
Cambridge Secondary 2 Version 2

SYLLABUS
Cambridge O Level 
For Centres in Mauritius

For examination in November 2017, 2018 and 2019
*For examination in the June and November series from 2019

Arabic* 3180
French 3014
French Literature 2020
Hindi 3201
Literature in Hindi 2026
Marathi 3218

Modern Standard  
Chinese 3252
Sanskrit 3216
Tamil 3206
Telugu 3214
Urdu 3209



Cambridge International Examinations retains the copyright on all its publications. Registered Centres are 
permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own internal use. However, we cannot give permission 
to Centres to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within a 
Centre.

® IGCSE is the registered trademark of Cambridge International Examinations

© Cambridge International Examinations 2015

Changes to syllabus for 2017, 2018 and 2019

We have updated this syllabus. The latest syllabus is version 2, published November 2017

Changes have been made to section 3.2 Availability, page 5

These syllabuses are examined in the November examination series. Arabic is also available in the 
June examination series from 2019.

Changes were made to version 1 of the syllabus, published September 2015. 

 Significant changes to the syllabus are indicated by black vertical lines either side of the text.

You are strongly advised to read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching 
programme.



Contents

1. Introduction .....................................................................................................................2
1.1 Why choose Cambridge?
1.2 Why choose Cambridge O Level?
1.3 Why choose Cambridge O Level Languages?

2. Teacher support .............................................................................................................. 4
2.1 Support materials
2.2 Endorsed resources
2.3 Training

3.  Arabic, Hindi, Marathi, Modern Standard Chinese, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu ..................... 5
3.1 Scheme of assessment summary
3.2 Availability
3.3 Combining these with other syllabuses
3.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
3.5  Description of papers

4. Literature in Hindi ............................................................................................................ 8
4.1 Scheme of assessment summary
4.2 Availability
4.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
4.4  Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
4.5 Description of papers

5. French ........................................................................................................................... 12
5.1 Scheme of assessment summary
5.2 Availability
5.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
5.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
5.5 Description of papers

6. French Literature ........................................................................................................... 15
6.1 Scheme of assessment summary
6.2 Availability
6.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
6.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
6.5 Description of papers

7. Sanskrit ......................................................................................................................... 20
7.1 Scheme of assessment summary
7.2 Availability
7.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
7.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
7.5 Description of papers

8. Other information ..........................................................................................................73



Introduction 

2 Cambridge O Level Languages (For Centres in Mauritius). Syllabus for examination in 2017, 2018 and 2019.

1. Introduction

1.1 Why choose Cambridge?
Cambridge International Examinations is part of the University of Cambridge. We prepare school students 
for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a lasting passion for learning. Our international 
qualifications are recognised by the world’s best universities and employers, giving students a wide range of 
options in their education and career. As a not-for-profit organisation, we devote our resources to delivering 
high-quality educational programmes that can unlock learners’ potential.

Our programmes set the global standard for international education. They are created by subject experts, 
are rooted in academic rigour, and provide a strong platform for progression. Over 10 000 schools in 160 
countries work with us to prepare nearly a million learners for their future with an international education 
from Cambridge.

Cambridge learners
Cambridge programmes and qualifications develop not only subject knowledge but also skills. We 
encourage Cambridge learners to be:

• confident in working with information and ideas – their own and those of others

• responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others

• reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn

• innovative and equipped for new and future challenges

• engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a difference.

Recognition
Cambridge O Level is internationally recognised by schools, universities and employers as equivalent in 
demand to Cambridge IGCSE® (International General Certificate of Secondary Education). There are over 
700 000 entries a year in nearly 70 countries. Learn more at www.cie.org.uk/recognition

Support for exams officers 
Exams officers can trust in reliable, efficient administration of exams entries and excellent personal support 
from our customer services. Learn more at www.cie.org.uk/examsofficers 

Our systems for managing the provision of international qualifications and education programmes 
for learners aged 5 to 19 are certified as meeting the internationally recognised standard for quality 
management, ISO 9001:2008. Learn more at www.cie.org.uk/ISO9001
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1.2 Why choose Cambridge O Level?
Cambridge O Levels have been designed for an international audience and are sensitive to the needs of 
different countries. These qualifications are designed for learners whose first language may not be English 
and this is acknowledged throughout the examination process. The Cambridge O Level syllabus also allows 
teaching to be placed in a localised context, making it relevant in varying regions.

Our aim is to balance knowledge, understanding and skills in our programmes and qualifications to enable 
students to become effective learners and to provide a solid foundation for their continuing educational 
journey.

Through our professional development courses and our support materials for Cambridge O Levels, we 
provide the tools to enable teachers to prepare learners to the best of their ability and work with us in the 
pursuit of excellence in education.

Cambridge O Levels are considered to be an excellent preparation for Cambridge International 
AS and A Levels, the Cambridge AICE (Advanced International Certificate of Education) Group Award, 
Cambridge Pre-U, and other education programmes, such as the US Advanced Placement program 
and the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme. Learn more about Cambridge O Levels at 
www.cie.org.uk/cambridgesecondary2

Guided learning hours
Cambridge O Level syllabuses are designed on the assumption that learners have about 130 guided 
learning hours per subject over the duration of the course, but this is for guidance only. The number of 
hours required to gain the qualification may vary according to local curricular practice and the learners’ prior 
experience of the subject.

1.3 Why choose Cambridge O Level Languages?
Cambridge O Level Language and Literature qualifications are accepted by universities and employers as 
proof of knowledge and understanding of a language. Successful candidates gain lifelong skills including:

• the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in writing

• the ability to use a wide range of vocabulary, and correct grammar, spelling and punctuation

• a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Candidates are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their awareness 
of the ways in which the language can be used. Cambridge O Level Language qualifications also develop 
more general analysis and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order facts 
and present opinions effectively.

Prior learning
We recommend that candidates who are beginning one of these courses should have previously studied the 
relevant language for 2–3 years.

Progression
Cambridge O Level Certificates are general qualifications that enable candidates to progress either directly 
to employment, or to proceed to further qualifications.

Candidates who are awarded grades C to A in a Cambridge O Level language are well prepared to follow 
courses leading to Cambridge International AS and A Level, or the equivalent, in the same language. 
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2. Teacher support

2.1 Support materials
We send Cambridge syllabuses, past question papers and examiner reports to cover the last examination 
series to all Cambridge schools.

2.2 Endorsed resources
We work with publishers providing a range of resources for our syllabuses including print and digital 
materials. Resources endorsed by Cambridge go through a detailed quality assurance process to ensure 
they provide a high level of support for teachers and learners. 

We have resource lists which can be filtered to show all resources, or just those which are endorsed by 
Cambridge. The resource lists include further suggestions for resources to support teaching.

2.3 Training
We offer a range of support activities for teachers to ensure they have the relevant knowledge and skills to 
deliver our qualifications. See www.cie.org.uk/events for further information.
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3.  Arabic, Hindi, Marathi, Modern Standard Chinese, 
Tamil, Telugu and Urdu

3.1 Scheme of assessment summary
All candidates take Papers 1 and 2.

Paper 1: Composition  (1½ hours)

Section A – 15 marks
One composition of about 120 words from a choice of three topics.

Section B – 30 marks
One essay of about 200 words from a choice of four topics.

Weighting: 45% of total marks

Paper 2: Translation and Reading Comprehension  (1½ hours)

Section A – 30 marks
Two translations, one from the target language into English and one from English into the target 
language.

Section B – 25 marks
Open-ended comprehension questions on a given passage.

Weighting: 55% of total marks

3.2 Availability
These syllabuses are examined in the November examination series. Arabic is also available in the June 
examination series from 2019.

These syllabuses are available to private candidates.

They are available in Mauritius only. 

3.3 Combining these with other syllabuses
Candidates can combine these syllabuses in an examination series with any other Cambridge syllabus, 
except: 

• syllabuses with the same title at the same level. 

Please note that Cambridge O Level, Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge International Level 1/Level 2 
Certificate syllabuses are at the same level.
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3.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
3.4.1 Syllabus aims
The aims of the syllabus are the same for all candidates. The aims are set out below and describe the 
educational purposes of a course in a language other than English for the Cambridge O Level examination. 
They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to:

• enable students to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in writing

• enable students to understand and respond appropriately to what they read

• encourage students to enjoy and appreciate the variety of language

• complement the students’ other areas of study by developing skills of a more general application 
(e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing of inferences)

• promote the students’ personal development and an understanding of themselves and others.

3.4.2 Assessment objectives
There are three assessment objectives.

A Continuous Writing
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

1. articulate experience and express what is felt and what is imagined

2. order and present facts, ideas and opinions

3. communicate effectively and appropriately

4.  demonstrate an awareness of the conventions of paragraphing, sentence structure, punctuation and 
spelling

5. express thoughts, feelings and opinions in order to interest, inform or convince

6. demonstrate adequate control of vocabulary, syntax and grammar, punctuation and spelling.

B Writing for a specific purpose
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

1. understand and adequately convey information

2. understand, order and present facts, ideas and opinions

3. evaluate information and select what is relevant to specific purposes

4. articulate experience and express what is felt and what is imagined

5. communicate effectively and appropriately

6. show a sense of audience and an awareness of register and style in both formal and informal situations.

C Language Usage/Reading Comprehension
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

1. exercise control of appropriate structures

2. understand and employ a range of apt vocabulary

3. recognise implicit meaning and attitude

4. evaluate information and express it in their own words.



Description of papers 

7Cambridge O Level Languages (For Centres in Mauritius). Syllabus for examination in 2017, 2018 and 2019.

3.5  Description of papers
Dictionaries may not be used in the examination.

3.5.1 Paper 1: Composition
1½ hours, 45 marks

Section A: Letter, report or speech, dialogue (15 marks)
From a choice of three topics, candidates must write one composition of about 120 words in the target 
language. The choice of topics will allow candidates to demonstrate ability in using the written language to:

• communicate by letter

• compose a report or a speech

• compose a dialogue.

Section B: Essay (30 marks)
From a choice of four topics (narrative, descriptive or argumentative), the candidate must write one essay of 
about 200 words in the target language.

3.5.2 Paper 2: Translation and Reading Comprehension
1½ hours, 55 marks

Section A: Translation (30 marks)
Candidates must:

• translate a passage from the target language into English (10 marks)

• translate a passage from English into the target language (20 marks).

Section B: Reading Comprehension (25 marks)
Candidates must answer a variety of questions testing understanding of a set passage.
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4. Literature in Hindi

4.1 Scheme of assessment summary
All candidates take Paper 1 only.

Paper 1  (2½ hours)

Candidates must answer a total of five questions.

Section A: Poetry
Five questions on set works (Indian and Mauritian poets). Candidates answer a context question and 
one other essay question.

Section B: Prose
Questions on set novels and short stories. Candidates answer three essay questions. 

All questions in this paper carry equal marks.

Weighting: 100% of total marks

4.2 Availability
This syllabus is examined in the November examination series.

This syllabus is available to private candidates.

It is available in Mauritius only. 

4.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
Candidates can combine this syllabus in an examination series with any other Cambridge syllabus, except: 

• syllabuses with the same title at the same level. 
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4.4  Syllabus aims and assessment objectives

4.4.1 Syllabus aims
The aims of the syllabus are the same for all candidates. They are not listed in order of priority.

The aims are to:

• encourage students to enjoy and appreciate the reading of Hindi literature

• encourage students to enjoy and appreciate the variety of language

• enable students to understand and respond appropriately to what they read

• enable students to communicate appropriately and effectively in writing

• complement the students’ other areas of study by developing skills of a more general application 
(e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing of inferences)

• promote the students’ personal development and an understanding of themselves and others.

4.4.2 Assessment objectives
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

1.  recognise implicit meaning and attitudes

2.  recognise and appreciate ways in which writers use language and how they achieve their effects

3.  communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to what is read

4.  recognise and appreciate literary aspects such as conflicts, theme, setting, climax, characterisation and 
plot

5.  differentiate between modern and traditional poetry.
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4.5 Description of papers

The question paper is set entirely in Hindi and all answers must be written in Hindi. Dictionaries may not be 
used in the examination.

4.5.1 Paper 1
2½ hours, 100 marks

The question paper is divided into two sections. Candidates must answer five questions in total: 

• Question 1 from Section A (compulsory context question)

• one other question from Section A 

• three questions from Section B

Section A: Poetry
Five questions will be set on the works of Indian and Mauritian poets.
Candidates must answer a context question and one other question.

The compulsory context question will consist of four extracts from the prescribed texts: two from the 
Medieval Period and two from the Modern Period. Candidates must answer questions on two of the 
extracts, one from each period.

Section B: Prose
Questions on prescribed Hindi novels and short stories.

All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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Prescribed texts

Section A: Poetry

Hindi poetry

Hindi Padhya Parag, an anthology of Hindi Poems, edited by Dr M Chintamunnee (3rd Edition, 1993). 
This edition contains additional verses at the end of the book.

Only poems from the following poets are to be studied:

Medieval:

• Tulsidas

• Surdas

Modern:

• Harivanshrai Bacchan

• Harinarain Seeta

Section B: Prose

Hindi novels

Shabd Bhang by Abhimanyu Unuth 
Published by: Prabhat Prakashan, Chawri Bazaar, Delhi 6

Nirmala by Premchand 
Published by: Publications India PB No. New Delhi 110 0002

Hindi short stories

Teis Hindi Kahaniyan, edited by Jainendra Kumar 
Published by: Lokbharati Prakashan, Allahabad, India

Only the following five stories are to be studied:

• Tai by V S Kawshik

• Sach ka sawda by Sudarshan

• Mithaiwala by Vajpeyi

• Instalment by V Varma

• Laila ki shadi by Radhakrishna
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5. French

5.1 Scheme of assessment summary
All candidates take Papers 1 and 2.

Paper 1  (1½ hours)

One translation from English into French and one composition of 250 words from a choice of four 
topics.

Weighting: 50% of total marks

Paper 2  (1½ hours)

Open-ended comprehension questions on two set passages.

Weighting: 50% of total marks

5.2 Availability
This syllabus is examined in the November examination series.

This syllabus is available to private candidates.

It is available in Mauritius only. 

5.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
Candidates can combine this syllabus in an examination series with any other Cambridge syllabus, except: 

• syllabuses with the same title at the same level. 
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5.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives
5.4.1 Objectifs du programme
Développer chez les étudiants la capacité :

• de communiquer à l’oral et à l’écrit de façon précise, correcte, appropriée et efficace

• de lire et de comprendre différents types de textes

• de répondre correctement de manière personnelle et avec imagination à ce qu’ils lisent et entendent

• de prendre plaisir à lire des textes en français

• d’appliquer leur sens critique.

5.4.2 Objectifs de l’évaluation
Les étudiants doivent être capables :

1. de raconter par écrit des expériences, de communiquer des idées et des sentiments personnels

2. de donner des informations et des explications

3.  de distinguer, dans la communication orale et écrite, les variations selon la situation, le but et la 
personne à qui l’on s’adresse

4. de lire une variété de textes avec aisance et confiance

5. de choisir, prélever, évaluer et mettre en relation l’/les information(s) contenue(s) dans des textes écrits

6.  d’apprécier les différentes façons dont les auteurs utilisent la langue pour produire l’effet attendu/
atteindre leur objectif

7. de se servir de différentes formes d’écriture selon les besoins

8.  de faire un plan, d’organiser un texte, d’écrire en paragraphes et de se servir d’une ponctuation 
appropriée

9. de choisir un vocabulaire adapté au type d’écrit, à la personne à qui l’on s’adresse, au but visé

10. d’appliquer les règles grammaticales et syntaxiques

11. de maîtriser l’orthographe des mots selon le vocabulaire choisi

12. d’écrire lisiblement et de présenter un travail fini de façon claire, nette et attrayante.
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5.5 Description of papers
5.5.1 Paper 1
Le “Paper 1” comprend

• une version (un texte en anglais à être traduit en français)

• une rédaction en français de 200–250 mots. Les candidats ont le choix entre 4 sujets différents (narratif, 
descriptif, argumentatif et une lettre).

5.5.2 Paper 2
Le “Paper 2” est l’épreuve de lecture/compréhension, comprend deux textes longs sur des sujets variés 
et de types différents (narratif, scientifique, informatif, etc.). Les questions évaluent une gamme de 
compétences en lecture : la recherche de l’information, la relation cause et effet, l’inférence et la déduction, 
la synthèse et le résumé, l’expression de l’opinion personnelle, l’explication de mots et d’expressions.
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6. French Literature

6.1 Scheme of assessment summary
All candidates take Papers 1 and 2.

Paper 1  (2 hours)

Candidates must answer a total of three questions, each on a different set text.

Weighting: 67% of total marks

Paper 2  (1 hour)

Candidates answer one question from a choice of five questions.

Weighting: 33% of total marks

6.2 Availability
This syllabus is examined in the November examination series.

This syllabus is available to private candidates.

It is available in Mauritius only. 

6.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
Candidates can combine this syllabus in an examination series with any other Cambridge syllabus, except: 

• syllabuses with the same title at the same level. 
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6.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives

6.4.1 Objectifs du programme
Les objectifs pédagogiques du cours de littérature pour le GCE Ordinary Level sont définis ci-dessous. Ils ne 
sont pas donnés en ordre de priorité.

Cet examen évalue la capacité des étudiants à :

• Communiquer de façon précise, correcte, efficace et appropriée

• Comprendre et répondre avec imagination à ce qu’ils entendent et lisent

• Appliquer leur sens critique

• Prendre plaisir à la littérature et savoir apprécier sa contribution au développement de l’imagination et du 
sens esthétique

• Étudier des domaines d’intérêts humains universels, permettant le développement d’une meilleure 
compréhension de soi et des autres.

6.4.2 Objectifs de l’évaluation
Les candidats doivent pouvoir :

1. Faire preuve de la connaissance d’un certain nombre de textes littéraires

2.  Faire preuve de la compréhension d’un certain nombre de textes littéraires, non seulement de la 
signification superficielle des textes mais aussi d’une compréhension plus profonde des thèmes et 
points de vue développés dans ces textes

3. Savoir analyser et être sensibles à la façon dont les auteurs utilisent la langue

4.  Savoir analyser et être sensibles à d’autres moyens utilisés par les auteurs pour produire les effets 
recherchés (structure, intrigue, caractéristiques des personnages, tension dramatique, images, rythme, 
décor et atmosphère)

5. Communiquer de façon sensible et informée une réponse personnelle au texte étudié.

6.5 Description of papers
6.5.1 Paper 1
Cet examen se compose d’une épreuve écrite d’une durée de deux heures.

Les candidats doivent répondre à 3 questions, sur trois textes.

Pour chaque texte il y aura un choix entre deux questions de type rédaction.

Pour chaque texte, une des questions sera une tâche créative. Cette question est signalée par un 
astérisque(*). On demandera par exemple au candidat d’écrire un texte en se mettant dans la peau de l’un 
des personnages du livre.

Toutes les questions ont le même nombre de points.

Les candidats peuvent répondre à un maximum de deux questions de type créatif signalée par un 
astérisque (*).
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6.5.2 Paper 2

Cet examen se compose d’une épreuve écrite d’une durée d’une heure.

Les candidats doivent répondre à 1 question, sur un texte.

Chaque question sera basée sur un court extrait du texte. Les candidats devront lire l’extrait avant de 
répondre aux questions.

Prescribed texts
Les textes inscrits au programme pour l’année 2017 sont les suivants : 

2017

Section A

Le Voyage de M Perrichon, Labiche

*La Gloire de mon père, Marcel Pagnol

*L’Enfant et la rivière, Henri Bosco

Section B

Le Fils du Pauvre, Feraoun

*Le Notaire des Noirs, Loys Masson

* Textes reportés en 2018

Les textes inscrits au programme pour l’année 2018 sont les suivants : 

2018

Section A

La Gloire de mon père, Marcel Pagnol

L’Enfant et la rivière, Henri Bosco

*Knock, J Romain

Section B

Le Notaire des Noirs, Loys Masson

*Une Saison au Congo, Aimé Césaire

* Textes reportés en 2019

Les textes inscrits au programme pour l’année 2019 sont les suivants : 

2019

Section A

Knock, J Romain

*Les Trois Contes, Gustave Flaubert

*Le Silence de la Mer, Vercors

Section B

Une Saison au Congo, Aimé Césaire

*Le Dernier Frère, Nathacha Appanah

* Textes reportés en 2020
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6.5.3 Mark scheme
Barème de notation (Paper 1)

18–20 Devoir détaillé, bien écrit  et bien structuré, parfaitement concentré sur la question posée et 
faisant preuve d’une réponse personnelle intelligente et sensible.
Pour la question faisant appel à l’imagination, le ton de voix adopté est parfaitement convaincant 
et le contenu est parfaitement bien adapté aux circonstances.
NB: cela ne revient pas à dire qu’une réponse obtenant 18–20 (20 est une note tout à fait 
réalisable) doit être absolument parfaite, mais que 20/20 peut être accordé à toute réponse très 
bonne pour ce niveau d’études.

15–17 Devoir détaillé, répondant clairement et de façon personnelle à la question, mais qui peut donner 
l’impression de manquer de subtilité.
Pour la question faisant appel à l’imagination, le ton de voix adopté est cohérent et le contenu 
généralement adéquat.

12–14 Devoir satisfaisant, répondant bien à la question mais un peu limité ; quelques traces d’une 
réponse personnelle, bonne connaissance du livre.
Pour les questions faisant appel à l’imagination, le ton de voix adopté est assez cohérent et le 
contenu généralement adéquat.

9–11 Devoir qui répond bien à la question posée mais qui contient un certain nombre de malentendus 
et assez superficiel ; un certain effort de communiquer une réponse personnelle et une certaine 
connaissance du texte sont malgré tout apparents.
Pour la question faisant appel à l’imagination, le ton de voix adopté est assez difficile à 
reconnaître et le contenu n’est pas tout à fait adéquat ou tout simplement rudimentaire.

6–8 Réponse incomplète mais une certaine connaissance du texte ; devoir plutôt limité et décousu, 
expressions maladroites.
Pour la question faisant appel à l’imagination, peu d’évidence d’un ton de voix reconnaissable ; 
quelques points adéquats, mais très limités, dans le contenu.

4–5 Réponse courte, décousue, confuse, mais malgré tout, quelques indices que le livre a été lu.
Pour la question faisant appel à l’imagination, peu ou pas d’évidence d’un ton de voix 
reconnaissable, mais quelques connaissances, très limitées, du texte.

2–3 Le candidat a lu le livre mais a très peu assimilé de sa lecture.
Pour la question faisant appel à l’imagination, pas de ton de voix reconnaissable, malgré une 
vague connaissance du personnage et de l'intrigue.

0–1 Le devoir ne présente aucun élément de réponse digne d’être récompensé. Le livre n’a pas été 
lu, ou n’a pas été du tout compris.
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Baréme de notation (Paper 2)

6 Réponse
•  détaillée, bien écrite et bien structurée
•  parfaitement concentrée sur la question posée
•  faisant preuve d’une réponse personnelle intelligente et sensible
•  et se référant aux mots de l’extrait.
NB: cela ne revient pas à dire qu’une réponse obtenant 6 doit être absolument parfaite, mais que 
6/6 peut être accordé a toute réponse très bonne pour ce niveau d’études

5 Mêmes critères généraux que ci-dessus, mais la réponse peut donner l’impression de manquer 
de subtilité, de profondeur et/ou d’exemples précis.

4 Réponse satisfaisante, répondant bien à la question mais un peu limitée; quelques traces d’une 
réponse personnelle, bonne connaissance du livre. 
Une certaine attention est portée aux mots malgré quelques oublis marquants et/ou quelques 
malentendus. 

3 Répond bien à la question posée mais contient un certain nombre de malentendus et est 
assez superficiel; un certain effort de communiquer une réponse personnelle et une certaine 
connaissance du texte sont malgré tout apparents. Quelques éléments de réaction personnelle 
sont présents.

2 Réponse fait preuve d’une certaine connaissance du texte et présente quelques éléments, peu 
nombreux, de réaction personnelle, 
mais est incomplète et décousue, voire maladroite.

1 Le candidat a lu le livre, mais a très peu assimilé de sa lecture. La réponse se limite à quelques 
mots seulement.

0 La  réponse ne présente aucun élément digne d’être récompensé. Le livre n’a pas été lu, ou n’a 
pas été du tout compris.
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7. Sanskrit

7.1 Scheme of assessment summary
All candidates take Paper 1 and Paper 2.

Paper 1 Translation and Set texts (2 hours)

Question 1 – 25 marks
Translation from a prescribed text from Sanskrit into English.

Question 2 – 20 marks
Transliteration of an unseen passage.

Question 3 – 15 marks
Comprehension questions on an unseen passage in Sanskrit.  

Question 4 – 40 marks
Comprehension questions on adapted extracts from the Ramayana and the Maha–bha–rata. 

Total marks: 100
Weighting: 50% of total marks

Paper 2 Translation of Set texts and Panini Grammar (2 hours)

Question 1 – 20 marks
Translation of an unseen piece of prose from Sanskrit into English.

Question 2 – 20 marks
Translation of verses from the Bhagavad Gita into English.

Question 3 – 20 marks
Comprehension questions on Pancatantra set texts. 

Question 4 – 40 marks
Questions on Mahesvara sutras and Uccarana sutras and Panini Grammar. 

Total marks: 100
Weighting: 50% of total marks



Sanskrit 

21Cambridge O Level Languages (For Centres in Mauritius). Syllabus for examination in 2017, 2018 and 2019.

7.2 Availability
This syllabus is examined in the November examination series.

This syllabus is available to private candidates.

It is available in Mauritius only. 

7.3 Combining this with other syllabuses
Candidates can combine this syllabus in an examination series with any other Cambridge syllabus, except: 

• syllabuses with the same title at the same level. 
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7.4 Syllabus aims and assessment objectives

7.4.1 Syllabus aims
The aims of the syllabus are to:

• enable candidates to develop accurate written language.

• encourage candidates to read and understand the prescribed religious and literary works in Sanskrit. 

• enable candidates to appreciate and understand important issues in the prescribed texts. 

• develop in candidates, at an appropriate level, a competence in the language.

• enable candidates to understand what they read and respond appropriately.

7.4.2 Assessment objectives
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1  comprehend, appreciate and translate stanzas and adapted/glossed passages from the prescribed 
texts. 

AO2  transliterate and translate from Sanskrit into English both seen and unseen passages and respond to 
comprehension questions on the above. 

AO3 demonstrate an understanding and application of the basic rules of formal grammar.

A description of each assessment objective is as follows:

AO1  comprehend, appreciate and translate stanzas and adapted/glossed passages from the prescribed 
texts

 Students should be able to: 

 Locate and abstract information. 
 Translate phrases or whole passages into English. 
 Demonstrate an understanding of the grammar. 
 Speak of the context in which a passage is found for prepared texts. 
 Use the standard Devanagari and transliterated Sanskrit scripts.

AO2  transliterate and translate from Sanskrit into English both seen and unseen passages and respond to 
comprehension questions on the above. 

 Students should be able to: 

 Transliterate and translate by demonstrating an understanding of the seen and unseen passages.
 Decline words. 
 Conjugate verbs.
 Make proper use of cases.
 Use svara sandhi.
 List the Mahesvara Sutra.
 Explain the Uccarana Sutra.

AO3  Demonstrate an understanding and application of the basic rules of formal grammar. 

 For detailed requirements, see Paper 2, Question 4 below.
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7.5 Description of papers
The question papers will be set in Sanskrit and English as appropriate.

7.5.1 Paper 1
Question 1 (25 marks)
Translation of a seen passage (Ra–ma–yana or Maha–bha–rata) from Sanskrit into English. 

Candidates will be required to translate approximately six sentences (with a maximum of 25 units) from 
either the Ra–ma–yana or the Maha–bha–rata. Details of the prescribed texts are set out at 7.5.3. 

Question 2 (20 marks)
Transliteration of an unseen passage. 

Candidates will be required to transliterate six-eight adapted sentences (with a maximum of approximately 
40 units).

Question 3 (15 marks)
Reading Comprehension questions on an unseen passage in Sanskrit. 

Candidates will answer three comprehension questions. The questions will be set in Sanskrit. 

Question 4 (40 marks)
Comprehension questions will be set on two adapted extracts from the Ra–ma–yana and the Maha–bha–rata. 

Five questions will be set under each extract and will carry four marks each. Details of the prescribed texts 
are set out at 7.5.3.
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7.5.2 Paper 2
Question 1 (20 marks)

Translation of an unseen piece of prose from Sanskrit into English.

Candidates will be required to translate six lines of adapted Sanskrit prose. Words which are unlikely to be 
known will be glossed.

Question 2 (20 marks)

Translation of verses from the Bhagavad Gita into English. 

Candidates will be required to translate four verses. Candidates will study forty verses. Details of the 
prescribed texts are set out at 7.5.3. 

Question 3 (20 marks)

Comprehension questions on Pancatantra set texts.

Candidates will answer five questions on passages from the selected stories of the Pancatantra. Details of 
the prescribed texts are given below. 

Question 4 (40 marks)

Questions on Ma–hes’vara su–tras and Ucca–ran
•
a sutras and Panini Grammar.

Candidates will answer questions on formal grammar.  
Details of the Sutras are given on p. 71–72.

(a) Declensions (9 marks)

 Candidates will be required to decline:

 ‘asmat, yusmat’ in all 3 numbers

 ‘tat’ in all 3 genders and all 3 numbers

 ‘ba–laka, muni’ in all 3 numbers

 ‘ba–lika–, mati’ in all 3 numbers

 ‘phala’ in all 3 numbers

(b) Conjugation in 3 numbers and 3 persons. (6 marks)

Candidates will be required to conjugate:

Lat, Lrt, Lan

bhu–, gam , as drs’, kr, pib, gay, vad, khel.

(c) The principal uses of cases. (5 marks)

Candidates may use English to explain the grammatical rules.

(d) Svara Sandhi (5 marks)

Candidates will be required to define the rules by giving examples.

(e) Mahesvara and Uccarana sutras (15 marks)

  Candidates will be required to: 
Write the sutras to which particular letters belong 
Explain the Uccarana sutras
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7.5.3 Prescribed texts
Ramayana 

For Paper 1, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

• Lesson 1 Birth of Ra–ma and his brothers 11 sentences

• Lesson 2 Ra–ma goes into exile 9 sentences

• Lesson 3 The meeting of Ra–ma and Bha–rata 11 sentences

• Lesson 4 Frienship between Ra–ma and Sugrı̄va 8 sentences

• Lesson 5 Valiance of Hanuman 12 sentences

Mahabharata 

For Paper 1, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

• Lesson 1 The Kauravas are born 14 sentences

• Lesson 2 Bhı-ma eats poison 12 sentences

• Lesson 3 Bhı-ma regains consciousness 7 sentences

• Lesson 4 Ekalavya’s gift 20 sentences

• Lesson 5 Draupadi is protected by Krsna 13 sentences

Bhagavad Gita 

Recommended edition: Bhagavad Gı̄ta Bha–sya, of S’ ri S’ankara–ca–rya with text and English translation by  
Dr A G Krishna Warrier (1983) Sri Ramkrishna Math, Madras 600004, India.

For Paper 2, candidates will study the following verses:

1.1,1.27,1.35, 2.3, 2.7, 2.22, 2.27, 2.31, 2.47, 3.5,3.19,4.7,4.8,13.28,14.24,16.1,16.2,16.3,18.11and 18.47

Pancatantra 

For Paper 2, candidates will study the following five adapted stories:

• Mitrabhed–a Tantram. Katha 13 Kambugrı-va- kacchapa Kath–a

• Mitrasamprapti Tantram. Kath–a 3 s’abara-s’u–kara-Kath–a

• K–akolu–kı-ya Tantram. Kath–a 5 Br–ahman.a-sarpa- Kath–a

• Lubdhapran–as’a-Tantram. Kath–a 1 V–anara-makara-kanth–a

• Apariks. ıita k–akaram tantram. Kath–a 2 Brahman. ı--nakula - Kath–a 

Candidates will be required to study all the above passages. 
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Five stories adapted from Ra–ma–yana of Va–lmı-kı-

Lesson 1

Ra–ma–di Ja–ta–h – birth of Ra–ma and his brothers

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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Lesson 2

Ra–ma Vanagaman – Ra–ma goes into exile

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Lesson 3

Ra–ma Bharat-Mila–pa The meeting of Ra–ma and Bharata

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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Lesson 4

Ra–ma sugri-va-maitri-

Friendship between Ra–ma and Sugriva

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Lesson 5

Vi-ra Hanuman – Vi-ra Hanuma–n

Valliance Hanuman

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
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Five stories adapted from Ra–ma–yana of Va–lmı-kı-

Lesson 1

 – birth of Ra–ma and his brothers
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Lesson 2

 – Ra–ma goes into exile
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Lesson 3

 The meeting of Ra–ma and Bharata
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Lesson 4

 

Friendship between Ra–ma and Sugriva
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Lesson 5

  – Vi-ra Hanuma–n

Valliance Hanuman
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Five stories adapted from the 
Lesson 1

 – The kauravas are born
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Lesson 2

 – Bhi-mah eats poison
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Lesson 3

 – Bhi-mah regains consciousness
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Lesson 4

 – E–kalavya’s gift
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Lesson 5

 – Draupadi- is protected by Krsna
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Five stories adapted from the Mahabharata
Lesson 1

 – The kauravas are born

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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Lesson 2

Bhi-mah visama kha–dati – Bhi-mah eats poison

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.
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Lesson 3

Bhi-mah buddhah bhavati – Bhi-mah regains consciousness

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Lesson 4

E–kalavyasya da–nam – E–kalavya’s gift

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Lesson 5

Draupadi- krsne
–na raksita– – Draupadi- is protected by Krsna

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Bhagavadgi
-
ta–
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Five stories from the Pañcatantram with introduction
Lesson 1
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8. Other information

Equality and inclusion
Cambridge International Examinations has taken great care in the preparation of this syllabus and 
assessment materials to avoid bias of any kind. To comply with the UK Equality Act (2010), Cambridge has 
designed this qualification with the aim of avoiding direct and indirect discrimination.

The standard assessment arrangements may present unnecessary barriers for candidates with disabilities 
or learning difficulties. Arrangements can be put in place for these candidates to enable them to access the 
assessments and receive recognition of their attainment. Access arrangements will not be agreed if they 
give candidates an unfair advantage over others or if they compromise the standards being assessed.

Candidates who are unable to access the assessment of any component may be eligible to receive an award 
based on the parts of the assessment they have taken. 

Information on access arrangements is found in the Cambridge Handbook which can be downloaded from 
the website www.cie.org.uk/examsofficer

Grading and reporting
Cambridge O Level results are shown by one of the grades A*, A, B, C, D or E, indicating the standard 
achieved, A* being the highest and E the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ indicates that the candidate’s performance fell 
short of the standard required for grade E. ‘Ungraded’ will be reported on the statement of results but not 
on the certificate. The letters Q (result pending), X (no results) and Y (to be issued) may also appear on the 
statement of results but not on the certificate.

Entry codes
To maintain the security of our examinations, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, 
known as ‘administrative zones’. Where the component entry code has two digits, the first digit is the 
component number given in the syllabus. The second digit is the location code, specific to an administrative 
zone. Information about entry codes can be found in the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries.
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