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Key messages 
 

• It is important that candidates take time to read the question they are attempting to answer in order 
to understand what is required.  

 
• Selection of relevant information is very crucial for scoring higher marks; it reflects on candidates’ 

ability to understand and choose appropriate information, discarding irrelevant details while solely 
focusing on the significant facts and information. 

 
• Evaluative questions require candidates to show their understanding of the facts, information and 

knowledge acquired. Therefore, the answer should focus on their own opinion and judgement, 
supported by some factual evidence. Candidates are not required to state facts again or give a 
narrative. 

 
 
General comments 
 
Overall, the standard of the paper was good. Candidates demonstrated a skilful selection of correct and 
pertinent knowledge, supported by accurate quotes to validate the points made in (a) parts of the questions. 
Many well-structured, coherent and confident responses were seen, starting with brief introductory 
paragraphs followed by clear and short paragraphs, each linking clearly to the question asked. However, 
some candidates focused more on events or information in the introduction, the main body of the essay as 
well as at the end, which was not very relevant to the question. 
 
There were many thoughtful and perceptive answers to part (b) questions, with candidates attempting to 
evaluate and justify their opinion with some evidence. Other candidates wrote descriptive notes or just made 
one or two simple statements without elaborating or linking the response to the question. Many responses 
did not include sound reasoning. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) Candidates are very familiar with the structure of these questions, choosing two out of three 

passages, describing their themes in part (a) and importance in part (b). 
 

Better answers focused on the actual themes and then elaborated them. They described God’s 
mercy, His lordship and the guidance offered by Him to His creation in passage (1). They also 
described His relationship with the creation as the Creator and the Sustainer, hence deserving of 
worship in passage (2), and God’s support and consolation offered to his Prophets and 
responsibilities given to them in passage (3).  
 
Less successful responses either identified the wrong theme or merely paraphrased. Some tended 
to be very general, offering teachings which could be found in vast selection of passages rather 
than focusing on the ones provided. Some candidates seemed to have ignored the instructions in 
the question that asked them to be brief and spent time writing extensively about the Sura the 
passage is from, its number, meanings of the name of that Sura, where it was revealed etc., while 
only talking about the actual content in just a few lines. Where a passage consists of a complete 
Sura, some started talking about the characteristics of that Sura. Candidates are reminded to focus 
on the discussion of the themes. 
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(b) Better answers explained how the themes contained in the passages are important for Muslims 

now. Some thoughtful answers talked about themes creating a sense of appreciation in Muslims, 
making them obedient to God and more thankful for the bounties bestowed upon them. Excellent 
answers were able to show how these themes could make Muslims responsible environmentalists 
who then look after and preserve nature, or how Muslims are offered hope in times of personal 
tragedies and losses. 

 
Other responses usually paraphrased or gave a standard answer of ‘Muslims should not do shirk’ 
or ‘Muslims should only worship God’ for every passage. Another common mistake was to repeat 
the teachings of the passage rather than telling about how these themes play a part in the lives of 
Muslims.  

 
Question 2 
 
(a) Most candidates found this question challenging, though some good answers were seen. Strong 

responses chose any two prophets, referred to the passages in the syllabus rather than doing mere 
paraphrasing, discussed the relationship aspect, threw light on how God was the teacher, and 
pointed out how he taught each prophet in a different way. Some candidates also wrote about how 
God bestowed special bounties on his chosen people, giving examples of his support in the form of 
miracles, etc. God’s mercy and forgiveness and His prophets’ obedience and undaunted belief in 
Him was also highlighted through Adam’s repentance and Abraham’s firmness in his belief in God. 
Excellent responses focused on relationship of master and slave, teacher and student, pardoner 
and negligent, independent and dependant, protector and protected. 

 
Many candidates simply narrated the text without any attempt to demonstrate the relationship 
aspect. The relationship between God and these prophets were immersed in the narrative of the 
passages, e.g. Adam’s story as told in the Quran, his creation, his knowledge, bowing down of 
angels apart from Iblis, etc. Some candidates wrote about all the miracles given to Isa by God, but 
did not explain that this was God’s way of helping prophet Isa and supporting him in his mission 
because of the scepticism of his people in his prophethood. The story of Ibrahim was not well done 
as candidates wrote about other events, such as sacrificing his son, building Kaabah, which were 
not part of the syllabus. Better responses were about the incident of him observing the signs of 
nature to finally discover the Creator behind it all, thus showing that without God’s guidance he 
would have gone astray like the people of his time.  

 
(b) Some good answers were seen in response to Question 2(b), using examples of traits such as 

steadfastness, patience and trust in God, shown by the prophets while facing trails, and 
demonstrating how they are applicable to the lives of Muslims in general, or the personal lives of 
the candidates themselves, giving explicit examples of their conduct while facing any difficulty.  

 
Weaker responses included lengthy notes on the conduct of prophets, narrating detailed events 
from the lives of the prophets and the Prophet (pbuh), only to say ‘we should do the same’ at the 
end. Often candidates would only offer advice on how to face trials in life generally. Although the 
stimuli for this question was about how Allah’s Messengers face trials and our response to trials, 
candidates went off on a tangent and wrote about different lessons learnt from the life of the 
prophets, e.g. Adam was forgiven by God, so we need to ask forgiveness etc. 

 
Question 3 
 
(a) This question was well answered. There were many thorough, well developed responses with 

detailed information about the three main phases of the journey, i.e. the departure, the stay in Cave 
Thaur and subsequent events with some valid quotes from the Quran in support of the points 
made. Excellent answers also demonstrated extensive knowledge and understanding by giving 
profound information about many events and personalities involved in this event, which are not 
generally very well known such as Amir bin Fuhayrah, Abdullah Bin Uraiquit, Umme Mu’abd, etc. 
There were some very good quotes as well which took the answers to Level 4. Also, the ayat from 
Sura Yaseen that the Prophet (pbuh) read when leaving his house while throwing dust on their face 
as well as the ayat from Tawbah (9:40) about them being two with Allah as third, were well known 
by most candidates. 

 
Candidates who did not answer this question well either spent too much time on writing about the 
background of the event, giving details of pledges of Aqaba and atrocities on Muslims, or wrote 
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extensively about events that happened after the arrival of Muslims in Madina. Many candidates 
focused too much on departure of the Prophet (pbuh) and the stay in Cave Thaur, while giving 
sketchy details of events that happened after the Cave Thaur stay or missing them altogether. 

 
(b) Better answers were developed to show the significance of the construction of mosques as the 

Prophet’s first task on his arrival, e.g. to show freedom of worship, to help new converts or to 
demonstrate importance of worship in congregation. Most responses were descriptive, giving 
details of later functions of the mosques in Madina or talking about the roles of mosques in general. 

 
Question 4 
 
(a) This question was generally well attempted and some excellent responses gave detailed account 

of the Hajj performed by the Prophet (pbuh), specifically mentioning all the observances and their 
sequence followed by a detailed note on the last sermon delivered by the Prophet (pbuh), and 
finally an account of his illness and departure from the world. Some candidates also gave details of 
the event of Ghadir khumm, hajj under Abu Bakr and other administrative measures taken by the 
Prophet (pbuh) in the last year of his life, which was all very relevant. Better answers quoted all 
important points from the last sermon along with last revelations. 

 
Some candidates focused more on the last sermon itself and the details of Prophet’s illness, 
whereas weaker responses demonstrated confusion as to whether certain general principles of 
Islam did or did not form part of the last sermon. Some candidates seemed to have confused the 
time frame and wrote about the Conquest of Makkah or Tabuk Expedition instead. 

 
(b) There were some quite insightful answers offered in response to this question, particularly on 

racism and the treatment of women with some sound reasoning. Better responses showed 
application of the teachings in the present world. 
 
Many candidates were able to correctly identify the teaching, but did not develop reasons as to why 
the teaching is important, while some wrote more about the actual teachings and just made simple 
suggestions of acting upon them. Some candidates chose to write on several teachings rather than 
one, and therefore were not able to score many marks as they could not providing enough 
reasoning for each point chosen. Many candidates wrote about teachings which were not even part 
of the last sermon of the Prophet (pbuh). 

 
Question 5 
 
(a) This was not a  popular question. There were some basic facts about both personalities that almost 

all the candidates attempting this question wrote about. Better responses included specific details 
of individual events such as war strategies employed by Khalid bin Waleed in Mau’tah or in-depth 
narration of the event of Hamza’s acceptance of Islam. Similarly, some strong quotes such as the 
dialogue between Hamza and Abu Jahil or the Prophet’s statements about Khalid’s acceptance of 
Islam and him being God’s sword earned candidates higher marks as it showed greater depth of 
knowledge. 

 
(b) Overall, this question was not well answered. Responses were often brief and vague, containing 

simple statements on showing loyalty to Allah, the Prophet (pbuh) or to friends, neighbours etc. 
Some candidates only talked about how Hamza and Khalid showed loyalty, but did not say much 
about how Muslims could show loyalty. Some candidates seemed not quite sure about what loyalty 
meant and just wrote about the responsibilities of a Muslim generally or the lessons they learn from 
Hamza’ s life, e.g. he loved the Prophet (pbuh) so we should love him too. Other candidates who 
did focus on loyalty were too generic as they would only say ‘we need to be loyal to our family and 
friends’, without giving any explanation on how to do that. 
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Key messages 
 

• Candidates are advised to take time to read the question they are attempting to answer. 
• Answers should contain detail and depth related to the question asked, and not just general outlines 

of the main points. 
 
 
General comments 
 
Overall, the standard of responses for this paper was good.  
 
Question 1 was answered well. For Question 2, many only wrote about isnad and matn of Hadiths and 
mentioned Bukhari and Muslim by name without much development. Some wrote good accounts of the 
Successors of the Successors, whilst a small majority went on to give an account of the compilation from the 
Prophet’s time. Question 3 was popular, but some seemed to have confused accounts of the Battle of 
Camel with Siffin. Questions 4 and 5 were answered well. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) Candidates were able to give the teachings of the two Hadiths they chose to write about 

competently. For the first one they expressed an understanding of the teaching rather than simply 
paraphrasing it. For the second Hadith, the focus was mainly on getting/wanting for a believer the 
same that one wants for oneself. An element of the teaching that could be brought out is that for 
belief to be sincere, concern for fellow beings is critical. Many gave examples of the brotherhood 
between the Ansars and Muhajirun in Part (a), which would have been better suited in Part (b). 
Good understanding of teaching was shown for Hadiths 3 and 4. 

 
(b) Candidates who wrote lengthy answers in Part (a) tended to repeat themselves in Part (b). 

Therefore, when discussing the response e.g. of Hadith 2, it would be better to use practical 
examples in Part (b) so that repetition does not occur and time is saved. 

 
Question 2 
 
(a) In this question, candidates needed to write about a specific period in the compilation of Hadiths. 

They needed to focus their answer on the period of the Successors of the Successors and say how 
they focused on isnad and matn in their work of compilation by establishing rules to determine the 
authenticity of Hadiths, and how they combined the musnad and musannnaf collections in the form 
of a sunan/sahih book. Also examples and challenges they faced in performing this task needed to 
be given. The names of the compilers of this period should have been given as well as what they 
produced. 

 
 Many candidates focused on the isnad and matn of Hadiths and mentioned the names of Bukhari 

and Muslim without adding more details. Better responses included more detail and development. 
 
(b) This Part (b) question asked the candidates to give reasons for why isnad was important in 

establishing the authenticity of a Hadith. Many candidates wrote about what isnad was, which they 
had already written about in Part (a) and therefore repeated themselves. Candidates here needed 
to focus on saying that genuineness of isnad is important to establish to know that it comes from 
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the Prophet (pbuh) as it is used to practice the faith correctly and because Islamic law is derived 
from the knowledge given in the Hadiths.  

 
Question 3 
 
(a) A twofold response was needed in answering this question; the reasons for Mu’awiya’s opposition 

to ‘Ali and an account of the Battle of Siffin. Strong responses gave a detailed list of reasons for 
Mu’awiya’s opposition to ‘Ali, whilst less successful ones gave the common reasons like Mu’awiya 
was an Ummayad and he was removed from office which he resented and resisted leading to the 
battle. When writing about the battle, the answer needed to be more focused on the events of the 
four days rather than the arbitration that followed it.   

 
(b) In this part answer, candidates had to select any one consequence which in their opinion was the 

most serious outcome of the battle and give reasons why they had chosen it. When candidates 
gave more than one reason, the stronger one was marked. The best answers included one reason 
as well as its ripple effects. For example, if the emergence of the kharijites was chosen as the most 
serios consequence and the candidates went on to write about ‘Ali’s weakened authority on this 
account and how it led to the Battle of Nahrawan and finally his martyrdom, this was a well 
evaluated answer where one consequence led to several problems. 

 
Question 4 
 
(a) Both belief in God and belief in angels needed to be written about in this answer. As two Articles of 

Faith were being asked for, the depth of answers needed to carry a balance. For belief in God, 
many candidates wrote exclusively on His Oneness and though they supported the content with 
quotes, this was not a balanced account. Answers needed to refer to all the aspects of Muslim 
belief in God. In some answers, belief in God was a sketchy response, whilst belief in angels was a 
long response. Both parts needed to be answered in similar depths to reach top levels. If 
candidates only wrote about one belief and gave a comprehensive account of it, they could not be 
given full credit. 

 
 It is very important for candidates to understand the requirement of a question before they start 

writing an answer. 
 
(b) Good evaluative responses were given for this part answer. In most answers, candidates wrote 

about how belief in angels strengthen one’s faith, makes Muslims believe that the Qur’an was 
indeed a revealed book, keeps Muslims in check as they are conscious of their deeds being noted 
and their accountability, etc. 

 
Question 5 
 
(a) This question asked candidates to write about Muslim belief in prophets. Some very good answers 

were seen, but some candidates only wrote about Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). In other responses, 
more focus was given to the miracles given to the prophets rather than the overall belief. Why God 
gave miracles to his chosen prophets was a Part (b) question, but did not mean that the candidate 
had to focus the Part (a) response exclusively on the miracles some prophets were given.  

 
(b) This was well answered, but some candidates who wrote in depth about the miracles of prophets in 

part (a) tended to repeat themselves. 
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