully understood the instructions for each question.
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Question 10's essay titles were fairly evenly distributed, with a greater number of candidates
than usual choosing to go with a narrative approach. This was mostly caused by the popularity
of the story question, which allowed many candidates to feel comfortable discussing the
unexpected gift, as well as the candidates' obvious interest in and familiarity with the subject

matter, which encouraged them to choose the narrative essay.

Candidates have to prove that they can use complex structures in addition to using simpler
ones. It is recommended that candidates thoroughly proofread their essays to address any
spelling mistakes. It is also important to pay close attention while using prepositions as well.

Several candidates neglected to maintain subject-verb agreement in their responses.

Only a handful number of candidates had left the essay writing unfinished. Educators are asked
to support students in trying composition writing and provide them with the necessary guidance

so they can receive the best possible grades.

The variety of responses that were received was encouraging, as many candidates submitted

band 1 level work.

Educators should be aware that when evaluating extended writing, examiners will be

considering the following factors:

e A comprehensive exploration of the provided plot, precise application of grammar,
spelling, and syntax, and the use of diverse sentence forms

e Having a broad and varied vocabulary.

Essays that successfully integrate each of these components will receive a high score.

To help educators understand the requirements and examiners' expectations, the following
sample of essays reflects the different answers received this year. Each essay is preceded by

remarks that highlight the writing's strengths and weaknesses
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Narrative Writing
This was a rather popular topic that elicited a variety of answers. It was achievable to address
this topic in any way. It was a common option, and nearly every candidate could effectively

include the phrase

“eTewIs @ @Q)BSLI LIfla: HevlL_s@1b eTesim) Brer eb Curg pleverssallsbensv”; several even opted

to use it as the conclusion to their narrative.

More appealing answers used dialogue effectively, appropriate vocabulary, and precise and
consistent use of tenses. Poorer responses alternated between the past and present tenses and
displayed a careless use of punctuation, frequently leading to long sentences that compromised
clarity and stressed the reader's attention. Repetition of ideas and excessive use of basic

language and grammatical constructions were among the weaker responses.

Band 1 Example 1

“eIeT% @ QBSLI LG Fewl_sGLD 6Tl BT 1k CLTgID BleoaTssailedenev”. b6 (Q)6rLis
sLadled eppGCevarr. e1aws@ @ eriflevres uflens QOUDmE. QBS CluL’iguied @ FHLysHLd
QGBS FrE @6 FTEbSG @I ApsTer wHpib FPw Feied ear GOLUSCSTR CpoLd
SHILIGLIGH. 6TasT LomDG eTars@h @BSL Lfle QOFTRSSTI. AHBS Hoy QwrAFPwes BT enL_
Csremevaied @evenev. Brar arallewr LHLHER @)1 BE G e

QB praT @@ UsS@G P, GAUG UTTEHD ‘$656 STUBSS. GEFG@5 @D STHDI
ofRwg). preid e1er GHLOLLPLD Feveu Crrs&) LypLiul G mb. prsiser LL&ed Q) hECHILD.
s Cross15@ L9n@ prsiser ymGs el BCsTd. GBI SHPSHTLO® BIGT 6168 HIFFeD
YL Yesstlpg FL_c0led &G BB, YLOLOT ST FILOAGTHEGT G3(h LOISFT HLp W aUBSETH.
QUMD SEINSGULD  LYLILBGID  STOUBSGILD  olewenwmgeTiiser. L&  BABISET
SeruesTmiseard il G, yeweu LG Fevauwns Q) bpser. FPG CrrssisEL
@ prmiser Seoet HHM) LTissL CurGerTid. §o e d APlwg. Salled e LBIST @) (BBESS.
yesrailed L fewmlGEmar @)BBESeT. L SGLGELUTSE BIST R0 GHNEMDS5% HeTGL Gl
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GATSHG) LIG GUGCSTENT 6)GHTeRT LOGTHGT @)(BBESES. BABISHGT 6TOT(HLD Licv aflenarmL’ (h%sear
afemarwi mg GestLd.

wHw CrIsHed BIBIS6T 2 cureney 2 erGL mb. Brmser euullgmp Frilf G mb. Awmestluyd
Ol snausd  sabd seeauwns @Qpset. YU pIsseT He Cprssse Umuled
@ewartimflGestaid. 2% Crod &Awest w1 gyenflaevear GLmed &TuIBSS. oL _Fuiled HrmIseT
ST LIL o) @ 2 OevTF Liwenigens O\ FuiGHaib. prest LiL_§led 1q L1 Limig GestaLd. e 6165
$BIenasCwrT® Lew UL misaartl 1919 5GEear. 61aT & IHFFSHG Tademev Q)eOemev. b BTAT TG

LTS LIGLoISH S mewt] GLITev QpLpLOTS LIGNUYLD.

Band 1 Example 2

Gumes QeuaraflaGLpenLp 6168 LD BSBTGT () (BB BT H&Temeuiled 6T(LPBSI &aNSHILI LIDG
@RI IYLpHTesT LTeuTenL el CHer. YLOLOT FOLOWE HYDUINGD QR(h HEGUIITG LIGSTILD
FLDSHS . 6T LG LHFFS G TGV (@) 606 6v.

LSS LOewlB G 2 DTS 6T aUBSTISH6T. HIeT LIVsTISmS 0oL’ 1g Carer. 616w @LI LIGY LIfl%s% 6T
FoLggar aar YssT @ Cuflu Ll CSTOSSTI. AH R LT T@IHSG @)bsL Lfls
FenL_sGLb 61T HreT e GG Blewesssalledenev. pret GCaminmul @) b nCHer. BIesT Y bsL
yevar &G eweaug Gaer L9 @ preT e1ar Henms @ CousionsLi CLTGETa. 6168 SHHT a(HSH L0 MU
@) (BBSTI. 6TGT SYLOLDIT GTTEH ST W LSS TH. 6Te81% G LI LjewasT LO&ayLb L9119 $5aileDenev 6TeTm) b TeT
QYLDLDTeY & OlFnarGenasr. Bresr aibLs) afldLd) o p Gz er.

BT eTer  ysHsTail b Gusalledenev. el LeoeTewwll LTISSTE  [BIGT LieHeTen s
salafssalledency. aameuiled YasFTajl LeaTud sl &@LU Gurertiser <mGs jeuar
FHL_GETINSGL Lyeoarenws OsTBHSSTH. @@y Fpil Leoarenw eUTBIGGITar e @hd@L
Lyemast LOFayLD L9 &GLD. 6TGH SHT 6TeISEHTH (b BTUI UTEIFS QO FTHSSMI. BTG LS LHFF Wi mu
@ wpGser prer pratGsmmid prGwr®k allewerwT®H Cper. prmiser Car L % ¢@BFCmmLb.

Brsiser Caipg FTLILIBHFCnILD. 616576 616t Bl LO&SaYLD LN19 S@GLd. Brufesr O Lw g ClgrOsm.

These two essays contain a clear development, well-structured ideas, effective language use,
and coherent paragraphing. There is evidence of higher-level features and a broad vocabulary

including good use of uncommon words.
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Band 2 Essay

@& GeuafldFid Cl&mehFLd C1FTEHFLOTS H6VT HeTHGTL LiTeug O)F ML 51GF DT, @)GInI (5
LS GG peoLD. FasTared o flwinas ep(h OoeveSlw H1Hm IFEmg). Crpm 616t LD BSBTT Q)(BHSS.
o1esr LIppsesmar afliprailed eresr GBLOLILI Gl 6168 peTLIfS@HLD afL HSE GUBSTIHET. [BHT6sT
LOFe b L& HER W mT @) b G er.

BreT $HeSBeT® QBHSCLTg Bieblrein @@ yppsprear Lflea LTiEHCner. s Q)bs
Lf&: FenL_&@GLD eTTm] BTG (K CLITSILD 5696815 % ol 606w 6v.

2 1 Gar prer uflens GpECS6L. ‘@b LS 05519 STILD! eiain] @) &rLinns GFnearGerssr. (Q)a (b
Bev BlDd wFHLYFTILD. G| LOBQYLD ILPFHTESIH]. NHSHHLYEHTTLD LITISSeL G BT 9LOLD eSS
@u Ll Cur@Cmeir. “wybiom! Sybiom! Sybom!” e1atmy BrcT CFTOH GO BAGT IYLOLOTRS S,
DFBEEH)HTIFSDS5S ST RSB COET. “QyLd, b FIXID 2 68 YLILTQYLD (Q)FHFHBHLYHTTLD
2 15 @ MBS CGTTLD”, 6T6iM LOLDT FnMleoTTy. “2 6815 2 6T LflF: LGS GLoT? “YLd LOLDIT
pa1p)!” etesimy CFTOHCoesr. paesr Q)erLions Q)hEFCDE. BIG MFEEHIYHTISMS DET(LPLD

955l GouatT. &/ LOWSBF (LPLYWITS LIS,

Although this is a good essay, it is not sophisticated enough to compete for a higher band. A
range of language is attempted, despite occasional errors in spelling, word choice, and word

structure.

Band 3 Essay

Cumesr yLm@penio 6161 ppspTarT Liumed YL of e YewmsTIw) ClFuIsTiseT.
YLOLDT Feoowed ewpuiled LBaT P Feoogrd. LID@G LAWEID S U Ld eTeT i (HSG
Qeaipriser LwsTiw Geul'ys@ DG eearsd U uflasear HeaoL $0s6r eTars@ L
gp,emL_ger B FCser. Gogyitd SyLiLiT 61655 @ eh D eGP COsn1BHSS M. 616515 & () BS Lifl%
K L_GGHLD 61T BT68 635 CLITGILD [Blew 68155 ailedemev.

BIaT @&t HLadled (LpLpsGser wmiBTed YFsTenevuiled BraT @ariinmul o115 GeTer. bre

uumef b pery GenarGeser. n@ mreT LeTefs@ CLTGRIG. 616 BHEITLIGHT 66T LjLg UL
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PCrawCGue LmigsTer a@GLIe yssy Brer FOraErCuiuiey aflenerw mg Geres. oy eTmed
A AW 616518 G LMISSTET. yeu LOFHad CHrLLL Tl @)(HSHF DTS,

'Q)gI LOTHDSS (LpIgWTS B6T

The major problem with this essay is the language used, despite the well-developed plot. All
over, there are numerous mistakes in sentences. Additionally, relatively short sentence forms
are overused. The essay is not long enough. This answer scored a lower grade due to these

factors.

Band 4 essay

TS G @) BSLI LIl HenL_&@GLb eTeiin) b6 g5 CLingid Blenerdsaflevenev. 616 O)Liwi g Gseumesr.
BT @QBSLI LIfle Fewl_55% BIeT LoFLHFF @)habFH Cner. preT @QpsLl Lfla uTiFCner. g Lifls
QS Te8IG. LUfF @b STuiSY ST, Lfle Bev Blpwomul. Hbiom ufle C1&m®. Bessir) LOLOM. [BT6S
et Yeopulled CurHCper. presr smuisysTIw YewlaGGCner  eTesis@ @BsLl  Lfles

Blevarssalledee. BraT OFHFF (B)hsFCper. @) Lop&s (LLPWITL_ BIGT.

This is a poor essay throughout. There are many grammatical mistakes. There is a general lack of quality

in the language and the use of basic sentence structures.
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Descriptive Writing

Response level differed from candidate to candidate. The school environment was frequently
described in stronger responses, which also typically had lyrical syntax and a solid grasp of
descriptive writing techniques. Generally, weaker answers just mentioned a day at school This

often resulted in a response that was more list-like than detailed.

The best answers, in fact, were those who acknowledged the necessity of describing what
happened after the school bell rung as opposed to just narrating it. The wording of the question
served as a helpful reminder to the majority of candidates, and the variety of scenes that take
place after school hours was described with rich language. The finest essays served as a source
of'ideas for descriptions, with well-written answers highlighting the effective use of adjectives,
particularly when capturing the atmosphere. Others were more interested in narrating events
than in describing them, thus they focused more on describing the school than the school

atmosphere.

Band 1 Example 1

wreneuiled (@) gest(®) Loesst] Yaralled @)(BBSH. LiaTal Lo6wl] 21y SS5F]. TGOV LDTERT6U IS 6T LIaT6l s
Fnl L 196D RUIGITISGT. Yauiser @p Quilw a5 QFuigmiser euiser @@ Cuiu FSFLD
OeFuigniser Syeujser Osab WHHEFAWTL YL BSTIFET. YGTTD HYUTHGT FEHEEHLD
A AwenrLl LTigssa L Cast LWL e»L_BSTISH6T. elengLl LITiSsa L G LbrewnTelis%ar auflens
UFGOFUITSE BL_BSTHS6T.

vatefld FmL gH® Fev UIGIFOT LIVUMSWTET LIVETIBIG®6r NDmriser. omGs
LOTERTUIHGT  Fnl' L LD Fnl L LDTE  [BIGIDAIHGT. LOTGTUIFOT LIVT @)BFSF FEaIW T
LIS TIBISEHT QUTBIGF FTLUILIL L_Ti%eT. LomewTeuiser Hevd Cousons pL_pgl $migser GLhbS 60
BewppsTiser CUBBH® Yauiser auflensFwrs YibsTiser. Hev TewTaliser 6)LogeTH
BL_BSTI5%G6IT 6T0)GSIGHTD TG 36U FSHET LIGTNS LI LIGSHSHe0 UGB D M5,

2AbS CBISH 6O b FTUNSTIT YUTHEHsG 2 ClFwigTisern Hev OLHCnriser LieTeld@L
Cumd gmiser euwaEsmar ofL (%S Osmewr®h) Curermiser GlG@mpalled LIV 6L S%6T
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Oe@iprigser waeeuiser Fevi sSmiser ofL BsGs SoLOWDG QBPAwuiser ssiEer
o HE&HS B BLOLARTTIS 6. HIesIG Loessl]l Yaralled LiaTafd @ Lpedled Ghal(hLd Qeemov. LiaTafld

@Lpa LOF@LD e LoFITUT (&) (BBSS.

Band 1 Example 2
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wrewevudled LoTewTaUiSer Fevd Uatalulled @BHS 2 WIUSSH® FOMIGHTI) ST 6UTEIFS
O & 1ew1LY (BBSTISO. Seuiser smisear GLDCpTismard %1sPhESCLTS FPDnIcwTysHenerd
T L miser. Do HLafled sreoLps olewerwmgs CsmewrgppsTiser. Geoim Fevd
Couswnss sniser sefllium gx%@s OFammiser yRNwuiser sniser ausGart®h $FsLd
o pgiauaTgmw Gprss) pLps Csapriser Sl Lssss CUBES BPoOWSSHSS BLbSI

Qea@iprisaer. eTedrHLd @fL HSGLI LDLILIL L TH&H6T.

These two answers cover a wide vocabulary range and are lengthy and consistent. The sentence
structure used to explain the developments in the essay is handled expertly, and the grammar

1S correct.

Band 2 essay

Qe OeuetaflaGipenio. srevd Goceniowmul 2 ererg). FieOlgein wremevuiled LiaTef Lbess
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S19 CremI 6 (1 LDTCRTCUGHT TGN BESTLIGHT LIGVLDTSH 19 SHD TGS, bS5 HessTIesT &GLp @il (Lps %) m et
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Although lengthy, sentences lack depth in this essay. There are numerous tenses, verb form,
and spelling mistakes that somewhat disrupt the answer's flow. There isn't a lot of variety in

the sentences. Had there been fewer errors, this essay might have been graded far higher.

Band 3 essay

Y YSaTEpenis  waemeulled UaTefl oewfl 99FFSH. HTWLD YmienLoWTLl @) (BBSSI.
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This answer provided only a small number of sentence forms, and while certain structures are
generated correctly, mistakes are common. Consequently, the essay was given an average

Score.

Band 4 essay

wreeuiled LaTell el 2yySS5F. OTTUIHGT aUGLILIGD @) BSEHDITHET. LOTERTCUTHEOT 9L
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There is a noticeable shortage of length in this response. Although information is provided, it
is difficult to discern the organization, and the answer does not seem to flow naturally.

Throughout, mistakes are evident.
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